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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Annual Meeting 
When:  
 
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 22, 2017 
 
Where:  
 
Pond Village 
Church, Fellowship 
Hall 
 
What:  
 
1. Brief business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
 
2.  Program on The 
Lynde Family of 
Brookfield, Vermont 
by Susan Nevins 
 
3.  Potluck supper 
 
Who: 
 
All are welcome 
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In August Valerie Crowley, of Northfield, VT, donated two well-preserved 
Ara Howe original chairs.  These chairs were made in the 1840s by Ara 
Howe in Brookfield and are prized by antique dealers.  Particularly the 
small rocker (see photo below) is a grand addition to our collection, which 
includes several dining-type chairs and a deacon’s bench.  President Gary 
Lord declares that we may well have the premier collection of Ara Howe 
furniture made in Brookfield. 
 

 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Ara Howe Furniture 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Reader, 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society experienced a 
major loss on March 23rd with the sudden death 
of long-time trustee Jacalin Wilder.  Her 
unstinting dedication to the Society was a key 
element in the progress that the organization has 
made over the last three decades.  The vision, 
tempered by pragmatism, that Jackie brought to 
the deliberations of the Board of Trustees was 
invaluable.  Jackie’s contributions to the Society 
were innumerable, but it was her role as curator 
that is perhaps most noteworthy here.  Serving 
as curator since 1984, Jackie markedly improved 
the organization of the Society’s collections and 
introduced the best practices of museology for 
the maintenance of those collections. In 
recognition of Jackie’s devoted and meritorious 
service, the Board of Trustees has decided to 
erect a granite garden bench on the grounds of 
the Marvin Newton House to honor her.  
Contributions for that purpose are being actively 
solicited.  
 
The Society provided an opportunity to escape 
the doldrums of mud season by co-sponsoring 
with the Vermont Humanities Council the 
appearance of Rebecca Rupp, a science and 
history writer, who offered a presentation on “The 
Surprising History of Garden Vegetables.” Rupp’s 
well-received talk was followed by a community 
potluck supper. 
 
The 14th annual Ice-Out contest sponsored by 
the Society concluded on April 17 at 3:14 PM 
when a cement block attached to “Dunkin” 
plunged through the rotting ice of Sunset Lake. 
The winner of the contest was John Martin of 
Williamstown whose estimate was closest, as he 
guessed 3:15.  The fundraising contest netted a 
total of $562, and Martin’s share was $141.  In 
other seasons Martin and his wife, Dot, are often 
seen in the lake in wetsuits training for triathlon 
competitions. 
 
The featured exhibit in the Marvin Newton House 
this year focused on “Winter in Brookfield.”  
Curated by Elinor Gray, the exhibit items were 
largely drawn from the collections of the Society, 
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including ice harvest tools, snow removal 
equipment, winter clothing, and a boot dryer 
invented by Brookfield resident Benjamin Buxton. 
 
A perfect July afternoon provided the backdrop 
for a tour of the progress of the ongoing garden 
project at the Marvin Newton House.  Headed by 
Master Gardner Bridgette Lackey and assisted 
by Carol Rogers attendees were able to view the 
progress made by volunteers involved in a multi-
year effort to bring to realization the Victorian 
garden plan originally designed by Beth Urie.  
The Marvin Newton House project is registered 
on the approved project list of the University of 
Vermont’s Extension Master Gardener Program. 
 
On August 13th rain clouds parted just in time for 
the annual Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice 
Cream Social.  Pat and Ray Mayer organized the 
event and dished out ice cream to the largest 
crowd ever to participate.  Those in attendance 
were treated to an extraordinary assortment of 
cookies baked by Barbara Daly.  As they have on 
previous occasions, the Bear Mountain Jammers 
led by Brookfield’s Larry Brassard enlivened the 
event.  The recently reconstructed snow roller 
shed was dedicated to the memory of Trustee 
Angus Roy MacAskill. A special guest at the 
dedication, Richard Hovey, author of Snow 
Rollers of Vermont, offered remarks on the 
construction and operation of snow rollers.  An 
added feature was the presence of Master 
Gardener Bridgette Lackey and a contingent of 
aspiring master gardeners who were eager to 
discuss their project.  
    
Please consider attending the annual meeting on 
October 22nd (reported elsewhere in this 
newsletter) at the Pond Village Church to hear 
Susan Nevins present her groundbreaking 
research on African Americans who lived in 
Brookfield in the 1790’s and the early decades of 
the 19th Century. You are also welcome to 
participate in the community supper following the 
presentation. 

Gary Lord, President 

  

  

Letter from the President 
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Ara Howe Furniture (continued) 
 
Ara Howe (1799-1863) was born in West 
Boylston, MA. In 1822 he married Susanna 
Goodale (1801-1858). In 1841 Ara emigrated 
from Sterling, MA, one of the largest chairmaking 
communities in New England, to Brookfield.  Ara 
learned to make chairs in bulk with simple cutout 
shapes for their tablet back, scooped seat, and 
turned legs.  His chairs featured a seat with 
sharply chamfered sides, Gothic-styled cut-outs 
in the crest rails, and gold floral and vine stencil 
decoration over a black ground that imitates 
japanning.  Kenneth Joel Zogry (1995), in The 
Best Country Affords: Vermont Furniture 1765-
1850, writes that ten (perhaps hundreds) of 
thousands of chairs were made in “highly 
capitalized and mechanized factories with large 
scale production underway along the tributaries 
of the White River in southwestern Orange 
County during the 1830s and 1840s.” (p. 153). 
Ara’s shops were located on Ralph Road in 
Brookfield and then in South Northfield, VT, 
where the Old Red Mill is now located. 

 

  

East Side Repairs 
 
The east end of the ell on the Marvin Newton 
House became our next exterior renovation 
project.  The stone foundation needed attention, 
and Andy Lake was able to put his stone mason 
skill to use in repairing it.  Then the team of Andy 
Lake and Jim Mather removed all of the badly 
deteriorated clapboards and trim and replaced 
with new pre-primed siding.  Finish painting will 
be completed by Andy and Jim before painting 
season ends. 

 
 
 
 

Snow Roller Shed Dedication 
 

    
 

These funds allowed us to replace the 
deteriorated Snow Roller shed, giving 
much better protection to our unique West 
Brookfield Snow Roller. 
 
On August 13, at our annual Ice Cream 
Social, the shed was dedicated in Roy’s 
honor. 
 

 

A. Roy MacAskill, long-time trustee of the 
Brookfield Historical Society, and, with his 
wife Debbie, a lover of Brookfield History, 
passed away last year.  The family asked that 
donations in his memory be given to BHS.   
 

 
 
 
            



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Annual Meeting Program by Susan Nevins 
The Lynde Family of Brookfield, Vermont: An African American story 

comes to life through Revolutionary War records  
Brookfield Historical 

Society 
PO Box 447 

(1131 Ridge Road) 
Brookfield, VT  05036 

 
Officers and Trustees for 

2016-2017 
Gary Lord, President 
Pat Mayer, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Elaine Manghi Buck 
Barbara Daly 
Bonnie Fallon 
Sarah Isham 

 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, exhibit 
and interpret artifacts, and 

publish material which 
relates to and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 
 

  
 

BHS e-mail  
 

Missed the latest 
Brookfield Historical 
Society event?  Please 
contact membership 
chairman Perry Kacik at 
perrykacik@aol.com to 
be included in our 
upcoming events e-mail 
notification list.  (The 
list is only used for 
Society purposes.) 
 

John Lynde was born in 1754 in 
New England and joined the fight 
against the British shortly after the 
start of the Revolutionary War. He 
was also a man who wrote love 
letters to his wife from the 
battlefield.  After the war he 
became a landowner and farmer in 
Connecticut but later moved his 
family to Brookfield, Vermont, 
where records show he was a 
farmer, taxpayer and registered 
voter. John was a respected 
member of a community where at 
least six people wrote letters to the 
Federal Government attesting to 
his Revolutionary War service and 
good character. “Mr. John Lynde,” 
is the name on his slate tombstone, 
dated July 13, 1828. It is traditional 
for the times, ornate with geometric 
designs, a monument to the life of 
this black Vermonter. 
 
Susan Nevins has been 
researching local history with the 
Roxbury Historical Society for 11 
years. She was awarded the 
Weston Cate Fellowship from the 
Vermont Historical Society in 2014 
for her research proposal involving 

    

 

Thank you! 

the Lynde family. She has a BA 
in Modern Languages and 
Linguistics and an MA in 
Bilingual/Bicultural Education 
from the University of Maryland 
Baltimore County (UMBC). She 
is a Spanish instructor in the 
Modern Languages 
Department at Norwich 
University. 
 
The annual meeting and 
program starts at 4:00 PM on 
Sunday, October 22, 2017, at 
the Pond Village Church.  A 
potluck supper will follow the 
program.  Please contact 
Bonnie Fallon, 276-3105, with 
your supper offering. 
 
The event is free, open to the 
public, and accessible to those 
with disabilities.   
 
For more information, contact 
Gary Lord at (802) 276-3927 or 
visit the Brookfield Historical 
Society blog. 
 

http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
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