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Events 
2017 Sunset Lake 
Ice-Out Contest 
See enclosed raffle 
ticket sheet. 
 
“Surprising History 
of Common 
Vegetables” 
Vermont 
Humanities 
Speakers Bureau 
presentation by 
Rebecca Rupp on 
Sunday, March 26, 
at 4:00 p.m. 
followed by a 
potluck at the Pond 
Village Church 
Fellowship Hall 
 
Marvin Newton 
House opens July-
August, Sundays, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
The Daly/Stone Ice 
Cream Social, 
Aug. TBA, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House 
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At the request of the Army Air Corps, the civilian Ground Observer 
Corps was organized in Brookfield in the late fall of 1953.  Actual 
observations were started in early 1954. 
 
The purpose of the GOC is to supplement Army Air Corps radar 
installations, as in mountainous terrain hostile planes can fly low 
enough in valleys, such as East Brookfield, to shield themselves by hills 
or mountains.  Detection of such aircraft must be by observers who see 
or hear planes and the reports of such observers can warn the Air 
Corps who otherwise might not know of the presence of aircraft. 
 
The GOC is a town responsibility.  The selectmen appointed a Civil 
Defense Chairman and he in turn appointed a GOC Supervisor, who in 
Brookfield is Mr. Russell Dawley.  It is the duty of the Supervisor to be 
the direct contact in town with the Filter Center in Manchester, N.H. and 
to schedule the working hours of the observers. 
 
Geographical features of Brookfield do not readily permit a central 
observation post.  With advice and consent of the Army Air Corps, 
observations in town are made at the individual observer’s home, 
thereby obtaining coverage but not seriously interfering with the 
observer’s regular duties. 

 (Continued on page 3) 

The Ground Observers Corps in Brookfield 
Written by Ellen Bigelow, August 13, 1955 

 

 
1950’s civilian recruiting sticker (Source: public domain) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Reader, 
 
A well-attended 83rd annual meeting of the 
Society was held at the Pond Village Church 
in October.  At a brief business meeting five 
trustees whose terms of office had expired 
were reelected to serve another two-year 
term.  They included Barbara Daly, Bonnie 
Fallon, Gary Lord, Greg Sauer, and Greg 
Wight.  The resignation from the board of 
Janet Martin, who diligently served the 
society as secretary since 2010, was 
announced.  Janet has relocated from her 
hometown of Brookfield to Middlebury, 
Vermont to pursue new professional 
opportunities.  
  
The featured program at the annual meeting 
was a performance by living history presenter 
and fiddler Adam Boyce who portrayed 
Charles Ross Taggart, the nationally popular 
“Old Country Fiddler.”  Boyce depicted Mr. 
Taggart near the end of his career, c. 1936, 
sharing recollections on his life, with some 
live fiddling and humorous sketches 
interspersed. The program, co-sponsored by 
the Vermont Humanities Council, was 
followed by a community dinner. 
 
Volunteers are the driving force behind the 
Brookfield Historical Society and the work 
that they accomplish is substantial and 
impressive. One illustration of this is the 
reconstruction, completed late last fall, of the 
shed located behind the Society’s 
headquarters that houses a horse-drawn 
snow roller used to groom Brookfield roads 
for sleigh traffic. The snow roller is a 
distinctive artifact that is a valuable part of 
Brookfield’s heritage.  Essential to the 
success of this project were Andy Lake, who 
offered hands-on construction guidance, and 
Greg Wight who served as resource 
manager.  Demolition and carpentry 
volunteers included Chuck Barnum, Will 
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Brown, Skip Buck, Rich Hale, Gary Lord, Janet 
Martin, Brice Martin, and Mike Stoddard. 
Charlie Ballou, Bonnie Fallon, Mark McDonald, 
and Mike Stoddard provided equipment or 
donated material. 
 
Please consider celebrating spring by 
attending a timely program on “Wolf Peaches, 
Poisoned Peas, and Madame Pompadour’s 
Underwear: The Surprising History of Common 
Garden Vegetables” presented by science and 
history writer Rebecca Rupp on Sunday, March 
26th, at 4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall of the 
Pond Village Church.  Hear the fascinating 
histories of ordinary garden vegetables.  Rupp 
will discuss the stories behind many or our 
favorites, among them the much-maligned 
tomato and potato, the largely popular 
pumpkin, and Vermont’s dynamic duo of kale 
and the Gilfeather turnip (the Vermont State 
Vegetable).  Learn how a 17th-century pirate 
named the bell pepper, how carrots won the 
Trojan War, and how George Washington was 
nearly assassinated with a plate of poisoned 
peas.  Rebecca Rupp is the author of nearly 20 
books for both children and adults and blogs 
on food science and history for the National 
Geographic.  A community dinner will follow 
the presentation co-sponsored by the 
Brookfield Historical Society and the Vermont 
Humanities Council. 
 
Gary Lord, President  
 
 
Editor’s Note:   
In May of 2016 Governor Peter Shumlin signed 
into law a bill proclaiming the Gilfeather Turnip 
the Vermont state vegetable. The Gilfeather 
Turnip is a half-rutabaga, half-turnip hybrid that 
was developed in the early 1900’s by John 
Gilfeather of Wardsboro, Vermont. 
   

  

  

Letter from the President 
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The Ground Observers Corps in Brookfield (continued) 

  

  

The actual mechanics of reporting planes are 
simple.  It is not necessary to determine the 
specific type of plane.  A report covers the 
number of planes involved, the number of 
engines, the altitude of flight and direction of 
the aircraft from the observation post and the 
direction it is flying.  The observer reports this 
information by phone to the filter center and 
tells the code name of our post. 
 
Periodically the Air Corps representative calls 
meetings for purposes of instruction.  Usually 
these meetings show a film of some phase of 
the GOC work such as the various steps 
taken in preventing air attacks.  Pictures of 
various atomic bomb explosions have been 
presented. 
 
A record is kept of the total hours each 
observer works.  At the end of five hundred 
hours a medal is given and a bar is added for 
each additional two hundred fifty hours.  
These awards are presented at a public 
meeting by one of the higher officers of the Air 
Corps. 
 
In 1954, the Air corps flew a group of 
observers to their base at Falmouth, 
Massachusetts.  Two from Brookfield made 
the trip where they were conducted about the 
base and given lunch.  The flight both ways 
was made in a C-47 air transport.  We 
understand a similar trip is planned for this 
fall. 
 
The GOC post in Brookfield is manned six 
days a week with five families participating 
currently.  In doing so we feel proud that the 
town is still doing its part to continue the 
American way of life. 
 
Editor’s note: 
The Ground Observer Corps was originally a 
World War II civil defense program of the 
United States Army Air Forces to protect 

against air attack. The 1.5 million civilian 
observers at 14,000 coastal observation 
posts used unaided eye and binocular 
searches to search for German and 
Japanese aircraft until the program 
ended in 1944. 
 
In 1950 the Ground Observer Corps was 
reformed during the Cold War as an arm 
of the United States Air Force Civil 
Defense network which provided aircraft 
tracking with over 200,000 civilian 
volunteers. "Filter centers" received 
telephoned voice information from 8,000 
posts, and the information was relayed 
to Air Defense Command ground control 
interception centers. By 1952 the 
program was expanded in “Operation 
Skywatch” with over 750,000 volunteers 
at over 16,000 posts serving alternating 
shifts and reporting to 75 centers.  The 
program was inactivated in 1959 with 
the improvement of the radar network. 

 
 
GOC medal (Source: iWitnessNiagara) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guess the Sunset Pond ice-out date 
and time this spring. 
 
$2 for each guess (or 3 for $5)  
 
25% of proceeds given for the closest 
estimate to the ice out time; the 
remainder benefits the BHS. 
 
For additional tickets, please copy the 
raffle sheet that came with this 
newsletter, or download it from the 
Society’s blog. 

Brookfield Historical Society’s Annual Ice-Out Raffle 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society 
PO Box 447 

(1131 Ridge Road) 
Brookfield, VT  05036 

 
Officers and Trustees for 

2016-2017: 
Gary Lord, President 
Pat Mayer, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Bonnie Fallon 
Barbara Daly 

Elaine Manghi Buck 
Sarah Isham 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Social Media 

 
Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorical
society.wordpress.com 
or at 
https://www.facebook.co
m/brookfieldhistorical/. 

  
 

Other 
 
What would you like to 
learn about Brookfield?   
 
Do you have Brookfield 
historical material to 
contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a letter, 
or visit us online. 
 

Ice-Out Record: 
 
2004:  April 19, 10:53 a.m. 
 
2005:  April 18, 8:27 a.m. 
 
2006:  April 13, 6:42 a.m. 
 
2007:  April 23, 8:13 p.m. 
 
2008:  April 20, 3:59 p.m. 
 
2009:  April 17, 5:56 a.m. 
 
2010:  April 4, 11:36 a.m. 
 
2011:  April 27, 12:15 p.m. 
 
2012:  March 25, 6:51 a.m.  
 
2013:  April 20, 12:32 a.m. 
 
2014: April 23, 2:10 p.m. 
 
2015:  April 28, 5:32 a.m. 
 
2016: March 31, 4:02 p.m. 
 
2017: ______?__________ 

    

  
Curator’s Corner 

 
Though it might not look like it 
outside, it's almost time for 
spring cleaning. If, in the 
process, you find any 
garments, tools, furniture, 
dishes etc. which were owned 
or used by residents of 
Brookfield which need a new 
home, please email me at 
jwilder36@aim.com. 

Wolf Peaches, Poisoned Peas, 
and Madame Pompadour’s 
Underwear: The Surprising 
History of Common Garden 
Vegetables presented by Rebecca 
Rupp, March 26, 2017, 4:00 p.m., 
Pond Village Church 
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