
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2016            Volume 84, Issue 2 

Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Annual Meeting 

When:  
 
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 23, 2016 
 
Where:  
 
Pond Village 
Church, Fellowship 
Hall 
 
What:  
 
1. Brief business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
 
2.  Program on The 
Old Country Fiddler 
by Adam Boyce 
 
3.  Potluck supper 
 
Who: 
 
All are welcome 
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Editor’s note:  The following article is based on the kind donations and 
descriptions provide by Ruth Goodale. 
 

 
 
The organ was owned by Ruth Willis Harford and Frank Harford who 
farmed in the village (last house – east side, north end – 2nd house beyond 
Old Town Hall parking lot). They came to Brookfield in 1917 from Rhode 
Island and before that Trowbridge, England, in 1903.  Grace Harford 
Hansen’s daughters, Lois Hope and Ruth Ellen, and Arthur Hansen 
summered there. 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Organ and Ice Wagon 
by Ruth Goodale 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Reader, 
 

The 13
th
 annual Ice-Out Contest sponsored by 

the Brookfield Historical Society concluded in 
March--almost a record for the contest series that 
almost always runs throughout the month of 
April.  On March 31

st
 the concrete block attached 

to “Dunkin,” the ice-out monitor, plunged through 
the disintegrating ice at 4:02 pm.  Neil Clark, of 
Arlington, Massachusetts and Brookfield, 
submitted the closest guess of the ice out, 3:20 
pm.  Satisfied with the laurels for his singular 
achievement, Neil generously donated his prize 
money to the Historical Society.  
 
In June, the Society again participated in the 
biennual Vermont History Expo held at the 
Tunbridge fairgrounds.  The theme of the 
exposition, involving dozens of historical 
organizations throughout Vermont, was “Water.”  
The Brookfield exhibit centered on the industrial 
activities associated with Sunset Lake and the 
water power sites located along its outflow to VT 
Route 14. A many as 22 water-powered 
industries were active along this watercourse in 
the 19

th
 century and early 20th century. The 

Brookfield presentation focused on three 
activities: ice cutting on Sunset Lake; the “fork 
shop” (a facility that produced pitch forks, hoes, 
cant hooks, and other iron implements); and 
Benjamin Buxton’s mill which operated at times 
as a grist mill or a saw mill, but is perhaps most 
distinctive as the place where the Buxton Boot 
dryer was manufactured.  Brookfield’s exhibit, 
researched and designed by Eleanor Gray, 
Bonnie Fallon, Greg Wight and Jackie Wilder, 
received much highly favorable comment.  The 
exhibit was available for viewing at the Marvin 
Newton House this past summer.  Interpretative 
panels from the exhibit can be viewed on the 
Society blog at: 
https://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com   
 
In August the Society hosted the annual Helen 
Daly and Margaret Stone Ice Cream Social. Pat 
and Ray Mayer organized the event and dished 
out the ice cream.  Those in attendance were 
also treated to an extraordinary assortment of 
cookies baked by Barbara Daly.  The Bear 
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Mountain Jammers led by Brookfield’s Larry 
Brassard enlivened the event.  Organized in 
1978, the Jammers play music ranging from 
traditional fiddle tunes to rock n’ roll.  
 
The Marvin Newton’s house gardens are 
registered on the Approved Project List of the 
University of Vermont’s Extension Master 
Gardener Program.  This assures master 
gardeners and volunteers will maintain the 
gardens on an annual basis and according to a 
master plan originally conceived by Carol 
Rogers.  This summer the gardens were partially 
rearranged and new, historically appropriate, 
plants were introduced.  Participating in the 
project were master gardeners Brigitte Lackey 
and Carol Rogers, assisted by volunteers Terry 
Lackey, Sid McLam, and Jackie Wilder. 
 
As evidenced above, volunteers are the driving 
force of the Brookfield Historical Society and the 
work that they accomplish is substantial and 
impressive. One more illustration of this is the 
reconstruction of the shed housing the snow 
roller and the ongoing restoration of clapboards 
and window sashes of the Marvin Newton House.  
A progress report on these volunteer projects can 
be found elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
Finally, it with sadness that I note the passing of 
Trustee Angus Roy MacAskill (1933-March 24, 
2016) Roy, who served as vice president since 
2010, was a quiet, gentle, thoughtful, and 
dignified man. Ever good natured, steady, and 
dependable; his wry sense of humor was a 
welcome addition to the proceedings of the 
board. Roy’s carefully arranged compilation of 
news clippings about Brookfield, a decades old 
project he inherited from his late wife Debbie who 
previously served as a trustee of the Society, 
constitutes an invaluable resource for local 
history research. 

Gary Lord, President 

  

  

Letter from the President 
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Ruth’s children, as well as Lois’s, continued to 
summer there through 2016 when the house was 
sold and the organ moved to the Marvin Newton 
House.  All four generations played it. 
 
The “Ice Wagon” 

 
 
This homemade cart was used during the 1940’s 
and 50’s to transport ice to our ice box in the last 
house in the village—east side to the north.  My 
grandparents came there in 1917 and farmed 
until 1931 when by grandfather, Frank Harford 
died.  My grandmother Ruth died in 1937. 
 

 

  

Organ and Ice Wagon (continued) 

We, Ruth Hansen Goodale and Lois Hansen 
Evankow, had to go into the store to request the 
size piece if ice we needed.  Perley Davis went 
out the back door, and we pushed the wagon 
around back.  Perley went up a ladder to the ice 
house (the ladder was boards nailed to the wall) 
and threw down a chunk of ice.  He washed the 
sawdust off using a hand pump that used pond 
water. 
 
At home we loaded it (after being cut to the right 
size to fit) into the top loading ice box.  My father 
had rigged up a pulley system for this.  Ice melt 
drained down a tube to a pan under the ice box.  
Later the tube went out direct to the wood shed.  
The pan often ran over. 
 
When my father was present he carried the ice 
home on the back bumper of his Chevy.  We 
could never have iced drinks because it was 
pond water.  We also played “horse” with the 
wagon and gave a Collie dog rides. 

Snow Roller Reconstruction Progress Report 
 

    
 

badly deteriorated snow roller shed behind 
the Marvin Newton House is well under 
way. The old shed has been removed, 
new footings are in place and the erection 
of a new shed is scheduled to be 
completed before winter.  Volunteers to 
date include Andy Lake, general 
contractor; Greg Wight, resource manager 
& scheduler; Chuck Barnum, Will Brown, 
Skip Buck, and Mike Stoddard, demolition 
crew.  Mike used his back hoe to prepare 
the foundation and Charlie Ballou used his 
equipment to set the concrete piers. Janet 
Martin and her father, Brice, removed 
debris from the site. Bonnie Fallon 
donated roofing for the new shed.  All of 
this commitment is key to the preservation 
of a distinctive artifact that is part of 
Brookfield's rich heritage.    

Thanks to a generous community response 
to the Roy MacAskill Memorial Fund 
(currently $1,725), donations of material, 
access to heavy equipment, and the support 
of volunteer labor; the reconstruction of the  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adam Boyce as Charles Ross Taggart’s 
“Old Country Fiddler”  
 
Having grown up in Topsham, 
Vermont, Charles Ross Taggart 
went on to a forty-year career 
performing in countless stage 
show across the country, including 
the famous Red Path Chautauqua 
circuit.  Fiddler Adam Boyce 
portrays Mr. Taggart near the end 
of his career, circa 1936, sharing 
recollections of his life and career 
interspersed with live fiddling and 
humorous sketches.  
 

 
The real Charles Ross Taggart as “The 
Old Country Fiddler,” c. 1920 
 
 

 Annual Meeting Performance by Adam Boyce 
The Old Country Fiddler: Charles Ross Taggart,  

Vermont’s Traveling Entertainer  

Brookfield Historical 
Society 

PO Box 447 
(1131 Ridge Road) 

Brookfield, VT  05036 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, exhibit 
and interpret artifacts, and 

publish material which 
relates to and illuminates the 

historical development of 

Brookfield. 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 
 

 
 

 
BHS e-mail  

 
Missed the latest 
Brookfield Historical 
Society event?  Please 
contact membership 
chairman Perry Kacik at 
perrykacik@aol.com to 
be included in our 
upcoming events e-mail 
notification list.  (The 
list is only used for 
Society purposes.) 
 

A potluck supper will follow 
Boyce’s performance.  Please 
contact Bonnie Fallon, 276-3105, 
with your supper offering. 
 
The event is free, open to the 
public, and accessible to those 
with disabilities.   
 
For more information, contact 
Gary Lord at (802) 276-3927 or 
visit the Brookfield Historical 
Society blog. 
 
A Vermont Humanities Council 
event hosted by the Brookfield 
Historical Society 

Don’t Throw It Away 

 

Thank you! 

From The Curator’s 
Corner 

 
Provenance – Provenance – 
Provenance 
 
Along with the gift of a family- 
heirloom organ, not only for 
music but also a lovely piece 
of furniture to grace the parlor, 
comes much information from 
its donor, Ruth Goodale. 
 
On the subject of another 
donation from Ruth, details of 
ice wagon adventures are 
told. 
 
Ruth also presented the 
Society with three articles of 
clothing for a baby or young 
child. 

http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/

