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Events 

2016 Sunset Lake 
Ice-Out Contest 
See enclosed raffle 
ticket sheet. 
 
“Dam Nation” talk 
on March 20, 
Sunday, at 3:00 
p.m. followed by a 
potluck at the Pond 
Village Church 
Fellowship Hall 
 
Marvin Newton 
House opens July-
August, Sundays, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
The Daly/Stone Ice 
Cream Social, 
Aug. TBA, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House 
 
Annual Meeting 
with Historical 
Presentation and 
Potluck Supper, 
October TBA, 
(details in the next 
News). 
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The first mention of the land which now comprises the town of 
Brookfield to be found in the archives of the Vermont Historical Society 
states that the old town of Middlesex comprised parts of the towns of 
Randolph, Brookfield, Braintree and Roxbury. This was a New York 
grant of 35,000 acres by Lt. Gov. Colden to Augustus Van Cortlandt, 
dated January 22, 1770. 
 
In 1774, Phineas Lyman of Hadley, Mass., and 36 associates applied 
for and obtained from Lt. Gov. Colden of New York a grant of 36,000 
acres of land to form a township to be known as Wickham and the 
bounds of said Wickham, comprised at least a part of what is now 
Brookfield.  
 
No settlement was made in the vicinity, however, until 1779 when 
Shubael Cross came and settled the "Old Wheatley Homestead" on the 
Branch [of the White River]. He was followed early the same year by 
John Paine who settled further north on the Branch. They were quickly 
followed by several other families who settled in a somewhat haphazard 
way in what was later referred to as "The four mile square". Mr. Cross 
and his company, however, had neglected to obtain a written grant or 
charter from the State of Vermont, having apparently settled solely on 
the strength of verbal encouragement extended to them by the 
Governor and Council then in session at Windsor. 
 
After hearing petitions presented by each of these companies, the 
General Assembly of Vermont granted a charter to Phineas Lyman and 
64 associates to form a town to be known as Brookfield. On June 21, 
1783, the Proprietors voted to lay out a road through the town from the 
Randolph line to the north line of Brookfield. 
 
The town was actually organized March 18, 1785 when the following 
officers were elected: Timothy Cowles, Town Clerk; William Wakefield, 
Nathaniel Humphrey and Hezekiah Gaylord, Selectmen; Amasa Hyde, 
Constable, and Timothy Cowles, Justice of the Peace. 
 
In 1788 the town voted to call Mr. Elijah Lyman to settle as minister. 
 

(Reprinted from: 1971-1941, The Observance of the Sesquicentennial 
of the Admission of Vermont to the Union and the Founding of the 
Brookfield Public Library.  Held at Brookfield, Vermont. By authority of 
the Town. August 9-13,1941.) 
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Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Last winter was unusually cold and long in 
Brookfield.  The annual Ice-Out Contest 
sponsored by the Historical Society finally 
came to a conclusion on April 28th when a 
cinder block attached to “Dunkin,” the ice-out 
monitor on Brookfield’s Sunset Pond, fell 
through the decaying ice at 5:32 am.  
Seventeen guesses in the pool specified the 
correct ice-out day, but contestant Tim 
Schroeder of Brookfield won the prize money 
with the closest estimate of 5:00 am. 
  
Brookfield’s unique Floating Bridge, first 
constructed in 1820, was replaced for the 
eighth time in May and celebrated with 
impressive ceremony and community 
festivities.  Several members of the Historical 
Society deserve special recognition for the 
roles they played in paving the way for this 
achievement. Elinor Gray provided valuable 
historical research about the bridge that was 
instrumental in convincing state and federal 
authorities to replace the historic structure.  
Perry Kacik presided over the daunting task of 
organizing dozens of volunteers engaged in 
planning and executing the activities 
associated with the opening of the bridge.   
Greg Wight, the treasurer of the celebration 
committee, was remarkably successful 
devising a strategy to finance celebration 
activities. 
  
Settlement of the estate of James W. Gerard 
(1935-2013) provided a generous legacy to 
strengthen several Brookfield institutions: the 
Library, the Pond Village Church, and the 
Historical Society.  James and his life partner, 
Richard Slappey, co-founded the Ashgate 
Publishing Company headquartered in 
Brookfield where Jim’s family had long 
maintained a home.  Recognizing the 
importance of institutions that sustain 
communities, Jim supported worthy endeavors 
in Brookfield and elsewhere in Vermont.  
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Committed to public service, Jim served on a 
number of public boards including the 
Brookfield Historical Society, the Gifford 
Medical Center, and the Vermont Public 
Research Interest Group.  
  
Progress was made this past summer in 
removing trees that constituted substantial 
hazards either for visitors to the Marvin Newton 
House or passersby.  The Brookfield 
Selectmen made arrangements to remove two 
very large and lifeless maple trees bordering 
the Ridge Road.  Offers to replace these 
ancient landmarks with replacement maple 
saplings would be gratefully considered.  Later 
in the summer the Sauer Family (Greg, 
Kathleen and their son Rafe) removed a large 
maple tree overhanging the north side of the 
Newton House.  This volunteer effort, not the 
first of its kind by the Sauers, was another 
important step in eliminating a potential threat 
to the historic headquarters of the Society.  
Thanks to their hard work and the prudent 
initiative of the selectmen, the Society was 
spared considerable expense.   
  
In August the Society hosted the annual Helen 
Daly and Margaret Stone Ice Cream Social in 
August at the Marvin Newton House.  The 
event, organized by Pat and Ray Mayer, was 
well attended and favored by fine summer 
weather.  As he has done in the past Barbara 
Daly provided a choice array of cookies from 
her kitchen.  Those attending the event greatly 
appreciated the lively music of the Bear 
Mountain Jammers led by Larry Brassard.  
  
At the 81st annual meeting of the Society held 
in October singer, musician, and scholar Burt 
Porter presented a program on “The British 
Ballad Tradition in New England.”  The 
performance, co-sponsored by the Vermont 
Humanities Council, was well received by a 
greatly appreciative audience. 

  

  

Letter from the President 
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Brookfield Roads (West Street?) from the Ella Colt Photo Collection 
 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guess the Sunset Pond ice-out date 
and time this spring. 
 
$2 for each guess (or 3 for $5)  
 
25% of proceeds given for the closest 
estimate to the ice out time; the 
remainder benefits the BHS. 
 
For additional tickets, please copy the 
raffle sheet that came with this 
newsletter, or download it from the 
Society’s blog. 

Brookfield Historical Society’s Annual Ice-Out Raffle 

 Brookfield Historical 
Society 

PO Box 447 
(1131 Ridge Road) 

Brookfield, VT  05036 
 

Officers and Trustees for 
2015-2016: 

Gary Lord, President 
Roy MacAskill, Vice President 

Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Bonnie Fallon 
Pat Mayer 

Barbara Daly 
Elaine Manghi Buck 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society Blog 
 
 Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorical
society.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 

 

 
 

 
Other 

 
What would you like to 
learn about Brookfield?   
 
Do you have Brookfield 
historical material to 
contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a letter, 
or visit us online. 
 

Ice-Out Record: 
 
2004 :  April 19, 10:53 a.m. 
 
2005 :  April 18, 8:27 a.m. 
 
2006 :  April 13, 6:42 a.m. 
 
2007 :  April 23, 8:13 p.m. 
 
2008 :  April 20, 3:59 p.m. 
 
2009 :  April 17, 5:56 a.m. 
 
2010 :  April 4, 11:36 a.m. 
 
2011 :  April 27, 12:15 p.m. 
 
2012 :  March 25, 6:51 a.m.  
 
2013 :  April 20, 12:32 a.m. 
 
2014 :  April 23, 2:10 p.m. 
 
2015:  April 28, 5:32 a.m. 
 

Don’t Throw It Away 

 
Curator’s Corner 

 
Though it might not look like it 
outside, it's almost time for 
spring cleaning. If, in the 
process, you find any 
garments, tools, furniture, 
dishes etc. which were owned 
or used by residents of 
Brookfield which need a new 
home, please email me at 
jwilder36@aim.com. 

President Letter (cont.) 
 
The Society has completed the first 
step of a multi-stage commitment of 
the Society to preserve the integrity 
of the historic Marvin Newton House. 
New clapboards on the south side of 
the house were painted last summer 
and restoration of window sash 
began.  However, volunteers are 
needed for the upcoming painting 
season to continue the window 
reglazing project. 
  
 
Gary Lord, President. 

 

http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/

