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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Annual Meeting 

When:  
 
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 25, 2015 
 
Where:  
 
Pond Village 
Church, Fellowship 
Hall 
 
What:  
 
1. Brief business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
 
2.  Program on 
British Ballad 
Tradition in New 
England by Burt 
Porter 
 
3.  Potluck supper 
 
Who: 
 
All are welcome 
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Local carpenters Kevin Dunwoody and David Jacobs painted the south 
side of the house and repaired some clapboards on the upper-east side.  
Kevin also led a window glazing workshop in August that resulted in most 
of the Marvin Newton House south side windows being re-glazed.  
  

 
 
Next year the lower east side clapboards need replacement and painting. 

 

Newton House is under repair.   
Your support is needed. 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Reader, 
 
Last winter was unusually cold and long in 
Brookfield.  The annual Ice-Out Contest sponsored 
by the Historical Society finally came to a 
conclusion on April 28th when a cinder block 
attached to “Dunkin,” the ice-out monitor on 
Brookfield’s Sunset Pond, fell through the decaying 
ice at 5:32 am.  Seventeen guesses in the pool 
specified the correct ice-out day, but contestant Tim 
Schroeder of Brookfield won the prize money with 
the closest estimate of 5:00 am. 

Brookfield’s unique Floating Bridge, first 
constructed in 1820, was replaced for the eighth 
time in May and celebrated with impressive 
ceremony and community festivities.  Several 
members of the Historical Society deserve special 
recognition for the roles they played in paving the 
way for this achievement. Elinor Gray provided 
valuable historical research about the bridge that 
was instrumental in convincing state and federal 
authorities to replace the historic structure.  Perry 
Kacik presided over the daunting task of organizing 
dozens of volunteers engaged in planning and 
executing the activities associated with the opening 
of the bridge.   Greg Wight, the treasurer of the 
celebration committee, was remarkably successful 
devising a strategy to finance celebration activities. 

The recent settlement of the estate of James W. 
Gerard (1935-2013) provided a generous legacy to 
strengthen several Brookfield institutions: the 
Library, the Pond Village Church, and the Historical 
Society.  James and his life partner, Richard 
Slappey, co-founded the Ashgate Publishing 
Company headquartered in Brookfield where Jim’s 
family had long maintained a home.  Recognizing 
the importance of institutions that sustain 
communities, Jim supported worthy endeavors in 
Brookfield and elsewhere in Vermont.  Committed 
to public service, Jim served on a number of public 
boards including the Brookfield Historical Society, 
the Gifford Medical Center, and the Vermont Public 
Research Interest Group.  

Progress was made this past summer in removing 
trees that constituted substantial hazards either for 
visitors to the Marvin Newton House or passersby.  
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The Brookfield Selectmen made arrangements to 
remove two very large and lifeless maple trees 
adjacent to the Ridge Road.  Offers to replace 
these ancient landmarks with replacement maple 
saplings would be gratefully considered.   

Later in the summer the Sauer Family (Greg, 
Kathleen and their son Rafe) removed a large 
maple tree overhanging the north side of the 
Newton House.  This volunteer effort, not the first of 
its kind by the Sauers, was another important step 
in eliminating a potential threat to the historic 
headquarters of the Society.  Thanks to their hard 
work the Society was spared a considerable 
expense.   

In August the Society hosted the annual Helen Daly 
and Margaret Stone Ice Cream Social in August at 
the Marvin Newton House.  The event, organized 
by Pat and Ray Mayer, was well attended and 
favored by fine summer weather.  Again, this year 
Barbara Daly provided a choice array of cookies 
from her kitchen.  Those attending the event greatly 
appreciated the lively music of the Bear Mountain 
Jammers led by Larry Brassard.  

The Society has completed the first step of a multi-
stage commitment of the Society to preserve the 
integrity of the Marvin Newton House. New 
clapboards on the south side of the house were 
painted last summer and restoration of window 
sash began.  This progress is revealed by photos 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  

Finally, be sure to take notice of information about 
the annual meeting of the Society on October 25th 
at the Pond Village Church when the highly 
accomplished ballad singer and fiddler, Burt Porter, 
will present “The British Ballad Tradition in New 
England.” The program will be followed by a potluck 
supper.  Please join us. 

Gary Lord, President 

  

  

Letter from the President 
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Work also needs to be done on the barn in back 
of the Marvin Newton House. 
 

 
 
 

 

  

Newton House (continued) 

The structure and roof on the west side of the barn 
are in dire need of repair. 
 

 

8th Floating Bridge Commemorative Postcard Is Still Available! 
 

 
 
Send SASE and $1 for one, $2 for three, or $3 for five to Brookfield Historical Society,  
PO Box 447, Brookfield, VT 05036. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Traditional British ballads as sung 
in New England are a rich part of 
the literary and musical heritage 
of our region, and yet they are 
little known today. Although these 
ancient songs present their often 
tragic narratives with a great 
poetic artistry, the texts are 
closely wedded to their melodies 
and must be heard as music to be 
fully appreciated. Burt Porter, a 
singer and scholar of ballads, 
presents a program of New 
England ballads, focusing on 
Vermont versions with 
commentary on the history and 
art of balladry. He accompanies 
the singing with fiddle and 
mandolin.  
 
Burt Porter, who resides in an old 
farmhouse in Glover, Vermont, 
has been singing ballads for the 
past sixty years. Porter sings in 
English dialect but is also familiar 
with Scottish dialect learned from 
his mother.  The fiddle he plays 
belonged to his great grandfather 
and was made in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, in 1883. Porter’s 
publications include five books of 
poetry and a play in verse.  

 Annual Meeting Performance by Singer Burt Porter 
The British Ballad Tradition in New England  Brookfield Historical 

Society 
PO Box 447 

(1131 Ridge Road) 
Brookfield, VT  05036 

 
Officers and Trustees for 

2014-2015: 
Gary Lord, President 

Roy MacAskill, Vice President 
Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Barbara Daly 
Bonnie Fallon 

Pat Mayer 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, exhibit 
and interpret artifacts, and 

publish material which 
relates to and illuminates the 

historical development of 

Brookfield. 
 
 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society Blog 
 

Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 
 

 
 

 
BHS e-mail  

 
Missed the latest 
Brookfield Historical 
Society event?  Please 
contact membership 
chairman Perry Kacik at 
perrykacik@aol.com to 
be included in our 
upcoming events e-mail 
notification list.  (The 
list is only used for 
Society purposes.) 
 

 
The performance will begin at 
4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
of the Pond Village Church in 
Brookfield.  The program is free, 
open to the public, and 
accessible to people with 
disabilities. The appearance of 
Porter is underwritten by the 
Vermont Humanities Council and 
the Brookfield Historical Society.  
 
Following Porter’s performance, 
a potluck supper will be 
conducted.  For information 
about the supper, call Bonnie 
Fallon at 276-3105. 

Don’t Throw It Away 

 

Thank you! 

From The Curator’s 
Corner 

 
As you sort through boxes in 
attics, closets, and the like, be 
sure to keep in mind the 
Brookfield Historical Society.  
Some of those items that 
seem useless to you may be a 
treasure in disguise.  Some 
examples of items we have 
acquired are:  diaries, books, 
ledgers, pictures, essays, 
clothes, furniture, tools, etc.  
Each item is a unique piece of 
the puzzle that makes up the 
history of the early days in 
Brookfield.  Our thanks for the 
many articles we have already 
received and for your 
continued support.  If you 
need more information, 
contact one of the board 
members. 

http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/

