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Events 

2015 Sunset Lake 
Ice-Out Contest 
See enclosed raffle 
ticket sheet. 
 
Brookfield Floating 
Bridge Opening 
Celebration 
Weekend, 
Saturday-Sunday, 
hours TBA, May 23-
24, 2015. 
 
Marvin Newton 
House opens July-
August, Sundays, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
The Daly/Stone Ice 
Cream Social, 
Aug. 16, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House 
 
Annual Meeting 
with Historical 
Presentation and 
Potluck Supper in 
October (details in 
the next News). 
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In the “Farming in Brookfield” chapter of The History of Brookfield, 
Vermont, David F. Lee briefly mentions the famous and often quoted 
“Eighteen-Hundred and Froze to Death.” He writes, “There were snow 
storms in June and July and heavy frosts all summer.  People had to live 
for a year on pumpkins and turnips.  Woodchucks and porcupines were 
very ‘popular’ staples since large game and even fish were already 
becoming scarce in Vermont.” The year was 1816, and it was also 
known as “The Year without a Summer,” the “Poverty Year,” and “The 
Starving Year.”  
 
January and February of 1816 were mild with little precipitation.   
Temperatures in March and April were below average, and it remained 
dry.  The first indications of what was to come began in May.  According 
to Derek Maroot in “The Year without a Summer” (The Northland 
Journal), on May 12th, “the first of a series of unusually strong arctic 
fronts surged across the North Country with cold Canadian air producing 
hard frosts far into south New England.”  Another hard freeze occurred 
on the 18th, and snow was reported across Quebec on the 19th.  A storm 
system brought milder temperatures and rain on the 26th, but then 
another cold front arrived on the 29th and stayed until the end of May. 
 
The arrival of June brought warmer temperatures.  Farmers once again 
tried to sow crops.  However, in the afternoon of June 5th, a cold front 
swept into Vermont and New England.  In less than twenty-four hours, 
temperatures plummeted from the 80s (Fahrenheit) to the 40s.  More 
cold air arrived on the 7th with snow developing across much of the 
region.  The following was reported in the Danville North Star (June, 15, 
1816) under the headline “Melancholy Weather”: 
 

Some account was given in last week’s issue of the unparalleled 
severity of the weather.  It continues without any essential 
amelioration, from the 6th to the 10th instant—freezing as hard five 
nights in succession as it usually does in December.  In the night 
of the 6th, water froze an inch thick—and on the night of the 7th 
and morning of the 8th, a kind of sleet or exceeding cold snow fell, 
attended with high wind, which measured in places where it 
drifted, 18 to 20 inches in depth.  Saturday morning the weather 
was more severe than it generally is during the storms of winter.  
It was indeed a gloomy and tedious period. 

 
(continued on page 4) 

Eighteen Hundred and Froze to Death 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
At the annual meeting of the Society held on 
October 26th at the Pond Village Church the 
featured program was an appearance of the highly 
accomplished singer Linda Radtke, accompanied by 
pianist Arthur Zorn.  They presented “Vermont 
History Through Song,” a selection of songs 
Vermonters sang in their communities from the 19th 
century.  The performance, co-sponsored by the 
Vermont Humanities Council, was enthusiastically 
received by an appreciative audience.  
 
Over the past several months the Board of Trustees 
of the Society have been inventorying the restoration 
and maintenance needs of the historic Marvin 
Newton House, both for the exterior and interior of 
the building.  Additionally, roof and structural work 
needs to be done on the detached shed that houses 
the horse-drawn snow roller and the antique tool 
collection.  These needs are being prioritized and 
cost estimates are under review.  The next step will 
be to design a funding strategy to meet these needs. 
The results of these efforts will be reported to the 
membership of the Society in a future issue of the 
newsletter. 
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Several members of the Historical Society Board are 
playing an active role on the Planning Committee for 
the weekend-long celebration of the opening of the 
new floating bridge scheduled for May 23-24. A wide 
range of activities are planned for this celebration.  
Be sure to see the impressive exhibit on the history 
of the floating bridge that will be mounted by the 
Brookfield Historical Society.  The bridge opening 
celebration is an ambitious undertaking and 
volunteers are needed to help with events support, 
site coordination, and traffic control.  If you can 
assist, please call Perry Kacik, Chair of the Planning 
Committee, at 276-2143.  
 
This summer, 2015, volunteers will be needed to 
assist with carpentry, painting, and gardening 
projects at the Marvin Newton House.  Additionally, 
the Society’s important collection of furniture is due 
for cleaning and waxing.  If you can be of assistance 
with any of these projects, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 
 
Gary Lord, President. 

Letter from the President

Opening Celebration Weekend 
For the New Brookfield Floating Bridge 

Saturday-Sunday, May 23-24, 2015 
 

The planning committee for the Opening Celebration Weekend needs volunteers to help with 
events support, site coordination, visitor assistance, traffic control, etc. for the Floating Bridge 
opening and celebration events, including: (tentative schedule currently in planning…) 
 

 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Saturday morning presentations, performances, Old Town Hall 
exhibit, food vendors, children's activities 

 2:00 – 3:00 PM Saturday Opening Ceremony and Bridge Opening 
 7:00 – 10:00 PM - Old Town Hall Music and Entertainment 
 10:00 AM -3:00 PM – Sunday Celebration continuing exhibits, presentations, 

performances 
We Need Volunteers. Can you pitch in? 

 
Please call Perry Kacik at 276-2143 or send an e-mail to perrykacik@aol.com. Thanks! 

 
Planning Committee: Brookfield Historical Society, Brookfield Community Partnership, Floating 

Bridge Food & Farms Coop., Brookfield Town Selectboard, White River Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, Orange County Sheriff’s Dept. 

Support from VT Agency of Transportation, VT Dept. Tourism & Marketing 
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A View of Winter from the Ella Colt Photo Collection 

Innovative Brookfielders Keeping Warm 

The Beauty of Brookfield in Winter 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guess the Sunset Pond ice-out date
and time this spring. 
 
$2 for each guess (or 3 for $5)  
 
25% of proceeds given for the closest
estimate to the ice out time; the
remainder benefits the BHS. 
 
For additional tickets, please copy the
raffle sheet that came with this
newsletter, or download it from the
Society’s blog. 

Brookfield Historical Society’s Annual Ice-Out Raffle 
Brookfield Historical 

Society 
PO Box 447 

(1131 Ridge Road) 
Brookfield, VT  05036 

 
Officers and Trustees for 

2014-2015: 
Gary Lord, President 

Roy MacAskill, Vice President 
Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Bonnie Fallon 
Pat Mayer 

Barbara Daly 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
 Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 

 
 

 
Other 

 
What would you like to 
learn about Brookfield?  
 
Do you have Brookfield 
historical material to 
contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a 
letter, or visit us online. 

Please return guesses and 
money to any trustee or to 
Town Clerk’s office. 
 
Ice-Out Record: 
 
2006 :  April 13, 6:42 a.m. 
 
2007 :  April 23, 8:13 p.m. 
 
2008 :  April 20, 3:59 p.m. 
 
2009 :  April 17, 5:56 a.m. 
 
2010 :  April 4, 11:36 a.m. 
 
2011 :  April 27, 12:15 p.m. 
 
2012 :  March 25, 6:51 a.m.  
 
2013 :  April 20, 12:32 a.m. 
 
2014 :  April 23, 2:10 p.m. 

Curator’s Corner 
 
As you sort through boxes in 
attics, closets, and the like, be 
sure to keep in mind the 
Brookfield Historical Society.  
Some of those items that seem 
useless to you may be a 
treasure in disguise.  Some 
examples of items we have 
acquired are:  diaries, books, 
ledgers, pictures, essays, 
clothes, furniture, tools, etc.  
Each item is a unique piece of 
the puzzle that makes up the 
history of the early days in 
Brookfield.  Our thanks for the 
many articles we have already 
received and for your 
continued support.  If you need 
more information, contact one 
of the board members. 
 

Froze to Death (cont.) 
 
For the rest of June, temperatures 
returned to near normal. There was 
even a heat wave lasting from the 
22nd to the 24th.   
 
On July 7th, northwest winds brought 
more cold air, light frosts, and record 
low temperatures to the region. For 
the reminder of July, temperatures 
were seasonable, but virtually no rain 
fell in Vermont. 
 
In August more cold fronts swept into 
Vermont bringing frost to the North 
County on the 13th and 14th, and 
statewide frosts on the 21st and 28th.  
 
By harvest time in September nearly 
all the corn crop in Vermont was lost.  
“Estimates for hay crop were less 
than one third of expected.” (Maroot)  
Historian L.D. Stillwell estimated that 
in 1816 and 1817 some 10,000 to 
15,000 people left Vermont, erasing 
seven years of population growth. 
 
In much of the Northern Hemisphere, 
Scientist noted a “rather sudden and 
often extreme changes in surface 
weather after the eruption of 
Tambora” in Indonesia. (1992. The 
Year Without Summer?: World 
Climate in 1816) 


