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Brookfield Historical
Society News 

Annual Meeting 

When:  
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 26, 2012 
 
Where:  
in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Pond 
Village Church 
 
What:  
 
1. Brief business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
 
2.  Program on 
Vermont History 
through Song by 
Linda Radka 
 
3.  Potluck supper 
(for information 
about the potluck 
contact Bonnie 
Fallon at 276-3105) 
 
Who: 
All are welcome 
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In September of 1933 the first 
meeting of the Brookfield Historical 
Society was held at the Floating 
Bridge Tearoom.  Four years later 
Winthrop Abbott, a former 
Brookfield schoolteacher then 
living in Massachusetts, offered the 
“Newton Homestead” in Brookfield 
Center Village to the Brookfield 
Historical Society, provided that it 
pay the 1937 tax bill on the 
property amounting to $12.82.  The 
Society readily accepted the offer 
and in doing so acquired a historic 
house that was remarkably 
unchanged since its construction a 
century earlier.  Electricity, 
plumbing, and central heating had 
never been introduced into the 
Newton House and it remained a 
remarkable example of early 19th 
century building technology and 
taste. 
 
When the builder of the house, 
Marvin Newton, moved from 
Massachusetts to Brookfield in 
1830 the population of the growing 
town had almost reached 1700, 
almost 400 more than the latest 
national census report in 2010.  
Newton, a blacksmith by trade, 
bought a farm and set up shop.  
Two years later he married Lois 
Smith and by 1835 Newton was 
probably living in the Center Village 
house that bears his name.  Tax 
records for that year indicate that 

Newton House: History & Architectural Significance 
By Gary Lord 

he owned three buildings in 
Brookfield valued at $350, one of 
which was probably the house 
that now stands on the Ridge 
Road.  However, it is possible that 
the house dates from several 
years earlier because a day book 
kept by a local carpenter, Asa 
Smith, indicates that in 1832 he 
billed Marvin Newton for providing 
him 360 lights of glass, installing 
an eaves spout, and painting a 
kitchen. 
 
The main portion of the Marvin 
Newton house is a 2 1\2 story 
Georgian-plan house with five 
bays on the eaves side and has 
two interior chimneys, but only the 
south chimney is visible above the
roof line. These chimneys serve a 
total of five fireplaces.  The south 
flu accommodates three 
fireplaces, including an expansive 
kitchen fireplace with an adjoining 
masonry beehive-shaped bake 
oven.  A center hallway is flanked 
on both sides by a front and rear 
room.  Replacement 12/12 lights 
replicate the appearance of the 
original window sash.  As is the 
case in many Georgian-plan 
houses, the Newton House has a 
central doorway and the tops of 
the second story windows are 
positioned just under the eaves.  
 
 
(continued on page 3) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear Reader, 
 
Last winter proved to be longer and colder than 
expected.  The 11th Annual Ice-Out Contest 
sponsored by the Historical Society came to a 
conclusion on April 23rd when “Dunkin,” the 
ice-out monitor on Brookfield’s Sunset Pond 
plunged through the rotting ice at 2:10 pm—
almost one month later than the ice-out of the 
previous year.  Eight of the estimates specified 
the correct day, but contestant Richard Hale of 
Brookfield won the prize money with the 
closest estimate of 2:00 pm. 

Early in the summer master gardeners Carol 
Rogers and Jackie Wilder, with the assistance 
of Jonathan Wilder, continued the process 
started the previous year of improving the 
gardens of the Marvin Newton House.  A most 
generous gift of plant materials appropriate for 
a 19th century garden was provided by John 
and Lynn Lipkvich. 

In June the Brookfield Society participated in 
the biannual Vermont History Expo held as 
usual at the Tunbridge Fairgrounds.  The 
Society’s exhibit the “Art of the Floating Bridge” 
was viewed by hundreds at the two-day event 
and received much favorable comment. The 
mixed media exhibit showcased artistic 
depictions of the Brookfield’s floating bridge 
from the late 19th century to the present.  
Featured art ranged from photographs by Ella 
Colt Benham to contemporary works by Gene 
Parent and Vermont Cartoonist Laureate Ed 
Koren.  The exhibit, transported with the 
assistance of Charlie Ballou, was remounted at 
the Marvin Newton House as a featured 
summer exhibit. Bonnie Fallon, Elinor Gray and 
Jackie Wilder jointly curated the exhibit.  A 
second exhibit, selections of historic costumes 
from the Society’s collections, was arranged by 
Barbara Daly and Jackie Wilder. 

The Brookfield Historical Society hosted the 
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annual Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice 
Cream Social in August at the Marvin Newton 
House.  The event, favored by perfect summer 
weather, was well attended by visitors of all 
ages.  Once again this year Barbara Daly 
provided a choice array of cookies from her 
kitchen.  Pat and Ray Mayer expertly 
orchestrated the event that was much 
enlivened by the music of the Bear Hill 
Jammers, featuring Larry Brassard, Marlene 
Brassard, and Gail Osha.   

The Marvin Newton House is an architecturally 
significant late Federal Period landmark in 
Brookfield that is a valuable community legacy. 
Those who have passed by it in recent weeks 
have noticed that the clapboards on the south 
side of the main part of the house have been 
replaced due to the deterioration caused by 
time and weather.  This is only the first step of 
a multi-stage commitment that the Society is 
undertaking to preserve the integrity of the 
building.  Clapboards on the east end of the ell 
also need to be replaced.  The entire building 
needs to be repainted and the window sashes 
need to be restored.  The interior of the 
building needs plaster restoration and 
repainting.  All of this represents a significant 
financial challenge that will require foundation 
and community support.  The trustees of the 
Society are currently working on a preservation 
timetable and fund-raising strategy.  Details will 
be forthcoming in the spring.  The architectural 
and historical significance of the Marvin 
Newton House are considered in a separate 
article in this issue of the News. 

Also, be sure to take notice of information 
about the annual meeting of the Society on 
October 26th when the highly accomplished 
singer, Linda Radtke, will present “Vermont 
History through Song.”  The program will be 
followed by a potluck supper.  Please join us. 

Gary Lord, President 

Letter from the President
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What is unusual about the house is the 
framing system in the attic, which includes 
heavy, hewn, braced purlins more typical of 
barn construction.  Other Georgian plan 
houses in Brookfield include the Kacik house 
on West Street, the Dilcer house on the 
Stone Road, the old Stratton Inn on East 
Street, and the Emmons-Ferri House on 
Route 14. 
 
The Newton House is an impressive example 
of a vernacular or simplified country version 
of the Federal Style that was popular in 
Vermont from the late 1700s through the 
1830s. While the exterior of the house is 
practically devoid of architectural 
ornamentation, the front doorway does 
exhibit a design scheme that is typical of the 
Federal Period, including a projecting cornice 
shelf over the door with thin, delicate, 
molding characteristic of the style but unlike 
the heavy, more robust, moldings of the later 
Greek Revival Style.  The fireplace mantels 
of the front rooms of the house are decorated 
with reeding and ornamental fretwork 

Newton House (continued) 

associated with the Federal style.  The risers 
of the staircase are also embellished with 
reeding.  Furthermore, the moldings of the 
window trim in the front rooms are in 
keeping with the Federal decorative 
aesthetic.   
 
Fortunately, little has changed in the interior 
woodwork of the Newton House since its 
initial construction.  The softwood flooring, 
stair balustrade, doors, trim and hardware 
remain largely intact.  A large plaster–lined 
brick cistern designed to collect rainwater is 
still in place in the cellar.  However the one-
story ell reportedly was added in 1854, two 
years before the death of Marvin Newton. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society recognizes 
the historical and architectural significance 
of the Marvin Newton House.  The Society is 
also well aware of its legacy and its 
responsibility to maintain the integrity of a 
building that constitutes an important part of 
the material culture and heritage of the 
community. 
 

The Newton House is under repair.  Your help and support are needed. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Singer and researcher 
Linda Radtke brings 
Vermont history to life 
with engaging 
commentary about the 
songs found in the 
Vermont Historical 
Society’s collection of 
sheet music. Dressed in 
period costume and using 
the music Vermonters 
published and sang in 
their communities, Ms. 
Radtke takes listeners 
through our state’s 
history. The program is 
suitable for all ages. 
 
Presentation sponsored 
by the Vermont 
Humanities Council 
(VHC) Speakers Bureau 
and the Brookfield 
Historical Society on 
Sunday, October 26, 4:00 
p.m. at the Brookfield, 
Pond Village Church, 
Fellowship Hall. Call Gary 
Lord at (802) 485-2361 
for more information. 

 Annual Meeting Speaker Linda Radke 
Vermont History through Songs  Brookfield Historical 

Society 
PO Box 447 

(1131 Ridge Road) 
Brookfield, VT  05036 

 
Officers and Trustees for 

2013-2014: 
Gary Lord, President 

Roy MacAskill, Vice President 
Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Barbara Daly 
Bonnie Fallon 

Pat Mayer 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, exhibit 
and interpret artifacts, and 

publish material which 
relates to and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 
 

 
 

BHS e-mail  
 

Missed the latest 
Brookfield Historical 
Society event?  Please 
contact membership 
chairman Perry Kacik at 
perrykacik@aol.com to 
be included in our 
upcoming events e-mail 
notification list.  (The 
list is only used for 
Society purposes.) 

Recent Acquisitions 
 
A washboard played by Frances 
Adams with thimbled fingers at 
jam sessions held in the Old 
Town Hall in mid-20th century 
donated by Barbara Adams. 
 
A cheese box with Brookfield, 
Vermont, stenciled label, late 
19th-early 20th century donated 
by Linda R. Abbott. 
 
Baby clothes from the Bigelow 
Family. 
 
Post cards of the Floating Bridge 
donated by Betty Lord. 

Thank you! 

From The Curator’s 
Corner 

 
   If you are fall housecleaning, 
downsizing, or just in the mood 
to be rid of stuff, we are still 
collecting!  Among our items 
received this year are a shaving 
brush and straight razor. They 
already have a place in the Allis 
room on the washstand with the 
bowl and pitcher for cleaning up. 
If you have any questions about 
donations, please call Jackie 
Wilder at 276-3959. 


