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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Events 
2014 Sunset Lake 
Ice-Out Contest 
See enclosed raffle 
ticket sheet. 
 
June 21 & 22, 
Vermont History 
Expo 2014. 
History’s Country 
Fair, Tunbridge, VT 
 
Marvin Newton 
House opens July-
August, Sundays, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
The Daly/Stone Ice 
Cream Social, 
Aug. 10, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House 
 
Annual Meeting 
with Historical 
Presentation and 
Potluck Supper, 
October 19, (details 
in the next News). 
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The newly published Buildings of 
Vermont (2014) by Glenn M. 
Andres and Curtis B. Johnson 
features the Sprague House in its 
Brookfield section.  The authors 
write, “After the Civil War, John K. 
and Elizabeth Sprague acquired a 
farm on the Second Branch of the 
White River north of the village of 
East Brookfield.  Almost 
immediately John restyled the 
Classic Cottage farmhouse by 
adding scroll-sawn window friezes 
and gable vergeboards.  Most 
distinctively, he added a broad 
projecting, central gabled pavilion 
supported on a full-width front 
porch with square columns, which 
shelters one of the arched inset 
balcony porches especially popular 

Buildings of Brookfield 
 

  
throughout eastern Vermont 
between 1850 and 1870.  
However, unlike the more 
common round or semielliptical 
arches used on such balconies, 
this one has an ogee-arched 
opening and porch ceiling, a 
Gothic Revival variation of the 
balcony porches popular in the 
White River Valley.  Two earlier 
examples remain in Royalton 
village and another in Barnard 
village.  The Sprague family still 
operates the farm, and after a fire 
in the 1990s they rebuilt this 
landmark, faithfully re-creating its 
style.” (page 327)  
 
(continued on page 3) 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
This year has been a very active for the 
Brookfield Historical Society. The support of all 
who have participated in the wide range of 
activities sponsored by the Society is important 
and is very much appreciated. 
  
The 10th Annual Ice-Out Contest came to a 
conclusion during a heavy rain at 12:32 am on 
April 20th when “Dunkin,” the ice-out monitor 
on Brookfield’s Sunset Pond, fell through the 
last remains of the rapidly melting ice. Twenty 
individuals selected times late on April 19 or on 
April 20, but the closest, with an estimate of 
6:00 am on the twentieth, was Kym Anderson 
of Brookfield. 
 
Early in the summer master gardeners Carol 
Rogers and Jackie Wilder carried out a major 
replanting and upgrading of the gardens of the 
Marvin Newton House. John and Lynn Kipkvich 
generously donated an impressive array of 
new plants.  Additional volunteer gardeners are 
always needed for the maintenance of gardens 
and grounds.  Let us know if you are available 
to join in the work and the fun. 
 
Rain did not dampen the enthusiasm of those 
who participated in garden tours in June for 
Membership Appreciation Day. The distinctive 
gardens of Robert and Beth Deforge; Vance 
Smith/Al Wilker; Jackie and Al Wilder; and 
Nancy and Sandy McCall were available to 
view followed by a reception at the McCalls. 
 
Two special exhibits were mounted at the 
Marvin Newton House for the 2013 season.  
Elinor Gray, the Society’s historian, expanded 
an exhibit, first mounted in 2011, honoring the 
173 Brookfield men who served in the Civil 
War.  This past year Elinor selected a dozen or 
so men to profile.  One on them was Egbert H. 
Allis, an assistant surgeon the US Navy who 
died when the USS Bainbridge went down in a 
hurricane in 1863. Allis enlisted early in 1862 
less than a year after having graduated from 
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the University of Vermont Medical School and 
was of the same family whose name graces 
the Allis State Park in Brookfield.  Allis’s 
surgical tools, letters, and other documents 
were on display. 
 
A second exhibit, “Christmas at the Newtons” 
created a cheerful holiday atmosphere of the 
period of the late 1800’s.  The exhibit, curated 
by Chris DeMattais, Jackie Wilder, and Elinor 
Gray, included information about the origins of 
Christmas traditions. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society hosted the 
annual Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice 
Cream Social in August 11th at the Marvin 
Newton House. The day was marked by fine 
summer weather that made the event all the 
more enjoyable for those in attendance.  The 
ice cream, skillfully dispensed by Pat and Ray 
Mayer, was complemented by a cookie contest 
organized by Elinor Gray and judged by 
Carolyn Peake with the assistance of Al Wilder.  
Barbara Daly, whose superb baked goods 
have been enjoyed by those in attendance at 
previous socials, was adjudged the winner in a 
highly competitive field of entries.  Adding to 
the usual festivities was a lively musical 
performance by the Bear Hill Jammers, 
featuring Larry Brassard, Marlene Brassard, 
and Gail Osha.   
 
The capstone event of the summer season 
was an extraordinary performance in the Old 
Town Hall by Elisabeth von Trapp.  The widely 
celebrated singer, musician, and composer 
offered a medley of song and instrumental 
music to a large and highly appreciative 
audience. The benefit performance was 
followed by a reception graciously and 
generously hosted by Nancy McCall at her 
home.  
 
(continued on page 4) 
 
 

 

  

  

Letter from the President 
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Buildings (continued from page 1) 
 
In their February 11, 2014, Vermont Public 
Radio, Vermont Edition interview, the authors 
speak of the challenge they had in selecting from 
among the more than 40,000 buildings of 
Vermont’s rich variety of architectural styles.  
This variety of architectural styles is also seen in 
Brookfield.  The Sprague House is a Gothic 
Revival style popular in the 1850s and 1860s. 

  

Some of the other architectural styles of 
building in Brookfield are shown in historic 
photos below.  Numerous other photos can 
be found in The History of Brookfield, 
Vermont (2010 Edition) along with more 
details than given in this newsletter.  Silver 
Towers, now a conference center for the 
Vermont State Grange, is noted in the 
Historical Sites survey of 1979 as an 
“elaborate Queen Anne Structure….”   
 

  

Italianate – The “bracketed style” was common 
in Vermont in the 1870s and 1880s.  Brackets 
were used to support windows, roof cornices, 
porches, and door hoods.  The Italiante style 
also features flattened roofs.  Photo of 
Follansbee family house (77 Stone Road) 
around 1900. 
 

 

Queen Anne (Victorian) – It has an 
asymmetrical look with turrets, bay windows, 
porches, dorms, and odd-shaped windows.  
Popular in Vermont from 1880s to the early 
1900s.  Silver Towers (308 West Street) photo 
from about 1895. 

 

Federal Style -- The earliest houses in 
Brookfield, dating from the 1790s to the 1830s, 
were built in the Federal style and featured a 
balanced symmetrical look.  One historic 
example is the Colt family house (2408 West 
Street).  
 

 

Greek Revival – Greek temples like the 
Parthenon influence this popular style in the 
1830s, lasting in Vermont until the 1870s. 
The Hutchinson family house (3352 West St.) 
around 1900 is a sample period home.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guess the date and time this spring 
that Dunkin will go through the ice 
of Sunset Pond in Brookfield’s Pond 
Village. 
 
$2 for each guess (or 3 for $5)  
 
PRIZE :  25% of proceeds given for 
the closest estimate to the ice out 
time; the remainder benefits the 
BHS. 
 
For additional tickets, please copy 
the raffle sheet that came with this 
newsletter, or download it from the 
Society’s blog. 

Brookfield Historical Society’s Annual Ice-Out Raffle 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society 
PO Box 447 

(1131 Ridge Road) 
Brookfield, VT  05036 

 
Officers and Trustees for 

2013-2014: 
Gary Lord, President 

Roy MacAskill, Vice President 
Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Bonnie Fallon 
Pat Mayer 

Barbara Daly 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
 Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 

 

  
 

Other 
 
What would you like to 
learn about Brookfield?   
 
Do you have Brookfield 
historical material to 
contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a 
letter, or visit us online. 
 

 
Ice-Out Record: 
 
2004 :  April 19, 10:53 a.m. 
 
2005 :  April 18, 8:27 a.m. 
 
2006 :  April 13, 6:42 a.m. 
 
2007 :  April 23, 8:13 p.m. 
 
2008 :  April 20, 3:59 p.m. 
 
2009 :  April 17, 5:56 a.m. 
 
2010 :  April 4, 11:36 a.m. 
 
2011 :  April 27, 12:15 p.m. 
 
2012 :  March 25, 6:51 a.m.  
 
2013 :  April 20, 12:32 a.m. 

    

 

Curator’s Corner 
 
 
As you sort through boxes in 
attics, closets, and the like, be 
sure to keep in mind the 
Brookfield Historical Society.  
Some of those items that seem 
useless to you may be a 
treasure in disguise.  Some 
examples of items we have 
acquired are:  diaries, books, 
ledgers, pictures, essays, 
clothes, furniture, tools, etc.  
Each item is a unique piece of 
the puzzle that makes up the 
history of the early days in 
Brookfield.  Our thanks for the 
many articles we have already 
received and for your 
continued support.  If you need 
more information, contact one 
of the board members. 
 

Presidents Letter (cont.) 
 
As part of the Society’s ongoing 
commemoration of the 
sesquicentennial of the Civil War, 
Carrie Brown, an independent 
historian, was the featured speaker at 
the annual meeting in October.  
Brown presented “Arming the Union” 
in which she detailed the critical role 
that Windsor, Vermont, played in 
producing technological innovation 
that was vital to the success of the 
Union War effort but would contribute 
significantly to dramatic changes in 
American life in the post war era.  For 
the occasion several Windsor-made 
firearms from the Sullivan Museum & 
History Center of Norwich University 
were on display.   
 
Before winter set in, Vance Smith and 
Al Wilker volunteered to assemble 
handsome and useful stone benches 
in the picnic area under the trees 
behind the Marvin Newton House.  
Gordon Sprague donated and 
delivered stone from his quarry that 
was used in this project. 
 
Gary Lord, President. 

http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
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