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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Annual Meeting 

When:  
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 20, 2012 
 
Where:  
in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Pond 
Village Church 
 
What:  
 
1. Brief business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
 
2.  Program on 
Arming the Union 
by Carrie Brown 
 
3.  Potluck supper 
(for information 
about the potluck 
contact Bonnie 
Fallon at 276-3105) 
 
Who: 
All are welcome 
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One day we went out for a ride, 
My cousin Ed and I, 

Our goal was Chelsea o'er the hills, 
Beyond the woods and purling rills. 

Where spreading meadows lie. 
 

We fell to talking of past years, 
Of folks long dead and gone, 

We noticed here a crumbling wall, 
And there a roof perhaps to fall 

Before another dawn. 
 

But nature fast was covering up 
These scars of yesterday, 

And lilacs bloom at rotting sill 
Where formerly the voices shrill 

Of children rang at play. 
 

Such somber thoughts could not endure, 
For all the world was gay; 

The meadow lark broke out in song; 
The brook ran merrily along 

And washed our gloom away. 
 

Our thoughts then took another turn, 
For we loved things antique; 

By great good luck perhaps we'd find 
Some relics had been left behind 

"Let's stop and take a peek!" 
 

So, after that we stopped each time 
Deserted homes we spied; 

We found a table and a chair, 
A candle mold in good repair 
And numerous things beside. 

 
 
(continued on page 4) 

The Deserted House 
By Harold Wheatley 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear Reader, 
 
This year, 2013, has been a very active for the 
Brookfield Historical Society. The support of all of 
who have participated in the wide range of activities 
sponsored by the Society is important and is very 
much appreciated  

The 10th Annual Ice-Out Contest came to a 
conclusion during a heavy rain at 12:32 am on April 
20th when “Dunkin,” the ice-out monitor on 
Brookfield’s Sunset Pond, fell through the last 
remains of the rapidly melting ice. Twenty 
individuals selected times late on April 19 or on 
April 20, but the closest, with an estimate of 6 am 
on the twentieth, was Kym Anderson of Brookfield. 

Early in the summer master gardeners Carol 
Rogers and Jackie Wilder carried out a major 
replanting and upgrading of the gardens of the 
Marvin Newton House. An impressive array of new 
plants was generously donated by John and Lynn 
Kipkvich.  Additional volunteer gardeners are 
always needed for the maintenance of gardens and 
grounds.  Let us know if you are available to join in 
the work. 
 
Rain did not dampen the enthusiasm of those who 
participated in garden tours in June for Membership 
Appreciation Day. The distinctive gardens of Robert 
and Beth Deforge; Vance Smith/Al Wilker; Jackie 
and Al Wilder; and Nancy and Sandy McCall were 
available to view followed by a reception at the 
McCalls. 
 
Two special exhibits were mounted at the Marvin 
Newton House for the 2013 season.  Elinor Gray, 
the Society’s historian, expanded an exhibit, first 
mounted in 2011, honoring the 173 Brookfield men 
who served in the Civil War.  This year Elinor 
selected a dozen or so men to profile.  One on 
them was Egbert H. Allis, an assistant surgeon the 
US Navy who died when the USS Bainbridge went 
down in a hurricane in 1863. Allis enlisted early in 
1862 less than a year after having graduated from 
the University of Vermont Medical School and was 
of the same family whose name graces the Allis 
State Park in Brookfield.  Allis’s surgical tools, 
letters, and other documents were on display. 
 
A second exhibit, “Christmas at the Newtons” 
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created a cheerful holiday atmosphere of the period 
of the late 1800’s.  The exhibit, curated by Chris 
DeMattais, Jackie Wilder, and Elinor Gray, included 
information about the origins of Christmas 
traditions. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society hosted the annual 
Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice Cream Social 
in August 11th at the Marvin Newton House. The 
day was marked by fine summer weather that 
made the event all the more enjoyable for those in 
attendance.  The ice cream, skillfully dispensed by 
Pat and Roy Mayer, was complemented by a 
cookie contest organized by Elinor Gray and judged
by Carolyn Peake with the assistance of Al Wilder.  
Barbara Daly, whose superb baked goods have 
been enjoyed by those in attendance at previous 
socials, was adjudged the winner in a highly 
competitive field of entries.  Adding to the usual 
festivities was a lively musical performance by the 
Bear Hill Jammers, featuring Larry Brassard, 
Marlene Brassard, and Gail Osha.   
 
The capstone event of the season was an 
extraordinary performance in the Old Town Hall last 
month by Elisabeth von Trapp.  The widely 
celebrated singer, musician, and composer offered 
a medley of song and instrumental music to a large 
and highly appreciative audience. The benefit 
performance was followed by a reception 
graciously and generously hosted by Nancy McCall 
at her home. 
 
Be sure to take notice of information elsewhere in 
this Newsletter about the annual meeting of the 
Society on October 11th.   Carrie Brown, an 
independent historian, will present “Arming the 
Union” during which she will explore the critical role 
that Windsor, Vermont, played in producing 
technological innovation vital to the Union War 
effort and that would significantly change American 
life.  For the occasion several Windsor-made 
firearms from the Sullivan Museum & History 
Center of Norwich University will be on display.   

Gary Lord, President 

 

Letter from the President



 

Brookfield Historical Society News 
Page 3 of 4

 
1.  Where is “Massacre Hill”? 

“Massacre Hill” is part of 
Vermont Route 65 between 
Pond Village Church and VT 
Route 14. 

2.  Why is it called “Massacre 
Hill”? 

VT Route 65 (west of VT 
Route 14) was nick-named 
“The Massacre” by many 
who saw it as an ugly swath 
bulldozed down the hillside 
from Pond Village in 1973.  
(See picture to the right.) 

Brookfield Historical Questions 

3.  Why is the main street in Pond Village not 
paved? 
 
After the “hue and cry” that followed “Massacre 
Hill,’ the state agreed to wait for town direction 
before paving the two-tenths of a mile of VT Route 
65 that runs to the Floating Bridge.  The local 
debate on whether to pave was controversial. 
“Brookfield Can’t Agree on Paving Its Main Street,”
was the title of Sandy Cooch’s 1986 Herald of 
Randolph local news article.  Deborah Schoch in 
“A Town Dilemma: Should We Pave or Keep the 
Ruts?” (August 31, 1896, Burlington Free Press) 
writes, “The question seems mundane enough – 
to pave or not to pave – but, as in many Vermont 
towns, even simple questions can lead to all-
encompassing dialogues about development, rural 
character and democracy.”  A special town 
committee formed to study and work on the issue 
decided, in a 5 to 2 vote, against paving, while the 
selectmen, in a 2 to 0 (0 meaning  1 abstention) 
vote, favored paving.  Both sent their 
recommendations to the state.  To resolve the 
controversy, the selectmen agreed to bring the 
paving issue to a public referendum.  At the 1987 
town meeting, town’s people voted 56 to 48 to 
have the road paved. But this was not the end. 
 

Other parties also had a say on whether 
the road could be paved.  Melissa Birks in 
her July 6, 1987, Burlington Free Press, 
“Brookfield Debates Character of Gravel” 
article reported that the Vermont Historical 
Society, which has legal authority to review 
projects on historic matters that use federal 
or state money, called that stretch of 
highway one or the state’s two “gravel 
gaps.”  The road is also listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places; 
therefore, the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation sought advice from the 
Historic Preservation Division, who passed 
the question to the Advisory Council for 
Historic Preservation.   The Council studied 
the matter and, in June of 1987, voted 4 to 
1 against paving the village’s main street.  
The Council stated that paving would have 
“a negative impact on the historic 
character” of the village.  The 
Transportation Agency then had to weigh 
the extent of the Vermont Historical 
Society’s authority against the town’s 
desire to pave the road.  By this time, many 
in Brookfield were fed up and were willing 
to let the state decide the issue. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We started home with quite a load 
And coasted down a hill, 

When over there upon our right 
Another antique hove in sight 

And gave us quite a thrill. 
 

We stopped the car and took a look, 
Then quickly I jumped out; 

I crossed the fence, approached the door 
And stepped upon the rotting floor 

And gave a joyful shout. 
 

"OK, come on, it's deserted" 
This house so old and quaint; 

Just then a man stuck out his head, 
He glared at me and then he said, 

"Not yet, b'god, it ain't!" 

 The Deserted House (continued)  
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Officers and Trustees for 

2012-2013: 
Gary Lord, President 

Roy MacAskill, Vice President 
Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Bonnie Fallon 
Pat Mayer 

Linda Runnion 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, exhibit 
and interpret artifacts, and 

publish material which 
relates to and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 
 

 
 

BHS e-mail  
 

Missed the latest 
Brookfield Historical 
Society event?  Please 
contact membership 
chairman Perry Kacik at 
perrykacik@aol.com to 
be included in our 
upcoming events e-mail 
notification list.  (The 
list is only used for 
Society purposes.) 

     
   
Brookfield was alive with the sound 
of music on Sunday September 
15th. A concert sponsored by the 
Brookfield Historical Society, 
featured Elisabeth von Trapp and 
her accompanists, Paul Asbell and 
Peter Reilly. They presented 
an eclectic repertoire, old, new, and 
self-composed music which brought 
forth lots of smiles, foot-tapping and 
some reflective moments. 
Marvelous music coupled with a 
palpable connection with the 
audience created an afternoon of 
delight. A lovely and tasty reception 
followed at the home of Nancy and 
Sandy McCall. 
 Thank you! 

From The Curator’s 
Corner 

 
The Brookfield Historical 
Society has received a 
fantastic collection of clothing 
and accessories, a gift from 
Jean Mallary. Garments 
include skirts and bodices, 
elegant dresses with gorgeous 
embroidery, a wedding gown, 
nightgown, slips and 
petticoats, all in shades of 
white. There is a box full of 
hats, at least a dozen. 
Accessories include an 
evening bag, stockings, opera 
gloves, and several lovely 
necklaces and fans. There is a 
pair of white satin shoes and a 
length of green and gold fabric 
I am describing as a sari. This 
treasure-trove of articles is a 
wonderful addition to our 
already remarkable 
collection.   


