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Society News 

Events 
2013 Sunset Lake 
Ice-Out Contest 
See enclosed raffle 
ticket sheet 
 
June 16, 
Membership Social 
and Garden Tour 
 
July 14, Heirloom 
Dessert Contest 
 
Marvin Newton 
House opens July-
August, Sundays, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
The Daly/Stone Ice 
Cream Social, 
Aug. 11, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House 
 
Annual Meeting 
with Historical 
Presentation and 
Potluck Supper, 
October 20, (details 
in the next News). 
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“In 1954 and 1964”, write Elinor 
Gray and Deborah Gage 
MacAskill, “the government wanted 
to close the fourth class post office, 
making a rural station available 
instead.  Residents signed a 
petition and wrote to Senators 
George Aiken and Winston Prouty 
to protest.  A telegram to Herbert 
Rea stated, ‘No further actions will 
be taken at this time towards the 
discontinuation of Brookfield Post 
Office.--George Aiken, U.S. 
Senator’.” (p.78)  The post office 
remained in the general store but 
subsequently moved to its current 
location in 1983.  Today, the U.S. 
Postal Service plans to end 
Saturday delivery as a cost savings 
measure.  During this fifty year 
period, the price of a first class 
stamp has changed from 5 cents in 
1963 to 46 cents in 2013. 
  
During the 1960s in Brookfield, 
construction on I-89 began.  That 
section of I-89 would be completed 
in the 1970s.  The construction of 
the three interstate highways (I-89, 
I-91, and I-93) in Vermont began in 
1957 and finished in 1982.  These 
new highways, all 321 miles, would 
“influence the development of the 
state no less significant than the 
coming of the railroad.” (Vermont 
Life) In Brookfield, Edson Bigelow 
ponders, “what if Jessie Fiske 
hadn’t led a campaign against a 
Brookfield exit off the four-lane 
throughway?” (p.48)   

What a Difference Fifty Years Makes: Brookfield, Then and Now 
 

  
1960 was a census year.  The 
census showed the Brookfield 
population at 597 people.  Not 
since 1791, when the population 
was recorded at 419, had the 
numbers declined so low.    Just a 
decade before in 1950, the 
census listed 762 people.  The 
decline by the 1960s was evident 
in other areas as well.  There 
were 73 farms with 5 or more 
cows in 1953, but by 1963 there 
were only 48. (p.105)  In the 2010 
census data, the Brookfield 
population is listed at 1,292, which 
is up from the 1,222 figure in 
2000.  The 2010 census also 
listed 702 housing units, up from 
602 in 2000 – an increase greater 
than the change in population!  In 
terms of dairy farms, there are 
even fewer.  The latest data from 
the Vermont Agency of Agriculture 
lists 93 dairy farms in all of 
Orange County. 
 
A more in-depth view of the 
population data shows there were 
205 children up to the age of 14 
recorded in the 1960 census, 
which was about 35% of the total 
population.  By the 2010 census, 
the number was up to 226, but 
that was just 17% of the total 
population.  The median age of 
the total population in 2010 was 
45.6, up from 40 in 2000.  In 1960 
the median age was around 35.     
 
(continued on page 3) 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
The ice on Brookfield's Historic Colt’s Pond last 
spring went out earlier than any year in the 
nine-year history of the Society’s Ice-Out 
Contest---and possibly earlier than any other 
year in recorded history. A long stretch of hot 
weather melted the ice quickly and “Dunkin” 
(created and maintained by Greg Wight), the 
Brookfield Historical Society's ice out monitor, 
plunged into the water at 6:51 am on March 
25th. Clotilde Hryshko’s estimate of 11:30 am 
on the same day was the closest to the actual 
time of the ice out. As a result, the East 
Brookfield resident won 25 percent of the 
contest pool with the remainder of the 
proceeds designated to support the activities of 
the Society. 
 
In June the Society participated in the Vermont 
History Expo, a biannual two-day event at the 
Tunbridge Fairgrounds that was bigger and 
better than ever. For the occasion Elinor Gray, 
with the assistance of Jackie Wilder, designed 
an impressive exhibit dealing with the Civil War 
military service of Brookfield resident Edwin C. 
Hall who first joined the 15th Vermont 
Regiment and later served with the Vermont 
10th regiment. The exhibit received 
considerable favorable comment from viewers. 
Volunteers Sheldon Gray, Greg Wight, and 
Allen Wilder installed the exhibit. 
 
On special exhibit at the Marvin Newton House 
this past summer was an expanded version of 
“Remembering Those Who Served in the Civil 
War.” The exhibit’s creator, Elinor Gray, added 
a module focusing on Brookfield’s Henry F. 
Freeman Post #98 of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. The local veteran’s post organized in 
1886 was named to honor Sergeant Freeman 
who was killed in action at the Battle of Cedar 
Creek in 1864. Also on display this past 
summer was an exhibit of late 19th century 
women’s garments drawn from the Society’s 
collection by curator Jackie Wilder. Included in 
the exhibit was an extraordinary fine bodice 
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and skirt recently donated by Carl Emmons 
and Anna Ferri along with other items of 
apparel. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society hosted the 
annual Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice 
Cream Social in August 12th at the Marvin 
Newton House. The day was marked by fine 
summer weather, which made the event all the 
more enjoyable for those in attendance. Crucial 
to the success of the event was the hard work 
and superb organizational skills of Linnea 
Laperle who was ably assisted by her husband 
Ron. 
 
The featured speaker at the Society’s  annual 
meeting in October was Donald Wickman, a 
widely recognized authority on Vermont in the 
Civil War.  Wickman’s presentation focused on 
his two-volume work Letters to Vermont: From 
Her Civil War Soldier Correspondents to the 
Home Press. Thirteen correspondents wrote 
anonymously to the Rutland Herald from 
different parts of the United States.  Wickman 
introduced the audience to the often-eloquent 
prose of the writers and recounted their 
experiences during the Civil War.  The 
presentation was co-sponsored by the Vermont 
Humanities Council 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society is fortunate to 
enjoy widespread community support and the 
assistance of volunteers. This past summer a 
number of volunteers came forward to assist in 
the maintenance of the Marvin Newton House 
and its grounds. Carol Rogers and Jackie 
Wilder prepared the gardens for the summer 
season. Roy MacAskill and Greg Wight 
replaced deteriorated clapboards and window 
trim on the east side of the building. As he has 
in the past, Greg Sauer removed trees and 
large limbs felled by strong winds. Their efforts 
accomplished much but additional help would 
be appreciated in carrying out these ongoing 
tasks. Pending projects for the house interior 
 
 

 

  

  

Letter from the President 
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Letter (continued from page 2) 
 
require painting, carpentry, and other skills. Let 
us know if you can assist. 
 
The Society Blog offers easy access to a wealth 
of information about the Society and a calendar 
of current activities. An archive of The 
Brookfield Historical Society News can be found 
on the site at: 
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com.  
Be sure to read the article by the Society’s 
Historian, Elinor Gray, in the October issue. It 
reveals important new evidence about racial 
diversity in Brookfield before 1800. 
 
Gary Lord, President 
 

  

Fifty Years (continued from page 1) 
 
With the declining population, the number of 
school districts with Brookfield had been 
reduced to five by 1960.  In 1968, the last 
five one-room schoolhouses (North Branch, 
South Branch, Pond Village, Center School, 
and West Brookfield) were closed.   The 
students attend the consolidated elementary 
school in its present location on Ridge Road. 
Recently, residents of Brookfield decided 
against further consolidation when they 
voted against the Regional Education District 
(RED) proposal. 
 
This article presents a sampling of major 
local events and demographic trends over 
the past fifty years.  What is truly noteworthy 
with regard to of each of these events is that 
the citizens of Brookfield have chosen to 
preserve what makes Brookfield unique. 
 
(Page numbers refer to The History of 
Brookfield, Vermont, 2010 Edition)  

   

 
 
Dan Chase making the first dial telephone call 
in Brookfield, 1953. (Courstesy of Melanie 
LaRocque and Priscilla Mixon) 

 
 
Town Clerk Mary Harford receiving the first 
dial phone call.  (Courtesy of Melanie 
LaRocque and Priscilla Mixon 

 
In our age of “smartphones” and other 
“mobile devices,” it is interesting to note that 
a mere 60 years ago dial phones were first 
installed in Brookfield.  (Read on page 79 of 
The History of Brookfield for more 
information)  

http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guess the date and time this spring 
that Dunkin will go through the ice 
of Sunset Pond in Brookfield’s Pond 
Village. 
 
$2 for each guess (or 3 for $5)  
 
PRIZE :  25% of proceeds given for 
the closest estimate to the ice out 
time; the remainder benefits the 
BHS. 

Brookfield Historical Society’s Annual  
 

ICE OUT RAFFLE 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society 

PO Box 447 
(1131 Ridge Road) 

Brookfield, VT  05036 
 

Officers and Trustees for 
2012-2013: 

Gary Lord, President 
Roy MacAskill, Vice President 

Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Bonnie Fallon 
Pat Mayer 

Linda Runnion 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
 Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 

 

  
 

Other 
 
What would you like to 
learn about Brookfield?   
 
Do you have Brookfield 
history to contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a 
letter, or visit us online. 
 

Ice-Out Record: 
 
2004 :  April 19, 10:53 a.m. 
 
2005 :  April 18, 8:27 a.m. 
 
2006 :  April 13, 6:42 a.m. 
 
2007 :  April 23, 8:13 p.m. 
 
2008 :  April 20, 3:59 p.m. 
 
2009 :  April 17, 5:56 a.m. 
 
2010 :  April 4, 11:36 a.m. 
 
2011 :  April 27, 12:15 p.m. 
 
2012 :  March 25, 6:51 a.m.  
 
 

    

 
 

Curator’s Corner 
 
We have received some 
wonderful acquisitions since 
our last newsletter. From Carl 
Emmons and Anna Ferri of 
Brookfield, we have a 
gorgeous lady's outfit 
consisting of a black silk 
basque and skirt liberally 
decorated with black beads. 
There is also a white linen 
man's nightshirt labeled with 
the name of the seamstress. 
 
From Mr. MP Hoffman of 
Fayetteville, AR, we have a 
large framed certificate 
honoring Eugene Paine for his 
service in the Civil War, dated 
1871, a sampler made in 1828 
by Lydia Ann Wheatley, and a 
letter to her written by her 
father Nathaniel, 1835. 
 
We are still collecting. 
 
 

In Memory of Jim Gerard 
 
James W. Gerard, 77, a former 
resident of Brookfield, died in his 
home in Palm Springs, California, on 
January 31, 2013.  Jim was a long-
time supporter of the Brookfield 
Historical Society and former Trustee.  
Additional information can be found in 
the February 7, 2013, The Herald of 
Randolph or at 
http://www.ourherald.com/news/2013-
02-
07/Obituaries/James_W_Gerard.html. 
 

http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.ourherald.com/news/2013-02-07/Obituaries/James_W_Gerard.html
http://www.ourherald.com/news/2013-02-07/Obituaries/James_W_Gerard.html
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