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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Annual Meeting 
When:  
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 21, 2012 
 
Where:  
in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Pond 
Village Church 
 
What:  
 
1. Brief business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
 
2.  Program on the 
Civil War Letters to 
Vermont by Donald 
Wickman 
 
3.  Potluck supper 
(for information 
about the potluck 
contact Bonnie 
Fallon at 276-3105) 
 
Who: 
All are welcome 
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The Brookfield Historical Society 
receives numerous inquiries about 
Brookfield’s past and the people 
who lived here.  We have noticed 
an increase in the number of 
queries recently from researchers 
specifically asking for information 
regarding their ancestors (birth, 
death, and where they lived). 
  
A recent request led us to some 
interesting information relating to 
the first known African American 
family in Brookfield before 1800.  
The inquiry was from a research 
specialist of a museum and 
historical Society in Connecticut 
who is working with a historian 
regarding Revolutionary War 
pensioners in that state who 
requested information about the 
following; “John Lines/Lyndes and 
his wife, Judith, who originally 
came from Windham, Ct. before 
settling in Brookfield, Vt.”  It 
continues, “John Lines was a black 
man and his wife, Judith Phillips 
Lines, a mulatto/Native American.”  
John, who was serving in a 
Connecticut Regiment during the 
Revolutionary War, asked Judith to 
join him in “The Highlands” 
(probably Hudson River Highlands) 
and while there she contacted 
small pox. Luckily Judith Lines 
survived.  Small pox was one of 
the deadliest enemies of American 
forces in the war, eventually 

African American/Native Americans in Brookfield 
 Before 1800 – by Elinor Gray 

  
leading General Washington to 
order the innoculation of his 
troops.  
 
Research in local records has 
revealed the following about the 
Lines family: 
 

• The Brookfield 1790 
census lists one “negro” 
living with the Moses 
Hubbard family. 

• A Brookfield deed filed on 
June 6, 1793 reveals John 
Lines from Windham, CT, 
purchased land from Asa 
Huntington.  This property 
was located on what we 
now call “Bear Hill” near 
the Allis State Park. 

• The Brookfield 1800 
census records a black 
family of eight including 
John Lines; his wife Judith; 
their four children 
Ebenezer, Susanna, 
Samuel and Benjamin. In 
addition, John’s brother 
Robert and his wife Lucy 
lived in the household. 

• Ebenezer, the oldest son, 
married Sarah Mills/Miles, 
They had 5 children who 
lived in Brookfield.  He 
carried on the family farm 
and died there. 

 
(continued on page 3) 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Reader, 
 
The ice on Brookfield's Historic Colt’s Pond last 
spring went out earlier than any year in the 
nine-year history of the Society’s Ice-Out 
Contest---and possibly earlier than any other 
year in recorded history.  A long stretch of hot 
weather melted the ice quickly and “Dunkin” 
(created and maintained by Greg Wight), the 
Brookfield Historical Society's ice out monitor, 
plunged into the water at 6:51 am on March 
25th.  Clotilde Hryshko’s estimate of 11:30 am 
on the same day was the closest to the actual 
time of the ice out.  As a result, the East 
Brookfield resident won 25 percent of the 
contest pool with the remainder of the 
proceeds designated to support the activities of 
the Society.   
 
In June the Society participated in the Vermont 
History Expo, a biannual two-day event at the 
Tunbridge Fairgrounds that was bigger and 
better than ever.  For the occasion Elinor Gray, 
with the assistance of Jackie Wilder, designed 
an impressive exhibit dealing with the Civil War 
military service of Brookfield resident Edwin C. 
Hall who first joined the 15th Vermont Regiment 
and later served with the Vermont 10th 
regiment.  The exhibit received considerable 
favorable comment from viewers. Volunteers 
Sheldon Gray, Greg Wight, and Allen Wilder 
installed the exhibit. 
 
On special exhibit at the Marvin Newton House 
this past summer was an expanded version of 
“Remembering Those Who Served in the Civil 
War.”  The exhibit’s creator, Elinor Gray, added 
a module focusing on Brookfield’s Henry F. 
Freeman Post #98 of the Grand Army of the 
Republic.  The local veteran’s post organized 
in 1886 was named to honor Sergeant 
Freeman who was killed in action at the Battle 
of Cedar Creek in 1864.  Also on display this 
past summer was an exhibit of late 19th century 
women’s garments drawn from the Society’s 
collection by curator Jackie Wilder. Included in 
the exhibit was an extraordinary fine bodice 
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and skirt recently donated by Carl Emmons 
and Anna Ferri along with other items of 
apparel. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society hosted the 
annual Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice 
Cream Social in August 12th at the Marvin 
Newton House. The day was marked by fine 
summer weather which made the event all the 
more enjoyable for those in attendance.   
Crucial to the success of the event was the 
hard work and superb organizational skills of 
Linnea Laperle who was ably assisted by her 
husband Ron. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society is fortunate to 
enjoy widespread community support and the 
assistance of volunteers.  This summer a 
number of volunteers came forward to assist in 
the maintenance of the Marvin Newton House 
and its grounds.  Carol Rogers and Jackie 
Wilder prepared the gardens for the summer 
season. Roy MacAskill and Greg Wight 
replaced deteriorated clapboards and window 
trim on the east side of the building. As he has 
in the past, Greg Sauer removed trees and 
large limbs felled by strong winds.  Their efforts 
accomplished much but additional help would 
be appreciated in carrying out these ongoing 
tasks. Pending projects for the house interior 
require painting, carpentry, and other skills.  
Let us know if you can assist.  

Be sure to read the article by the Society’s 
Historian, Elinor Gray, elsewhere in this issue.  
It reveals important new evidence about racial 
diversity in Brookfield before 1800. 

Gary Lord, President 

 

 

 

  

  

Letter from the President 
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• Susanna Lines married James Southard 
in 1808 in Brookfield and had five (?) 
children. 

• Samuel married Polly.  They had 3 
children, and later moved from 
Brookfield to Roxbury, Vermont.  
Samuel’s mother, Judith, lived with them 
after her husband John died in 1828. 

• Benjamin, at the age of 21, enlisted in 
the U.S.Army.  He was wounded on July 
25, 1814 in the Battle of Chippewa (War 
of 1812), and died from those wounds 
on August, 15, 1814. 
 

All of John and Judith Lines’ children and 
thirteen grandchildren married in Brookfield or 
in surrounding towns before moving on with 
their lives.  John, Judith and their son 
Ebenezer are buried in the “old cemetery” at 
Brookfield Center.  Currently available vital 

  statistics relating to them is as follows: 
 

• John Lines (Lynde) was born in 1754, 
died July 13, 1828 in Brookfield 

• Judith Lines (Lynde) was born in 
1757, died July 27, 1838 in Brookfield 

• Ebenezer (their son) was born 1786, 
died August 28 1856 in Brookfield 

 
When Judith applied for a Revolutionary War 
pension one of the testimonies verifying 
where she lived was given by my g. g. g. g. 
grandparents, Sarah and David Herrick, who 
were her neighbors.  There is a lot more to 
this interesting story than is presented here 
and research continues. This is a great 
example of what wonderful stories can be 
found in our interesting little town.  Stay 
tuned. 
  

  

African American/Native Americans in Brookfield (continued from page 1) 

From The Curator’s Corner 
 

You just never know what you will 
be given.  In the meeting room, 
right-hand side, in the corner as 
you step down is a wooden 
washing machine. On the front of 
the washer is a stencil which 
reads, "Empire Washer, 
Brookfield, Vt., Pat'd Nov. 20, 
1860, Manuf'd by J. Newell". We 
have been given the original 
brass stencil, a gift from 
Ian Thomson of So. Strafford, VT. 
He tells us it hung on the wall for 
fifty years.  The stencil is unique 
and serves to illustrate the 
fascinating spectrum of 
manufacturing in Brookfield. 
   
From The History of Brookfield, 
"The purpose of this machine was 
to simulate human hands 
'rubbing, squeezing, or pounding, 
and turning the garments at the 
same operation’." 
 

Stencil used by Empire Washer, E. Brookfield, Vt.  
 

(Photo courtesy of Allen and Jackie Wilder) 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Civil War saw newspapers 
come of age in reporting war news. 
Soldiers not only recorded their 
daily activities in journals and 
letters; they also shared their 
experiences in the home press. 
Thirteen correspondents wrote 
anonymously to the Rutland Herald 
from different regions of the United 
States. This presentation by Donald 
Wickman introduces the audience 
to the eloquent prose of the writers, 
and tells of their careers during the 

 Annual Meeting Speaker Donald Wickman on Letters to Vermont  Brookfield Historical 
Society 

PO Box 447 
(1131 Ridge Road) 

Brookfield, VT  05036 
 

Officers and Trustees for 
2011-2012: 

Gary Lord, President 
Roy MacAskill, Vice President 

Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Rachel Andreyev 
Bonnie Fallon 

Pat Mayer 
Linda Runnion 
Mary Waldo 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To research and identify, 
collect and preserve, exhibit 
and interpret artifacts, and 

publish material which 
relates to and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society Blog 
 

Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 
 

  
 

 
Other 

 
What would you like to 
learn about Brookfield?   
 
Do you have Brookfield 
history to contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a 
letter, or visit us online. 
 

war. Nearly all the letter writers 
have been successfully identified.  
 
Donald Wickman is a Vermont 
historian whose intense interest in 
the American Civil War led him to 
conduct extensive research on 
thirteen Vermonters identified only 
by initials, and the campaigns in 
which they took part.   
 
Don’s latest book, “A very Fine 
Appearance:” The Vermont Civil 
War Photographs of George 
Houghton (Vermont Historical 
Society, 2011), is the winner of 
the 2012 AASLH (American 
Association for State and Local 
History) Award of Merit for 
Vermont 
 
Presentation sponsored by the 
Vermont Humanities Council 
(VHC) Speakers Bureau and the 
Brookfield Historical Society on 
Sunday, October 21, 4:00 p.m. at 
the Brookfield Pond Village 
Church, Fellowship Hall. Call Gary 
Lord at (802) 485-2361 for more 
information. 
 

    
     

     
      

    
    

      
      

   
    

     
    

    

 

be more proactive in getting 
information about the Brookfield 
Historical Society and any 
upcoming events to all members 
in a timely manner. To that end, 
we will be increasing our use of 
email. This will allow us to inform 
members of events more quickly 
and reduce our reliance on 
printing and postage. For those of 
you without e-mail -- do not worry! 
We will still be sending our usual 
newsletter.  
 

 

The Brookfield Historical Society 
would like to thank you for your 
continued support. Without your 
assistance we would not be able 
to make available our various 
programs or continue to provide 
maintenance for the Marvin 
Newton House. Your interest and 
participation, as well as your 
financial assistance, are 
extremely important to our 
continued success. 
 
We are continuing our efforts to 

Thank you! 

http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/
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