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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Events 

2012 Sunset Lake 
Ice-Out Contest 
See enclosed raffle 
ticket sheet 
 
2012 Vermont 
History Expo, 
June 16 & 17, at the 
Tunbridge 
Fairgrounds 
 
Marvin Newton 
House opens July-
August, Sundays, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 
 
The Daly/Stone Ice 
Cream Social, 
Aug. 12, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House 
 
Annual Meeting 
with Historical 
Presentation and 
Potluck Supper, 
October 21, (details 
in the next News). 
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The affairs of a small pioneer
settlement, usually of little interest
to an outsider, are occasionally
punctuated by some incident which
touches upon the larger circles of
human thought. Such an incident
apparently occurred in the village
of Brookfield, Vermont, a century
and a half ago. 
 
The event was recorded many
years later by the Reverend E. P.
Wild, a man of education and the
first and most trustworthy historian
of the town. In his sketch of
Brookfield, published in Miss
Hemenway's Gazetteer of Vermont
in 1871, Mr. Wild asserted that
soon after the close of the
Revolutionary War, Vermonters
heard "that certain people of
England had spoken sneeringly of
this country," supposing everything
in the "bleak wilderness" here must
be on a "scale small and
insignificant." Then follows the
surprising declaration that in
resentment, "the settlers stuffed
the skin of an elk of gigantic
dimensions and sent it to England
as a specimen of what Vermont
could produce, with an intimation
that her men, also, were hard to
beat. This elk was killed in
Brookfield, near the center of the
town." 
 
The writer, a native of Brookfield,
descended from its early pioneers
and familiar with its family and

Antlers for Jefferson (1939) by Anna Clark Jones 

regional traditions, on first reading
of this extraordinary undertaking,
found it at once interesting and
puzzling. Why should a handful of
scattered settlers on the edge of
the wilderness be so concerned
about public opinion an ocean's
width away that they would
voluntarily incur such great labor
and expense as this to confute it?
 
That they should conceive and
carry out such an undertaking
seemed improbable, yet
confidence in the historian
suggested that the account must
have had some basis and
prompted a persistent search
through town records, local
histories, old books and
newspapers, but without results.
Information was then sought from
historical societies and special
students of early New England
history; but again no one had ever
heard of the story, and no other
line of inquiry suggested itself at
the time. 
 
A few months later, however, an
address by the late Henry Fairfield
Osborne on "Thomas Jefferson as
a Paleontologist" suggested a
surprising clue. Jefferson,
Professor Osborne stated, while
serving as Minister of the United
States to France from 1784 to
1789, sent to America for
specimens of a moose, deer, elk, 
 
(continued on page 3) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Last winter the Society conducted its annual
Ice-Out Ice-Out Contest.  The ice did not go
out on Sunset Pond until April 27th. This was
the latest date in the eight-year history of the
contest.  Two participants, Sarah Ballou of
Tunbridge and Mike Van Dyke of Randolph,
guessed that ice-out would take place at 11 am
on 27th and were closest to the actual time of
12:15.  Thus, they shared the prize money of
$180.  Total receipts for this fund raising
contest amounted to $640. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society hosted the
annual Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice
Cream Social and Civil War exhibit August
14th, at the Marvin Newton House.
Attendance four this popular event was very
good despite a lowery sky.  Crucial to the
success of the event was the hard work and
organizational skills of Linnea Laperle and Pat
Mayer. 

A special exhibit “Remembering Those Who
Served: Brookfield men in the Civil War” was
installed for the summer in the Marvin Newton
House.  It identified more that 175 Brookfield
soldiers and sailors. Among those featured
was Cassius Peck, a Medal of Honor recipient
and Dr. Egbert Allis, Assistant Surgeon, who
was lost at sea Visitors had the opportunity to
view a selection photos, letters, diaries, and
other materials assembled and interpreted by
historian Elinor Gray who devoted a prodigious
amount of effort to the project.  
 
The Brookfield Community Partnership,
together with the Brookfield Historical Society,
sponsored a program on August 16th featuring
Neil Goodwin, author of “We Go As Captives.”
Goodwin’s focus on the Indian raid on
Royalton, Vermont, in 1780 is described as a
“riveting story of (the) attack, capture,
imprisonment, and escape…of 32 prisoners
captured at dawn by a war party of 265
Canadian Mohawks and Abenakis under
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British command.” One of the most important
sources for the book is the account published
in 1818 by one of the captives, Zadoc Steele,
who later lived in Brookfield in the house now
occupied by Richard and Betsy Hale. 

As part of the Market Day activities on August
21st the 30th anniversary of the dedication of
the Bethel granite sculpture of hippopotamuses
called “Father and Son” was celebrated.  This
was the first large-scale sculpture created by
stone carver James Sardonis whose work can
now be seen in public places throughout New
England and elsewhere in the United States.
The Brookfield Historical Society and the
Brookfield Community Partnership were co-
sponsors of the “hippo celebration” held in the
newly renovated park located next to the
Floating Bridge. 
 
The highlight of the Society’s annual meeting in
October was the re-enactment of an 1862 Civil
War enlistment meeting in the Pond Village
Church, the same building in which the original
meeting was held.  The meeting was called to
meet Brookfield’s enlistment quota of 24 men,
a number that was exceeded by four.  Allen
Wilder took the part of Lt. Governor Martin and
more than two dozen others from the
community signed up as the audience in the
church sanctuary loudly cheered.  This event,
part of the Brookfield Historical Society’s
observance of the sesquicentennial of the Civil
War, was scripted and organized by Elinor
Gray with the assistance of Jackie Wilder.
More information can be found about
Brookfield’s role in the Civil War in the article
by Carl Bushey, Jr., that appears in the 2010
edition of the History of Brookfield now
available at the reduced price of $25.  

The Brookfield Historical Society is fortunate to
enjoy widespread community support and its
progress relies greatly on volunteer effort.
(continued on page 4) 
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and other animals to demonstrate to the Comte
de Buffon, the great French naturalist, and to
other European scientists, that American
animals were not small and degenerate, as
they believed. 

 
Striking coincidence in certain details with the
Brookfield elk story prompted the writer to
renew her pursuit with almost as much zeal as
Jefferson himself exercised in seeking his own
ends. A search in the Library of Congress and
else-where, through the hundreds of letters
written by Jefferson while living in Paris,
revealed nearly thirty dealing with the episode,
most of which, comprising a correspondence
with General John Sullivan, of New Hampshire,
seem never to have been published. When
brought together, they tell how Jefferson,
knowing well the small respect accorded to his
own country in the Old World, had taken up the
gauntlet to en-gage in one of the most stirring
international scientific controversies of the day.
 
Before leaving America, Jefferson took steps to
reinforce his written arguments with an
exhibition of actual specimens. While passing
through Philadelphia, he bought, for the
purpose, the skin of an unusually large
panther. He also appealed for aid to his friend,
General, then Major, Sullivan, of Durham, New
Hampshire, who had had a wide experience on
the frontier. To him Jefferson forwarded a
series of questions dealing with the
characteristics of the moose, deer, and elk, by
means of which he hoped to secure some
reliable information. He also asked Sullivan to
procure for him the skin, bones, and horns of
these animals. . . . 
 
Historians of the period bear testimony that
although large herds of elk formerly ranged the
northern forests, by the turn of the century the
raids of hunting parties of the northern Indians
had left little but scattered horns. At least, it
may be inferred from John McDuffee's answers
that although both the moose and elk were

known, they were at this time rarely seen.
Hence Sullivan's efforts to procure
specimens of the animals proved even more
troublesome than obtaining descriptions of
them. . . . 
 
. . . It appears that Jefferson, after repeated
efforts, covering a period of nearly three
years, secured and presented his trophies.
One of them was a large moose, from
Vermont, which he judged to be a beast
nearly seven feet high, a worthy exhibit of
the dignified proportions attained by animals
of the New World. Buffon had known the
moose only by name, supposing it to be
identical with the diminutive Lapland deer.
From a subsequent letter, it seems clear that
the animal was stuffed and set up in the
King's Cabinet, and thus Jefferson, at last,
had the satisfaction of realizing the object of
his quest. . . . 
 
Now, did the Reverend Mr. Wild's report of
the capture of this "great elk" in the town of
Brookfield, Vermont, which was stuffed and
sent to England to show the English that
American animals were not "small and
insignificant" refer to the same episode as
the moose hunt which Sullivan organized for
Jefferson? It seems highly probable that
such was the case. The clergyman, in an
account written many years after the incident
occurred, and based doubtless upon local
tradition, called the animal an elk. But
evidence that the elk had practically
disappeared from the region and that the
moose was occasional only, and that in this
region the animals were often considered
identical suggests that little importance need
be attached to the name used in this case. In
fact, many persons at this period used the
terms interchangeably. 
 
Furthermore, the several circumstances to
which the writers refer support the
supposition that they are reporting the same
(continued on page 4) 
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incident. The events as described in
both cases took place at practically
the same period and in the same
section of Vermont. Traveling on
the snow and crust in late March
and cutting a road through the
wilderness for some twenty miles to
reach a common highway are
conditions such as might be
expected had Colburn taken his
animal in Brookfield. Finally, no
similar account relating to the
history of any neighboring Vermont
town has been discovered. 
 
If the Brookfield tradition is
associated with the historic account
of Sullivan's hunting party, the
agreement in essentials is so
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Sunset Pond 

Ice-Out Record 
2005 

April 18, 8:27 a.m. 
 

2006 
April 13, 6:42 a.m. 

 
2007 

April 23, 8:13 p.m. 
 

2008 
April 20, 3:59 p.m. 

 
2009 

April 17, 5:56 a.m. 
 

2010 
April 4, 11:36 a.m. 

 
2011 

April 27, 12:15 p.m. 

complete that the two records
seem clearly to refer to the same
incident. That Sullivan's party
should seek and accept the aid of
Vermont hunters in stalking these
rare game animals, would be
most natural. And, recalling that
these Vermonters were, at the
time, struggling for their freedom
from both New York and New
Hampshire, what more natural
than that this little community
should magnify its part in the
expedition and forget the names
of the New Hampshire leaders? In
essential and unusual details,
therefore, the Vermont traditions
are in agreement with Sullivan's
historic hunt for antlers for
Jefferson. 
 
(Source: The New England
Quarterly, vol. 12, no. 2, June
1939, pages 333-348) 
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This summer volunteers carried out 
several projects at the Marvin 
Newton House.  Roy MacAskill and 
Greg Wight repaired the south 
entrance of the building.  Andy Lake 
restored the sign on the front of the 
house.  In addition, Greg Sauer 
continued to improve the grounds by 
the removal of dead or undesirable 
trees.  Their generous efforts are 
appreciated.  

The election of officers at the annual 
meeting added a new member to the 
Board of Trustees, Perry Kacik. 

The Society Blog offers easy access 
to a wealth of information about the 
Society and a calendar of current 
activities. An archive of The 
Brookfield Historical Society News 
and an electronic version of the 1987 
History of Brookfield can be found on 
the site at: 
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.word
press.com . 
 
Gary Lord, President 

2012 Summer Exhibit 
 
Our exhibit at the Marvin Newton 
House will be "Remembering 
Those Who Served in the Civil War 
from Brookfield" with some 
additional documents and 
information about the GAR (The 
Grand Army of the Republic) 
organization.  It was organized 
June 29, 1886 and named the 
Henry H. Freeman Post No 98 and 
there were 32 signers on the 
charter document with Cassius 
Peck the 1st Post Commander and 
Ira Carpenter the last member of 
the organization.  Henry Freeman 
enlisted in the service October 6, 
1862 and was in Co. G, 1st 
Vermont Volunteer Infantry.  He 
was made a Corporal on May 12, 
1864 and promoted to Sergeant on 
August 18, 1864. Henry was 
wounded June 5, 1864 and was 
killed in action at Cedar Creek, 
Virginia on October 19, 1864.  He 
was buried on the battlefield.


