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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Annual Meeting 
When:  
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 16, 2011 
Where:  
Pond Village 
Church, Brookfield 
What:  
1. A reenactment of 
the “War Meeting” 
held in 1862 will be 
staged in the 
sanctuary of the 
Pond Village 
Church.  The 
church was packed 
recruitment 
meeting.  After a 
rousing speech by 
the Vermont Lt. 
Governor Martin, 27 
Brookfield men 
enlisted for military 
service.   
2.  Brief business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
3.  Potluck supper 
(for information 
about the potluck 
contact Bonnie 
Fallon at 276-3105) 
Who: 
All are welcome 

Table of Contents: 

Civil War Exhibit   1 

President’s Letter  2 

Curator’s Corner  2 

Civil War Exhibit  3 

Civil War Exhibit  4 

Officer’s List  4 

Our Mission  4 

Our Blog   4 

 

Our summer exhibit at the Marvin 
Newton House was “remembering 
those who served” in the Civil War 
and included photos, diaries, letters, 
articles and documents.  We featured 
16 of these with a framed composite 
with photos and information.  Among 
those featured were: 
 
Egbert Allis, Asst. Surgeon in the U.S. 
Navy went down with the USS 
Bainbridge along with his nephew, S. 
Horace Smith who was his Surgeon’s 
Steward. 
 

 
 
 He enlisted in the U.S. Navy on 
January 27, 1862 and was appointed 
Acting Assistant Surgeon on the USS 
Westfield, which saw action on the 
Mississippi River, where Allis was 

Remembering those who served in the Civil War by Elinor Gray 

  
commended by his commanding 
officer for “kind and unremitting 
attention to the sick.”  The Westfield 
was later engaged in the blockade of 
Texas.  On January 1, 1863 during a 
battle, the Westfield ran aground and 
the crew set charges to destroy the 
vessel rather than let it be captured.  
Unfortunately, the charges went off 
early, killing the Captain and most of 
the senior officers, leaving Allis to 
report on efforts to save official 
records.  Ten days later in New 
Orleans, Allis reported on the 
destruction, stating that payroll and 
other papers were saved, but many 
files were left behind. 
 
In the spring, Allis was sent home on 
sick leave and in August was ordered 
to USS Bainbridge, then at New 
York.  He took with him, S. Horace 
Smith of Brookfield, aged 17, who 
joined the service August 1863, as a 
Surgeons Steward.  The Bainbridge 
left New York on August 18, 
encountered a hurricane and sank off 
Cape Hatteras on August 21.  Allis, 
Smith and 98 others in the crew 
perished.  The only survivor was 
picked up by the brig South Boston, 
the next day 
 
Urial Abbott Clark, Jr., was born in 
Brookfield and attended local 
schools. During the Civil War he 
served in the Ambulance Service for 
three years. He wrote some diaries 
recording his Civil War experience. 
These dairies are available online at 
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.fil
es.wordpress.com/2007/06/urial-
a-clark-diaries.pdf 

(continued on page 3) 
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Brookfield Historical Society News 

Dear Reader, 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society has been very 
active since the publication of spring edition of the 
News.  The eighth annual Ice-Out contest was 
conducted by the Society. The ice did not go out on 
Sunset Pond until April 27th.  This was the latest 
date in the eight-year history of the contest.  Two 
participants, Sarah Ballou of Tunbridge and Mike 
Van Dyke of Randolph, guessed that ice-out would 
take place at 11 am on 27th and were closest to the 
actual time of 12:15.  Thus, they shared the prize 
money of $180.  Total receipts for this fund raising 
contest amounted to $640. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society hosted the annual 
Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice Cream Social 
and Civil War exhibit August 14th, at the Marvin 
Newton House.  Attendance for this popular event 
was very good despite a lowery sky.  Crucial to the 
success of the event was the hard work and 
organizational skills of Linnea Laperle and Pat 
Mayer. 

A special exhibit “Remembering Those Who 
Served: Brookfield Men in the Civil War” was 
installed for the summer in the Marvin Newton 
House.  It identified more that 175 Brookfield 
soldiers and sailors. Among those featured was 
Cassius Peck, a Medal of Honor recipient, and Dr. 
Egbert Allis, Assistant Surgeon, who was lost at 
sea [see pages 1 and 4].  Visitors had the 
opportunity to view a selection photos, letters, 
diaries, and other materials assembled and 
interpreted by historian Elinor Gray who devoted a 
prodigious amount of effort to the project.  
 
The Brookfield Community Partnership, together 
with the Brookfield Historical Society, sponsored a 
program on August 16th featuring Neil Goodwin, 
author of “We Go As Captives.”  Goodwin’s focus 
on the Indian raid on Royalton, Vermont, in 1780 is 
described as a “riveting story of (the) attack, 
capture, imprisonment, and escape…of 32 
prisoners captured at dawn by a war party of 265 
Canadian Mohawks and Abenakis under British 
command.” One of the most important sources for 
the book is the account published in 1818 by one of 
the captives, Zadoc Steele, who later lived in 
Brookfield in the house now occupied by Richard 
and Betsy Hale. 
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As part of the Market Day activities on August 21st, 
the 30th anniversary of the dedication of the Bethel 
granite sculpture of hippopotamuses called “Father 
and Son” was celebrated.  This was the first major 
sculpture created by sculptor James Sardonis 
whose work can now be seen in public places 
throughout New England and elsewhere in the 
United States. The Brookfield Historical Society and 
the Brookfield Community Partnership were co-
sponsors of the “hippo celebration” held in the 
newly renovated park located next to the Floating 
Bridge. 

The Brookfield Historical Society is fortunate to 
enjoy widespread community support and its 
progress relies greatly on volunteer effort.  This 
summer volunteers carried out several projects at 
the Marvin Newton House.  Roy MacAskill and 
Greg Wight repaired the south entrance of the 
building.  Andy Lake restored the sign on the front 
of the house.  In addition, Greg Sauer continued to 
improve the grounds by the removal of dead and 
undesirable trees.  Their generous efforts are 
commendable. 

Gary Lord, President 

 
 
 

  

  

Letter from the President – THIS IS LAST ISSUE’S LETTER 
 

Curator's Corner 
 A look at recent acquisitions  

 
Among other interesting items, Ruth Goodale 
has given the BHS a doll's apron made by hand 
by Ruth Amena Willis (Harford) in 1877 when 
she was 11 years old, in Trowbridge, England.  
Ruth also gave us a hand-operated Singer 
sewing machine, a table model on which she 
had learned to sew.  
 
From Alice Wakefield, we have a collection of 
17 framed photographs of or relating to the 
Floating Bridge. This material was from the BHS 
archives, from the collection of Ruth Goodale, 
and from Alice's own photo collection. The 
photos were first on exhibit at the White River 
Valley Historical Fair, held August 2. 2011. 
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Ira and Marshall Carpenter, Ira and his brother  
 

 
 
Marshall (in photo above) both enlisted as 
volunteers on September 11, 1862, along with 25 
other men who attended a war meeting that had 
been called by the Town Clerk, and was held at the 
Pond Village Church in Brookfield, Vermont. 
 
Ira told about this meeting when he was 
interviewed in 1929, at the age of 90 by John 
Conger Prince, who wrote the article “A War 
Meeting Long Remembered.”  Ira said, “The most 
thrilling day that I have known in this town.”  “The 
governor (Lieutenant Governor Burnam Martin of 
Chelsea) made a stirring speech, painting such 
pictures of the country’s need of men, as would 
move a heart of stone.” “Our regiment was sent to 
guard Washington and the next year we were with 
Meade at Gettysburg.” 
 
He was a charter member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, Henry H. Freeman, Post No. 98 and the 
last surviving Civil War Veteran of Brookfield. 
 
 
 

 Zolva Chase, Co. E, 8th Reg. was wounded and 
taken prisoner at Bayou Des Allemands, La. 
  
On September 4, 1862, sixty men of the 8th 
Vermont Regiment guarded a railroad train that 
was ambushed at Boutte Station, La. by a force 
of 1,500 men.  The train escaped.  The force, 
which attacked this train, then turned to Bayou 
Des Allemands Station. Captain Hall, apprised of 
the enemy strength, surrendered with Lieutenant 
Andrew J. Sargent, and Lieutenants Job W. 
Green and John P. Meade, Co. G and 137 men.  
Zolva was wounded and captured. 
 
Erie Ditty (in photo below) served in Co. H, 6th 
Reg. and reenlisted. 
 

 
 
Erie and his 3 brothers served in the Union Army 
during the Civil War.  William Jr. with Co. C, 14th 
Wisconsin Inf., Ralph and John served together 
with Co. F, 2nd Vermont Volunteers and Erie, the 
youngest, with Co. H, 6th Vermont Volunteers. 
   
Erie was promoted to Color Bearer in January of 
1863 and continued in that capacity through the 
2nd battle of Fredericksburg, about one and a 
half years.  He wrote in his diaries about the 
grand reviews witnessed by President Lincoln, 
the battles and situations the soldiers were 
exposed to, and especially the reaction in camp 
the day President Lincoln was shot. 
 

         
         

    
 

  

Remembering those who served in the Civil War – continued from page 1 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edwin C. Hall (photo as older man) 
 

 
  
Edwin was only 17 years old when 
he attended the “War Meeting” on 
September 11, 1862 at the Brookfield 
Church and joined Company C, of 
the 15th Vermont Regiment.  
  
In 1863, he reenlisted with Company 
G, 10th Vermont Regiment.  He kept 
a roster of the Co. G men and what 
happened to them -- less than half of 
them returned to Vermont.  He also 
kept a map of the routes of marches 
and where various battles were 
fought and from this he figured they 
(as a regiment) marched 2,067 miles, 
were transported by boat 1,400 miles 
and by rail 1,090 miles, not including 
detours nor countermarching. 
 
He was wounded in the knee at Cold 
Harbor on June 1, 1864, in the thigh 
at the Battle of Petersburg on April 2, 
1865 and was captured during the 
Petersburg campaign but managed 
to escape in the confusion of battle. 
 
Edwin wrote home frequently and his 

 Remembering those who served in the Civil War -- continued 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society 
PO Box 447 

(1131 Ridge Road) 
Brookfield, VT  05036 

 
Officers and Trustees for 

2010-2011: 
Gary Lord, President 

Roy MacAskill, Vice President 
Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Perry Kacik, Membership 

Rachel Andreyev 
Bonnie Fallon 

Pat Mayer 
Linda Runnion 
 Mary Waldo 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To research and identify, 

collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society Blog 
 

Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistorica
lsociety.wordpress.com 
and let us know what 
you think. 
 

  
 

Other 
 
What would you like to 
learn about Brookfield?   
 
Do you have Brookfield 
history or artifacts to 
contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a 
letter, or visit us online. 

 

letters are interesting and often 
amusing.  After the war, he wrote 
several manuscripts about his 
experiences.  The letters, 
manuscripts and other memorabilia 
were donated to the Vermont 
Historical Library. 
 
He was very active in the Grand 
Army of the Republic (GAR) and died 
at the Old Soldiers Home in 
Bennington, Vermont, at the age of 
68. 
 
Cassius Peck, Private in Co. F, 1st 
Vt. Sharpshooters, received a Medal 
of Honor citation: “Took command of 
such soldiers as he could get and 
attacked and captured a Confederate 
battery of 4 guns. Also, while on a 
reconnaissance, overtook and 
captured a Confederate soldier.” 
 
Four young men from East Hill: 
 
Brothers, David and Alonzo Whitney 
and their brothers-in-law, Alpheus 
Cheney and Edwin Sprague enlisted 
from Brookfield and served in the 
Union Army during the Civil War.   
      
David Whitney and brother-in-law, 
Edwin Sprague both enlisted on 
September 11, 1862, in Company C, 
15th Regiment at the war meeting 
held at the Brookfield Church. 
      
Alonzo Whitney and brother-in-law, 
Alpheus Cheney both enlisted on 
August 1, 1862 in Company G, 10th 
Regiment.  The previous year, they 
both taught at the Coolidge School in 
Plymouth, Vermont and sent letters 
back to the Coolidge family about 
their experiences. 
      
The David Whitney story, which also 
includes information about Alonzo, 
Alpheus and Edwin, can be found in 
its entirety on the internet at 
http://whitney.echomaryland.net . 
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