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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Annual Meeting 

When:  
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 17, 2010 
 
Where:  
in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Pond 
Village Church 
 
What:  
 
1. Brief business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
 
2.  Program on the 
Brookfield Floating 
Bridge – Its Past, 
Present & Future 
Prospects 
 
3.  Potluck supper 
(for information  
about the potluck 
contact Bonnie 
Fallon at 276-3105) 
 
Who: 
All are welcome to 
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In late July, a horrendous wind-storm 
roared through Brookfield. In the 
Marvin Newton House area, several 
trees were topped and many large 
branches crashed to the ground. By 
whatever charmed force was in 
motion, there was no damage to the 
building. 
 
Not long after, a team of workers 
including Greg Sauer, his wife 
Kathleen and son Rafe, Gabe Freitag, 
Gary Lord and Chuck Barnum were” to
the rescue”. With rope and chainsaw, 
cutting and hauling, they cleared away 
the large debris. 

Marvin Newton House Storm Damage 
The Tao of the Storm 

by Jackie Wilder 

Several days later, as I drove along 
Ridge Road, I stopped to survey the 
scene. Though the main problem had 
been dealt with, a lot of small 
branches and leaves remained. 
 
Since the annual Ice Cream Social 
was to happen soon, an outdoor 
work bee seemed in order. 
 
A hardy group met on Saturday 
morning, armed with chainsaws, 
clippers, weed whackers, rakes and 
wheelbarrows and began the clean-
up. Again, the Sauer family and Gary 
Lord joined by Greg Wight, Pat 

Mayer, Katy Mayer, 
Rachel Andreyev and her 
daughter Agafia and I.  
After about two hours of 
general clean-up, we 
were able to focus on the 
area around the house. 
Why not cut the brush 
from the wall area, how 
about those saplings on 
the North side? Removing 
the brush of course 
revealed a few years’ 
accumulation of leaves 
and weeds. Rakes, 
clippers and 
wheelbarrows sprung into 
action, making the area 
look its best in years. We 
all felt pleased with our 
efforts. 
 
   And so, from the yin of 
the storm to the yang of 
the clear-up, the Tao, the 
way, flows on.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear Reader, 
 
I am very pleased to announce that after many 
months of diligent and painstaking effort on the part 
of the editorial committee led by Alice Wakefield, 
the revised History of Brookfield is about to be sent 
to press.  Others on the committee include Karl 
Bushey, Jr., Elinor Gray, Gary Lord, and Jackie 
Wilder.  The forthcoming publication, a revision and 
enlargement of the 1987 history, contains additions 
to the original text and many new illustrations.  A 
sampling of the new work, an illustration of the 
floating bridge created by Ed Koren, can be seen in 
this newsletter.  You can still take advantage of the 
pre-publication offer for the History of Brookfield by 
completing the enclosed order form and mailing it 
to the address provided as soon as possible.   
 
Ed Koren’s illustration also serves to highlight the 
program of the annual meeting of the Brookfield 
Historical Society that will take place on Sunday, 
October 17th, starting at 4:00 p.m. at the Pond 
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Village Church.  A three-part program on “The 
Brookfield Floating Bridge: Past, Present, & Future
Prospects”.   Local historian Kit Gage will review 
the history of the bridge, engineers John Benson 
and Greg Wight will talk about the structural 
design of the bridge, and Diane McInerney from 
the Vermont Division of Historic Preservation will 
discuss prospects for restoration of the iconic 
Brookfield landmark.  A potluck supper will follow 
the program. 
 
The summer events sponsored by the Society 
included a Victorian Tea and the Helen Daley-
Margaret Stone Ice Cream Social.  Much to the 
delight of the Ice Cream Social participants 
Barbara Daley again, as she has in the past, 
prepared a rich array of skillfully baked cookies. 
On display in the Marvin Newton House this past 
summer was a special exhibit of wedding attire 
ranging from the late 19th century through the early 
20th century.  Most of the costumes were drawn 

 

Letter from the President 

from the rich costume and 
textile collections of the 
Brookfield Historical 
Society. Chris DeMatteis 
and Elinor Gray artfully 
arranged the impressive 
and interesting exhibit. 
 
The violent July 21st 
windstorm caused extensive 
damage to trees near the 
Marvin Newton House.  The 
grounds were so heavily 
littered with trees and 
branches that it was not 
possible to drive into the 
parking area.  Fortunately 
the Society headquarters 
was not damaged and a 
public-spirited group of 
volunteers stepped forward 
to conduct the cleanup.  
They are identified in 
another section of the 
newsletter. 
 
Gary Lord 
Acting President (Illustration from 2010 History of Brookfield courtesy of Ed Koren) 
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The church parsonage in Pond Village burned to 
the ground on September 26, 1909. Seven nearby 
buildings caught fire that day including James 
Parmenter's store, the Haggett barn, and the Peck 
house. A desperate bucket brigade comprised of 
local men, women, and children fought the blaze 
with water from the pond. Prior to the 1940s, only 
limited fire protection was provided for Brookfield 
residents by neighboring communities 
 
In September 1941, Brookfield Fire District #1 was 
formed to establish a legal body to organize, 
operate, and maintain fire protection for the area 
between West and East Streets. While well-
intended, the effort failed because of World War II. 
Spurred by returning veterans, Fire District #2 was 
formed in the East Valley in May 1948 to protect 
families and farms along VT Route 14. The District 
held its first meeting June 28, 1948. Sidney Allen 
was elected Chief, with Seward Osha, John A. 
Sprague, Wayne Wheatley, and Arthur Gaylord as 
Assistants. The organization grew from fire 
extinguishers and tools stored on members' 
property to the purchase of the first fire truck in 
1953, followed by appropriations of up to $2,000 in 
1954 for a firehouse. 
 
With only one fire department, Brookfield became 
dependant on Fire District #2, which depended on 
the Town for funding. Although the District became 
a Town Department in 1984, Fire District #2 still 
exists with 20 volunteers including a Chief, two 
Assistant Chiefs, two Captains, a Clerk, and a 
Treasurer. Sidney Allen, Albert Martin, Harold 
Gage, Leslie Lamson, John K. Sprague, David 
Lamson, Stanley Wheatley, Brice Martin, Alan 
Wheatley, and John Benson have served as 
Department Chief. The station, located at #58 Fire 
Department Lane in East Brookfield, now houses a 
tanker with a capacity of 1,800 gallons of water and 
a 2009 engine containing a 1,250 gallon-per-minute 
pump with a capacity of 750 gallons. 
 
In the early days, several "red phones" were 
located within the district. When a call came in, a 
member of the household answered the phone and 
then called a set list of firemen. Before hanging up, 
each red phone recipient gave their name so that 
anyone who did not answer could be found and 
notified. In the early 1980s, Brookfield and the three

 

from the rich costume and textile collections of 
the Brookfield Historical Society.  
 
      
 

Brookfield Fire Department      
Based on information from John Benson and Ed Koren (Chapter from the 2010 History of Brookfield) 

Randolph Departments began using pagers and a 
centralized dispatch service provided by Ella 
Tewksbury in Randolph. Since the introduction of 
the statewide 911 emergency system, calls are 
now dispatched by Barre City. 
 
A firefighter is now protected from head to foot, 
starting with a helmet and eye protection, a Nomex 
heat and flame-resistant hood that covers the head 
and neck, a short flexible coat and bunker pants 
with a fire retardant shell and inner vapor barrier, 
fire retardant gloves, and a set of steel shank and 
toe boots. A self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA) allows the firefighter to breathe clean air. 
Following the "9-11" attacks of September 2001, 
Brookfield received funds for upgraded equipment. 
 
The department now provides fire protection for 
Brookfield and neighboring towns through mutual 
aid agreements. Brookfield was one of the original 
communities of the Capital Mutual Aid System, 
now the largest mutual aid organization in 
Vermont. Mutual aid has been put to the test many 
times including the 1981 fire in Pond Village and 
the three major downtown fires in Randolph during 
the early 1990s where our pumper and men were 
on the front lines. During the Ben Franklin Store 
fire, our pumper had to be refueled without shutting 
down after working all night, as it was critical in the 
firefighting efforts. In 1998, Brookfield came to the 
aid of Grand Isle after a devastating ice storm. 
 
Interstate 89 added to the responsibilities of the 
Brookfield Fire Department within six miles of the 
highway running through town. Incidents have 
included hazardous material spills and assistance 
to ambulance crews and state police. Winter road 
conditions deteriorate quickly in Brookfield since 
Interstate 89 is at its highest elevation. The road 
between the fire station and our emergency gate 
on Stone Road is often well-traveled during winter 
storms. 
 
The Brookfield Fire Department could not function 
without our volunteers who respond quickly day or 
night, in fair weather or foul, without regard to 
personal inconvenience. The gratitude they 
deserve is generously given--especially when they 
arrive after a frantic 911call at 2 in the morning. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the 2010 annual meeting, the 
Brookfield Historical Society presents 
a three-part program on “The 
Brookfield Floating Bridge: Past, 
Present, & Future Prospects”.   Local 
historian Kit Gage will review the 
history of the bridge, engineers John 
Benson and Greg Wight will talk 
about the structural design of the 
bridge, and Diane McInerney from 
the Vermont Division of Historic 
Preservation will discuss prospects 
for restoration of the iconic Brookfield 

The Brookfield Floating Bridge 
Its Past, Present & Future Prospects 

The Marvin Newton House exhibit created 
by Chris DeMatteis and Elinor Gray  this 
summer was wedding attire from the late 
1800's and early 1900's and was taken 
from the collections in the house, for the 
most part.  The display in the exhibit room 
featured the dress of Lizzie Lamson who 

Antique Wedding Attire Exhibit 
by Elinor Gray 

Brookfield Historical 
Society 

PO Box 447 
(1131 Ridge Road) 

Brookfield, VT  05036 
 

Officers and Trustees for 
2009-2010: 

Gary Lord, Acting President 
Janet Martin, Secretary 
Greg Wight, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Mary Waldo, Membership 
Greg Sauer, News Editor 

Elinor Gray, 
Historian/Genealogist 

Rachel Andreyev 
Bonnie Fallon 

 Pat Mayer 
Roy MacAskill 

 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
To research and identify, 

collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society Blog 
 

Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistori
calsociety.wordpress.
com and let us know 
what you think. 

 
 

Other 
 
What would you like 
to learn about 
Brookfield?   
 
Do you have 
Brookfield history to 
contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a 
letter, or visit us 
online. 

landmark.  Diane’s discussion will 
include the findings she received 
from Lisa Deline, Historian for the 
National Register of Historic Places 
in Washington, DC. 
 
A potluck supper will follow the 
program held on Sunday, October 
17th, starting at 4:00 p.m. at the Pond 
Village Church.  For information 
about the potluck, contact Bonnie 
Fallon at 276-3105 

married Frank Wilcox on July 
31, 1901, the dress of 
Grandmother Bigelow, the 
dress of Louise Parmenter 
who married Lincoln Morse in
1905 and the dress of Anna 
Patterson and suit of Homer 
Holden worn at their wedding 
on June 15, 1905. Anna's 
dress was made by her 
mother and a friend, she also 
had a petticoat, nightgown 
and handkerchief which were 
made and embroidered by 
her mother and grandmother. 
There was a wedding 
reception in the parlor with 
two more wedding gowns 
that belonged to Betsy Hale's 
family along with guests 
dressed from the Society’s 
collection.  In addition to the 
wedding exhibit, Visitors also 
enjoyed the ongoing 
collections that are displayed 
throughout the house. 
 
Picture to the left of Anna 
Patterson and Homer Holden 
at their wedding on June 15, 
1905 (courtesy of Pat 
(Holden) Webster) 


