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Brookfield Historical 
Society News 

Events 
2009 Sunset Lake 
Ice-Out Contest 
See enclosed raffle 
ticket sheet. 
 
Victorian Tea, 
June 28, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House 
 
The Daly/Stone Ice 
Cream Social, 
Aug. 2, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House 
 
Annual Meeting and 
Historical 
Presentation with 
Potluck Supper, 
October 18, (details 
to be provided in 
the next 
newsletter). 
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Statement of Significance 

Brookfield is an excellent example of
an upland 19th century Vermont
village oriented along a turnpike.
Architecturally, all of the buildings
relate in materials, massing, style
and scale. Due to its location along
Sunset Lake, the village has not only
a streetscape but a lakescape as
well.  Most of the key historical
functional building types (e.g.,
dwellings, store, school, church,
community hall and mill) are intact.
Past patterns of village life can be
easily identified from existing
physical fabric. 

The Floating bridge is a significant
industrial archeological site because
it is one of the only surviving pontoon
bridges in the east.  This unique
landmark is an integral part of the
village setting, is deeply woven into
the community history, and is an
important economic resource to the
community as a generator of tourism.

The unpaved Main Street and
approach across the Floating Bridge,
and the plentiful shade trees which
line the roads, are highly significant
to the historical context and
environmental quality of the District. 

Vermont is very fortunate to have a
wide variety of villagescapes which
have a high degree of architectural
integrity.  Their structures and
patterns of settlement serve as a
physical document of the historic of

Brookfield Village Historic District 
(Excerpts from National Register of Historic Places Inventory—Nomination 
Form prepared by Chester H. Liebs, Supervisor, Vermont Division of Historic 
Sites, 10/4/73.) 

the state’s community life and
provide a quality living environment
for its present and future citizens.  As
an integral part of its historic
preservation plan, the State of
Vermont intends to provide National
Register recognition for many of the
historically and environmentally
cohesive rural village and cityscapes
which survive within the state. 

Physical Description 

The Village of Brookfield is situated
on the highlands between Ayers
Brook and the second branch of the
White River in western Orange
County, Vermont.  The main axis of
the village is the old Montpelier-to-
Randolph Stage Road, now
commonly known as the Ridge Road,
which was once a major north-south
thoroughfare.  Sunset Lake,
historically known as Colt’s Pond, is
a long, narrow body of water which
parallels the northern half of the
village just west of Ridge Road…. 

The buildings in the village are
predominately clapboard, gable
roofed, and of one or two stories.
The most prevalent domestic
architectural type is a slightly “Greek
Revivalized” version of the Cape Cod
house with a long attached kitchen
wing or shed.  Some of these houses
are turned gable-end toward the road
to produce a pedimented “temple”
effect. 

(Continued on page 3) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear members and friends, 
 
On September 3rd , 1933, a small group of forward
thinking town residents met at the Floating Bridge
Tea Room for the purpose of “forming a society for
collecting and preserving data, anecdotes and
objects relative to the history of the Town of
Brookfield”.  This was the first meeting of the
Brookfield Historical Society.  Today, seventy five
years later, there is still small group of citizens that
meet monthly to ensure that “our town history” is
recorded and preserved for the benefit all, it is the
society’s Board of Trustees.  The board is made up
of Joanna Bodenweber, Michael Dempsey, Bonnie
Fallon, Gary Lord, Linda Runnion, Greg Sauer,
Mary Waldo, Jackie Wilder and Greg Wight.  Our
resident historian and genealogist is Elinor Gray. In
addition to this small group, there is a broad
network of society members and supporters that
unselfishly dedicate their time, money and historical
artifacts to the society in support of our
preservation and educational activities.   
 
 The majority of the society’s operating budget
comes from dues, contributions and calendar sales.
Right now, you can help support the society and its
mission by purchasing the 2009 Annual Historical
Photograph Collection and Calendar.  It is available
at the Office of the Town Clerk, Messier’s General
Store in East Randolph, Cover to Cover Books in
Randolph, Floyd’s General Store in Randolph
Center, the Snowsville General Store in Braintree
or from any of the above mentioned trustees. 
 
Summary of Brookfield Historical Society events for
2008 
 
The Sunset Lake Ice-out fund raising contest
ended officially on April 20th at 3:59pm, three days
later than in 2007.  This year all the winners were
from Brookfield; first prize went to Carol Topham
and the two runners-up awards went to Craig F.
Smith and Carl Wright. 
 
The Vermont History Exposition was held at the
Tunbridge Fairgrounds on June 21st and 22nd.  The
Brookfield Historical Society was well represented
and had a rather timely display on the history of the
Floating Bridge.  It included plans, memorabilia,
photographs and a large mural depicting Pond
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Village and the bridge in 1897.   The
announcement that the bridge was in need of repair
and would not be opened to vehicle traffic this year
was made just prior to expo, so the display sparked
a lot of fond memories and lively discussion. 
 
A Victorian Tea Party was held at the Marvin
Newton House on June 29th.  There were two
formal seating’s served by members of the Board of
Trustees dressed in period attire.  On display were
elegant dresses and other clothes from the Chris
Dematteis collection.  And, there was floral
arranging seminar presented by Carl Rogers. 
 
The Annual Ice Cream Social was held on August
3rd, 2008 at the Marvin Newton House and was well
attended.  Keeping with the historical theme of
transportation, on display were several horse-
drawn slays and carriages along with period
clothing and accouterments. 
 
The Annual Meeting was held on October the 26th,
2008 in the Fellowship Hall of the Pond Village
church.  New board member Greg Wight was
elected.  There was a very interesting and
informative presentation by Vermont author Joseph
Citro on ‘Spiritualism in Vermont’.  This was
followed by a potluck supper.  The event was well
attended and a fitting cap to a productive and busy
year for the society. 
 
Would you like to learn more about Brookfield?  Do
you have a Brookfield family history that you would
like preserved?  Are you interested in becoming a
board member or a society member, contact any of
the trustees or go on-line and leave us a message.  
 
Visit the Brookfield Historical Society on-line at:
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com  
 
Michael Dempsey, President 
 

Letter from the President 
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Proceeding from the north to south along the Ridge
Road, the village begins with a series of one story
residences.  The first major structure encountered
is the former Town Hall, (mid-19th century) a large
rectangular, three story clapboard structure set on
a stone block foundation and capped by a gable
roof sheathed with corrugated metal roofing.  An ell,
constructed in the early 1900’s, extends from the
rear (west) elevation of the main block to the edge
of the lake.  A privy tower is situated on the lake-
side elevation.  The walls of the structure are
punctuated by regularly set rectangular windows
with 6-over-6 sashes. 

The structure was traditionally the focus for
community activity.  The brick basement housed, at
various times, a Grange cooperative store,
community kitchen, woodshed, town library, and a
Delco generating plant which furnished power to
the building prior to rural electrification.  The
southeast corner of the first floor is now used as a
post office.  The large town meeting room in the ell
is paneled and wainscoated with beaded edge
boards.  The room is now used for storage.  The
second floor meeting room in the main section once
housed the Grange and a chapter of the Veterans
of the Grand Army of the Republic.  The third floor
meeting hall was used by the Masons. 

Directly opposite the Town Hall across the Ridge
Road is a semi-circular path and a clump of maple
trees which was the site of a large cheese factory.
Beyond the site, along a road which runs diagonally
south to intersect with Ridge Road, is the Brookfield
Library.  Brookfield has had a public library since
1791.  The present library building is a former
residence built in Greek Revival style with a semi-
pedimented gable-end oriented toward the road
and an elaborate paneled doorway. 

Proceeding south at the intersection of the
Brookfield State Highway and the Ridge Road are a
group of buildings which designate the center of the
village…. 

The Fork Shop is a one story, clapboard, heavy
timber, framed structure with a gable roof sheathed
with slate surmounted by a central cupola.  The
building (erected in 1866) was once the finishing
plant and shipping office of the Peck and Clark
Company’s fork factory.  The company

manufactured a variety of farm implements sold
throughout New England.  The structure was
converted to a tea room in the early 20th century
and is currently used as a restaurant.  At the
south side of the shop is the dam which marks
the beginning of Sunset Brook.  The brook was
the power source for several other industries, all
vanished.  A tannery was once located just
below the fork shop and a saw mill operated at
the lower end of the village…. 

The remaining houses which line the both sides
of the Stage Road south to the Congregational
Church are all wood frame, gable roofed.
Modified cape cod or “I”-house types.  Several of
these houses have interesting functional
histories.  One, known as the Blacksmith’s
house, had been the home and shop of various
village blacksmiths for many decades.  Another,
until recently, had served as the town telephone
exchange building. 

The south end of the village terminates at the
First Congregational Church.  The Church was
constructed in 1846 and was the second of two
Congregational churches to operate
simultaneously within the township.  The church,
executed in Greek Revival style, is a rectangular
clapboard, two story structure with a pedimented
gable end forming the front (west or Ridge Road)
elevation.  Beneath this pedimented gable is a
recessed entranceway supported by two carved,
fluted Doric columns.  Each elevation is
articulated by evenly space pilasters.  Long,
narrow rectangular windows with colored glass
panes, probably dating from the late 19th century,
are set in the rear three of the four bays of the
side elevations.  The main floor of the structure is
clearly delineated from the basement story by a
projecting wooden belt course.  The church has
a two tier, pilastered steeple base surmounted by
a spire. 
 

(For a complete copy of the report, visit the Brookfield
Historical Society’s Internet blog site at:
http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com) 
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This was a very popular building style
in the 1830's and lasted in Vermont
until the 1870' s. Greek temples like
the Parthenon influenced this design.
Striking details to look for are
columns or pilasters, which are
flattened columns attached to the
building, often at the edges or around
the doors. The gable end of the
house is oriented toward the street
and is reminiscent of the Greek
temple shape. The triangular part of
the roof mimics the triangular
pediment of the temple.  The
entablature or section just below the
roof is another element from the
ancient Greek buildings. It consisted
of the cornice, the frieze and the
architrave. 

 Greek Revival (from The History of Brookfield, Vermont, pages 72-3) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
To research and identify, 

collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

address: 
http://brookfieldhistori
calsociety.wordpress.

com . 
 

 
Sunset Pond 

Ice-Out Record 
 

2004 
19 April, 10:53 a.m. 

 
2005 

18 April, 8:27 a.m. 
 

2006 
13 April, 6:42 a.m. 

 
2007 

23 April, 8:13 p.m. 
 

2008 
20 April, 3:59 p.m. 

 
The windows in Greek Revival styles
are 6/6 or six panes over six panes
with the lintels over the windows
being straight rectangular shaped.   A
very important feature to look for is
the placement of the front door. In
the temple front-side hall plan, the
gable end of the house faces the
street and the front door is off to the
side making the house asymmetrical.
The sidelights or windows around the
door often extend from top to bottom
especially in later houses. The
transom windows extend across the
top of the door and sidelights. The
entrance is usually recessed and the
doors often have seven panels. 

 


