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Annual Meeting 
When:  
4:00 PM, Sunday,  
Oct. 26, 2008 
 
Where:  
in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Pond 
Village Church 
 
What:  
 
1. Business 
meeting (hear 
reports and vote for 
trustees) 
 
2.  Guest speaker 
Joe Citro 
(Spiritualism in 
Vermont: Religion, 
Politics, and the 
Preternatural) 
 
3.  Potluck supper 
 
Who: 
All are welcome to 
attend 
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The first settlers of Brookfield made
education a top priority. In March, 1791,
barely a dozen years after the first cabin
was erected in the forested hills, the
newly populated town divided into five
school districts. As far as we can
determine, these were known as the
South, Southeast, North, and Northeast
districts, and probably West, as West
Street district was originally known as
District One. Schoolhouses were not
necessarily erected at this time, as early
classes were often held in parents'
homes, but this did set up a system of
responsibility for the children's education.
Each district would elect its own clerk,
moderator, treasurer, and whatever
officers they felt necessary. Each district
then hired its own teacher, set the length
of its terms, raised the necessary money
and made provisions for firewood, and
building maintenance. This district
system was in accordance with the "Act
of appointing and supporting schools"
passed in October, 1782, in Manchester,
Vt. by the General Assembly of the new
State of Vermont.  

(Picture of Village School, Brookfield, Vt. Circa 1892.) 
 

Education 
A General History, by Beth DeForge 

Our earliest specific information about
education in Brookfield comes from one
of Brookfield's first teachers, Miss Caty
Doty, who was hired as a teacher in mid-
May of 1793, to serve until cold weather.
Miss Doty, who was from Montpelier,
seemed pleased with Brookfield, and
wrote that "I have a very large school"
(probably thirty to forty "scholars," in
morning and afternoon sessions).  She
went on to say that Brookfield was "very
thick settled and as clever people as
ever I see " with a "fine minister and
good singing" and "a good road between
here and Montpelier as ever I see in my
life." Checking the records of scholars, it
appears that Caty Doty taught in the
central part of Brookfield, and she did
have a schoolhouse, for she wrote on
May 19 that "three girls live in one house
about 20 rods from the  schoolhouse and
good company as ever was ." She also
mentions the young gentlemen in her
letters—Miss Doty seems to have
enjoyed her brief stay in Brookfield! 
 

(Continued on page 3)



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear Reader, 
 
As the summer winds to a close in Brookfield, the
interest in the plight of “our” floating bridge is on the rise.
Since last spring, when the State let it be known that
they were not going to open up the bridge for vehicle
traffic this year, and when they did not come up with a
time-table or proposal for bridge repair, many citizens
have been feeling slighted and/or put out.  This week, a
new electronic survey from the engineering department
at Norwich University, hit the ‘streets’.  The survey was
sent out electronically and is part of a student senior
project that is trying to come up with solutions and ideas
for the floating bridge.  It has gone to hundreds of folks
and the primary question is…  
 
      “Would you like the floating bridge to be fixed so that
it can be driven over?” 
 
Based on the correspondence that I saw, there has been
overwhelming support for fixing the bridge.  The
responses are coming from current residents, former
residents and concerned citizens.  There are many
letters from individuals and families, remembering the
bridge and its bonding influence for the community.
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Many of the initial responses to the survey were sent to
the entire e-mail list and there was 100% support for
fixing the bridge.  This is just a survey, but it can be the
start of a grassroots movement that can help explain
the necessity of the bridge for Brookfield, for Vermont
and for historical preservation in general.   If you are
interested in participating, please send your e-mails to
Tracey Breault at http:// breaultt@student.norwich.edu.
  
The annual meeting of the Historical Society will be
Sunday, October 26, 2008 4:00pm at the Pond Village
Church.  The meeting will be conducted in conjunction
with what has become an annual event, a guest
speaker from the Vermont Humanities Council’s
Speakers Bureau and a potluck supper.  This year, we
are honored to have the renowned author and
Vermont’s own Ghostmaster General, Joseph Citro.
The meeting and presentation will be followed by a
community potluck supper, so come prepared to be
chaired, scared and have some supper shared. 
 
 
Michael Dempsey, President 

Letter from the President 
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As the town grew, so did the number of school districts,
with the number going as high as #18 at one point,
although each district did not necessarily have an
operating school at any given time. 
 
These early one-room schools consisted of anywhere
from twenty to seventy-five pupils (probably in split
sessions). A general practice was for the younger
students to attend in the summer months while the older
ones helped with field work on the farm. The older
scholars attended during the winter months, when the
travelling was too difficult for the young ones. Frequently
a woman was hired to teach in the summer session, but
a man was felt to be needed in the winter when the older
boys were present. These teachers were "boarded
round," living with various families in their district as a
part of their pay. By 1843 we have records that in West
Brookfield school district the female teacher worked
sixteen weeks for $5 a month, for a total of $20, while
the male teacher received $14 a month for twelve
weeks, totaling $42. The practice of boarding round "was
also noted in a superintendent's report of 1861-62, which
stated that "there is no employment that demands for its
success health of body and buoyancy of spirit, more
than that of a teacher. But the system that requires
teachers to board in all the families of the district is
calculated to keep them under continued excitement.
They have to go to a strange family every three or four
days, and must make an effort to interest and please,
which is exhausting to the spirits and unfits the teacher
for laborious and exhausting duties of the school. The
teacher needs to go from his or her quiet room to the
schoolroom with pure and exuberant spirits in order to
get along pleasantly with himself and his school. If the
spirits flag everything goes wrong." They reformed the
system a few years later and sold the board of the
teacher to the lowest bidder'—a dubious reform at best! 
 

Brookfield entered a new era in 1893 with the formation
of its own high school. Classes were held on the second
floor of the Pond Village School. Eleven pupils were
enrolled in 1893 but by1896 only eight were attending
and so the school closed. It reopened in 1899 and ran
until 1920 with a standard two-year course. One teacher
taught all the subjects, which included English, algebra,
geology, ancient history, physical geography,
physiology, mathematical geography, geometry, Latin,
and civil government. Obviously this required a well-
rounded teacher. They also published a school paper.
This high school, in contrast to our modern high schools,
with their large physical plants, had one main room, a
small cloak room, and a science room. It was heated by

 

 
      
 

Education – continued from page 1 

a round wood stove and lighted by kerosene. Drinking 
water was in a pail at the back of the room, and music 
for singing and entertainment was provided by a small 
organ. Single stationary desks were provided for this 
school. But high school was not all work and drudgery, 
for in the winter the students skated on the pond or went 
sliding on the nearby hills. In spring they had sugaring 
off parties, in February a Masonic Ball, and of course at 
the end of the year there was a class party. It is 
recorded that the students also organized box suppers, 
birthday parties, and dog shows. Over the years 128 
young men and women graduated from Brookfield High 
School before it closed in 1920. 
 
The 1920's saw modernization and standardization 
come to many Brookfield schools as the State legislated 
improvements. Windows were enlarged, chemical toilets 
added in some (but not all), new heating systems and 
desks were installed. Some areas of town lost 
population and closed their schools, but in the mid-
thirties Brookfield still had ten schools open—West 
Brookfield , West Street, Lamson School, Pond Village, 
Keyes School, Gaylord (Kibbee neighborhood) , South 
Branch, North Branch, Northeast Hill, and Southeast 
Hill. The 1940's saw electricity and even flush toilets in 
some schools, although others, such as the Center 
School and Pond Village, lacked running water up until 
their closings in the 1960 ' s. 
 
By 1968 the era of the one room school had come to a 
close in Brookfield. The last five to operate were the 
North Branch, South Branch, Pond Village, Center 
School, and West Brookfield. A new centrally located 
elementary school was built on Ridge Road just south of 
Brookfield Center, and for the first time all the children in 
Brookfield attended one school with one teacher for 
each grade. Modern education had finally come to 
Brookfield, but the ghosts of children past can still be 
imagined at the old schools which have been turned into 
homes, barns, or businesses. The echoes of community 
parties, the hammering of nails by dedicated neighbors 
to keep things in repair, the faint chop of an axe as the 
boys prepared the firewood—all of these are an 
essential part of our heritage and must not be forgotten . 
The people of Brookfield have always pulled together to 
provide the best education they could for their children, 
and that tradition continues today. 
 
(Source: The History of Brookfield, Vermont (1987), 
pages 89-99.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This illustrated lecture reconstructs
Vermont's role in the heyday of American
Spiritualism, an influential but
misunderstood nineteenth-century
religious, political, and mystical
movement that eventually spread
worldwide. Using pictures and little
known information about Vermont
practitioners, Joe Citro illustrates how,
among other things, the movement
inspired women to speak out on such
issues as abolition and women's rights.

 Spiritualism in Vermont: Religion, Politics, and the 
Preternatural by Joe Citro 

For the tenth year, a photographic
collection and calendar has been created
from photographs in the Society’s collect-
ion.  This year’s calendar highlights the
“Brookfield horses.”  If you have some
“old” photographs in a shoebox or album
that you would like to share for potential
inclusion in a future edition, please
contact Joanna Bodenweber or Jackie
Wilder.  

The 2009 Photographic Collection &
Calendar may be purchased at the Town
Clerk’s office, Rte. 14 Country Store &

2009 Historical Photographic Collection and Calendar 

Brookfield Historical 
Society 

PO Box 447 
(1131 Ridge Road) 

Brookfield, VT  05036 
 

Officers and Trustees for 
2007-2008: 

Michael Dempsey, President 
Linda Runnion, Vice President 

Bonnie Fallon, Secretary 
Mary Waldo, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Elinor Gray, 

Historian/Genealogist 
Gary Lord 

Joanna Bodenwebber 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
To research and identify, 

collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 Brookfield Historical 

Society Blog 
 

Visit out our Internet 
presence at 
http://brookfieldhistori
calsociety.wordpress.
com and let us know 
what you think. 

 
 

Other 
 
What would you like 
to learn about 
Brookfield?   
 
Do you have 
Brookfield history to 
contribute? 
 
Contact an above 
trustee, send us a 
letter, or visit us 
online. 

At its peak it was magic—spirits walked,
the dead spoke, and the infinite seemed
close enough to touch. Spiritualism
accelerated profound social change and
its influence can be seen today.  
 
Sponsored by the Vermont Humanities
Council (VHC) Speakers Bureau and the
Brookfield Historical Society on Sunday,
October 26, 4:00 p.m. at the Brookfield,
Pond Village Church. Call Michael
Dempsey, (802) 728-1630 

Deli (East Brookfield), Messier’s
General Store (East Randolph)
Floyd’s General Store (Randolph
Center), Cover to Cover Books
(Randolph) and from any of the
historical society trustees. Or, you can
pre-order by sending $15.00 ($10.00
plus $5.00 S&H) to the Brookfield
Historical Society, ATTN:  Calendar
Sales, PO Box 447, Brookfield, VT
05036.  

Please patronize the businesses that
support this project with their paid ads.

 


