
CHAPTER VI

General history from 1790 to 181 0
The only noteworthy transaction of th e

annual meeting in March 1790 was th e
passage of a vote to erect a house fo r
public worship at the head of the lane
leading from Noah Paine's to Amos Hum-
phrey's. At a meeting in April following ,
further action was taken, and it was vote d
"that the meeting house be built forty feet
in length and twenty-eight in breadth ." A
committee was also appointed, con-
sisting of Messrs . John Paine, Phineas
Tyler, Abel Lyman, Amos Humphrey ,
Daniel Kingsbury, and Stephen Hopkins ,
to transact the business of building the
house. The cost was computed at thirty
pounds, and a tax to that amount was
levied upon the inhabitants of the town .
But owing to some disagreement regar-
ding the place of location, these votes
were all reconsidered at a meeting on th e
22d of April, and for a while the matter o f
building was suspended . Another
meeting was held September 7th, 1790 ,
when the town was divided into School
Districts, though the number of th e
Districts and their limits are not recorded .
In November another meeting was held ,
and in December still another, at the lat-
ter of which the town was divided into six
highway districts, termed the South ,
Southeast, Northeast, North, Northwest ,
and Southwest Districts .

At the annual meeting in 1791, the
meeting house question again came up,
and the town voted "that the center of th e
town be the place for erecting a house fo r
public worship ." In May of the same yea r
ameeting was called-for the purpose of
choosing a petit jury, the first ever ap-
pointed in Brookfield. The men chose n
were the following :

David Bigelow

	

Ebenezer Stratton
Jonas Howard

	

Walter Burnham
Reuben Adams

	

Amos Humphrey
Benjamin Colt

	

Abel Lyman
John Alvord

	

Solomon Smit h
Nathaniel Humphrey Selah Alvord
Jr .

There were meetings on June 6th, July
13th, and September 6th, all of whic h
were warned on account of the meetin g
house matter . Nothing important was
done at the first two, but on the 6th of
September a sweeping vote was passe d
"to reconsider all former votes respecting

fixing a place for a meeting house" and
the location was finally decided to be at
the head of the lane near Amos Hum-
phrey 's, which was the spot before men-
tioned, just south of Capt . Walbridge' s
residence. Here the house was built, the
frame of which, as has been remarked, i s
still standing. The house—perhaps a
ruder name would be more ap-
propriate—was first occupied fo r
meetings early in 1792, the business an d
religious meetings having previously t o
this been held at private dwellings in rota-
tion. Thus was finally settled this vex-
atious matter, which had long occupied
the people's attention, and which, in th e
more modern days of confirme d
obstinacy, might have resulted in the bit-
terest animosities, more inveterate tha n
creditable .

The first regular Freeman's meeting o f
which there is any record was in
September 1794, at which the followin g
named persons received the following
numbers of votes:

For Governor-Isaac Tichenor

	

37
Thomas Chittenden 18
Nathaniel Niles

	

1 1
Jonathan Hunt

	

1
Elijah Paine

	

1
For Lieut . Governor-Jonathan Hunt 46
For Treasurer-Samuel Mattocks

	

36
Although there is no record of these

meetings until the year 1794, yet it is evi-
dent that the form at least must hav e
been practiced previously, for we kno w
that the town was represented in th e
Legislature every year after 1786 to_this-
time, excepting one year in which ther e
was no choice of a Representative . This
shows a deficiency in the records, whic h
cannot be remedied, and for which o f
course no one can now be blamed .

In December 1794 there was a meetin g
to cast votes for a Representative to be
sent to Congress ; the vote resulted as
follows :

Nathaniel Niles

	

32
Stephen Jacobs

	

2
Daniel Buck

	

1
Cornelius Lynde

	

1
Lewis R. Morris

	

1
As this election was prior to the in-

troduction of electioneering and "horse-
shedding" it is not at all surprising that
the votes should be divided among a
number of candidates . Owing to this fact ,
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the vote cannot be regarded as an index
of the sentiment of a majority of the in-
habitants of this Congressional District ,
for it is known that at this time Danie l
Buck received the election . In January
1795, it was voted "to raise a tax of eight
pounds for a town stock of powder an d
lead ." No reason is assigned for the
strange act, and it is no easy matter to
conjecture one, since at that time we wer e
at peace with all foreign powers . It may
possibly, however, have been a result o f
the alarm occasioned by the "Whiskey In-
surrection" in Pennsylvania about tha t
time.

The votes for Governor, Lieutenant
Governor and Treasurer at the meeting i n
September 1795 resulted as follows :

For Governor-Thomas Chittenden 4 0
Isaac Tichenor

	

34
For Lieut . Governor-Jonathan Hunt 50

Isaac Tichenor 2
Thomas Chittenden

1
For Treasurer-Samuel Mattocks

	

33
Elisha Allis

	

14
In December 1795 the inhabitants o f

Brookfield voted "to raise a bounty upo n
wolves' pates"; and in addition to this ,
agreed "to give their portion of the sum o f
twenty dollars for every grown wolf, an d
ten dollars for every wolf's whelp in addi-
tion to the bounty already granted by the
State, which shall be killed within the
towns hereafter named, Barnard ,
Stockbridge, Pittsfield, Bethel ,
Rochester, Hancock, Randolph, Kingston ,
Braintree, Brookfield, Williamstown ,
Warren, Northfield, Waitsfield, Royalton ,
Pomfret, and Roxbury, provided the sai d
towns, or either nine of them wil l
agree to do the same, the tax for raising
said bounty to be assessed upon the polls
and ratable estate in said town according
to the list taken in the year 1795 : said
bounty to be continued one year from the
tenth day of December inst ." This with
some modifications was afterward s
agreed to, and considered a law within a
certain circle of towns .

There seems to have been a law at this
period that if proprietors were not prompt
in the payment of taxes levied upon thei r
land, such a part of their land as woul d
pay the tax and costs was seized and sold
at public vendue. A tax was levied by th e
State authorities in 1797 of one cent on
each acre, which gave rise to several auc-
tion sales in Brookfield, the lots sold be-
ing mostly those of non-resident pro-
prietors . In this way the land of the tow n
became, at that time nearly, and soo n
after wholly, the property of thos e
residing within its limits . How stringent
and summary this law was in its effects

may be known from the fact that Mr .
Ichabod Hyde, who once owned the farm
now belonging to Mr. Josiah Kibbee, lost
the whole of it in consequence of inability
to pay taxes, or want of promptitude in
paying them .

For several years, owing to th e
undesirable location of the first meeting
house, a want of agreement regarding it ,
or for some other reason, the subject o f
building a new house had occupied the
people's attention. In March 1802 ,
because the religious sentiments of those
within the town had become so various ,
the subject took a new turn, and what had
previously been the interest and busines s
of the town, now passed into the care of
the Congregational Society. A meeting of
this society was convened, and its actio n
resulted eventually in the erection of a
meeting house which was occupied fo r
nearly forty years . Its erection was com-
menced in 1803 or 1804, and it was com-
pleted and occupied in 1806 .

In 1801, the Universalist Society was
established in the town .

The year 1805 was noted as one of
unusually great mortality, the number o f
deaths in Brookfield being 25, which was
nearly triple the number of the preceding
year. The prevailing disease was a malig-
nant typhus fever .

In 1807 the Legislature passed an ac t
assessing a tax of one cent on each acre
for the purpose of erecting and suppor-
ting a State Prison . This gave rise to the
following order :
State of Vermont

To William Carley, first Constable of
the town of Brookfield in the County of
Orange—greeting .

Whereas the Legislature of this State at
their session begun and holden at
Woodstock in October in the year of ou r
Lord one thousand eight hundred and
seven, did pass an act assessing a tax o f
one cent on each acre of land in this Stat e
(except lands sequestered to public ,
pious, and charitable uses) for the pur-
pose of defraying the expenses of erec-
ting a State Prison, to be collected, an d
paid into the treasury of this State on o r
before the first day of June next, in har d
money, orders issued by the Supreme
Court of Judicature, or in bills of the Ver-
mont bank; Therefore, by the authority of
the State of Vermont you are hereby com-
manded to levy and collect of the pro-
prietors, and land owners, agreeably to
the act aforesaid, one cent on each acre of
land in said town of Brookfield, lands se-
questered to public, pious, or charitabl e
uses excepted, there being in said tow n
twenty-three thousand and forty acres i n
whole . . .amounting in the whole to the
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sum of two hundred and thirty dollars and
forty cents, and pay the same into th e
treasury of the State on or before the firs t
day of June next .

In collecting this tax according to law ,
no less than sixty rights of land were set
up at public auction ; mostly those of non-
resident proprietors .

There has been already given a list of
the Freemen of the town who voted in
1786; and as it may be interesting to
those who will seek for their own family
names, it may not be inadvisable to ap-
pend to this chapter a list of those who
were admitted as Freemen of the tow n
from time to time .

1791
Dr. Walter Burnham Charles Howar d
Vine Durkee

	

Asahel Tyler
John Tyler

	

Nathan Alvor d
Francis West

	

Thomas Peck
Sanders Skiff

1792
Elisha Allis

	

Nathaniel Wheatley
Experience Fisk

	

Abner Pride
Asshur Hatch

	

Joseph Pride
James Humphrey Simeon Rood Jr .

Lewis Humphrey

1793
Sylvester Henry

	

Levi Burton
John Hibbard

	

Hezekiah Gaylord
Jr .

Joshua Hyde

	

Leman Ferry
Jonathan Hyde

	

William Durkee
Nathan Parish

	

John Stickney
Joshua Perry

1794
llama Bigelow

	

Samuel Thatche r
Francis Doyne

	

Simon P. Slapp
Ira Hand

	

Simon Newton
Josiah Smith Jr .

	

Elijah Burnham

1795
Isaac Smith

	

James Ayers
Nehemiah Estabrook Henry Wheatley
Samuel Durkee

	

Solomon Stickney
Samuel Hovey

	

Moses Collins
Henry Walbridge

	

Comfort Carpente r
Robert Bradford

	

Sylvanus Smith

1797
John Hibbard

	

Samuel Hovey Jr .

1799
Edward Pease

	

Sylvester Griswol d
Charles Sexton

	

Nathan Alle n

1800
Jonathan Edson

	

Daniel Bigelow
Timothy Burroughs Alvin Hovey
Jr .
Daniel Morgan

	

Daniel Gould

180 1
Caleb Mallory
Ebenezer Wood
John Bagle y
Francis Grove r
Francis Arnol d
Cyril Hyde

1802
Samuel Bagley Jr . David Sexton
Benjamin Abbot

	

Abner Pride Jr .
Stephen Abbot

	

Joseph Wolcott
Edward Grow

	

John Wheatley
David McAllister

	

Freedom Edson
Ashur Grover .

1803
Moses Hubbard Jr .
Harvey Ingalls
Benjamin Staples
Elisha Smalle y
Jonas Stickney

Elkanah Smith
Abraham Smit h
William Pride
Hiram Sexton
Folsom Bean ,
Urial Abbot

Giles Rood
Alanson Smith
Alba Davison
William Kingsbury
Abel Lyman Jr .

Daniel Washburn
Joel Hamblin
Joseph Williams
Roswell Shepard
Elisha Smalley

Paul Davison Jr .
Eli Manly
Asahel Abbot

Salmon Edso n
David Clifford
Roger Hibbard Jr.
Nathan Spalding
Ashbel Bigelow
Samuel Freeman

1807
Nathaniel Kingsbury
Jared Hyde
Norman Smith
Azel Lyman
Chester Beldin g
Josiah Bagley

Horace Kellogg

1804
Cyrus Paine
Oliver Hibbard
Elias Seabury
Timothy Edso n
Noble Smalley

1805
John Smith
Ira Waterman
Josiah Smith 2d

Aaron Steele
Joseph Blake
Gideon Alle n
Jesse Coburn
Isaac Newton
William Edgerton
Oliver Robinso n
Isaac Ames
Barnard Blanchar d
Phineas Kellogg Jr .
James A. Converse
Elnathan Pritchard
Samuel Freeman Jr .
Rufus T . Lilli e
Fuller Smith
Edward Bagley

1808
_ _ Walter Pease

Joseph Battes
Samuel Carlton
Samuel Allen
Asa Bigelow
Benoni Taylor
William Hawes
Simon Cotto n
Cyrus Negro
Josiah Smith Jr.
David Herric k
John Green
John French
Samuel French
Ebenezer Lines
John Lines

The only complete list of the town fo r
the first twenty-five years of its existence
of which there is any record, is a docu-
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Brookfield Center: On the left, the Irving Abbott house, now owned by Mr. Colas. On the east side
of the street is the house where Edwin Smith now lives, and beyond it is the First Congregational
Church which was moved to Connecticut in 1949 . The house beyond the church is now vacant,

owned by L . Sumner. (Courtesy M.L. Griswold)

ment entitled "A true list of the town o f
Brookfield for the year 1794" Burnham, Elijah 11 0

Sum Total L2442 5s Burnham, Justus 11 0
Elisha Allis Burnham, Walter 7 10
Noah Paine Carley, William 12 0

Nathaniel Wheatley Carpenter, Comfort 8 0
Listers Clark, Luke 31 0

For curiosity's sake as well as because Collins, Moses 8 0
it will afford some clue to the relative Colt, Benjamin 32 1 0
wealth of the inhabitants at that time, I Cowles, Timothy Esq . 35 5

Cushman, Nathaniel 24 1 0venture to insert the list entire :
L s Davison, Paul 30 1 0

Adams, Reuben

	

41 15 Doyne, Francis 6 0
Allis, Elisha

	

84 15 Durkee, Oliver 30 1 5
Alvord, John

	

27 0 Durkee, Vine 10 0
Alvord, Nathan

	

7 0 Durkee, William 12 1 0
Alvord, Nathan Jr .

	

9 0 Estabrook, Nehemiah 22 1 0
Ainsworth, Ebenezer

	

32 0 Fisk, Experience 39 1 5
Ames, Edmond

	

17 10 Ferry, Leman 8 1 0
Ayres, James

	

6 0 Freeman, Samuel 15 0
Bagley, Samuel

	

48 0 , Moses 6 0
Barlow, Timothy

	

12 0 Gaylord, Hezekiah 12 0
Bigelow, Amasa

	

39 15 Gaylord, Hezekiah Jr . 11 0
Bigelow, David

	

44 0 Gaylord, Thomas 46 1 0
Bigelow, Stephen

	

44 10 Griswold, Frederic 18 0
Bigelow, Timothy

	

15 0 Grover, Amaziah 32 1 0
Bigelow, Zelotes

	

26 0 Hamblin, Oliver 13 5
Biglow, Barna

	

10 0 Harrington, John 6 15
Biglow, Josiah

	

18 0 Hatch, Asshur 22 0
Bradford, Robert

	

8 0 Hand, Ira 14 0
Brown, Ephraim

	

13 5 Henry, Sylvester 6 0

3 3



Hibbard, John 8 0 Robinson, Ashur 8 0
Hovey, Rufus 6 0 Rood, Simeon

	

- 74 0
Hubbard, Moses Esq . 19 0 Rood, Simeon Jr . 6 0
Humphrey, Amos 24 10 Seabury, Benjamin 33 5
Humphrey, Lewis 33 0 Skiff, Sanders 16 0
Humphrey, Nathaniel 10 0 Slapp, Simon Peter 18 0
Humphrey, Nathaniel Jr . 22 10 Smalley, Joseph 28 1 0
Hutchinson, Jerome 6 0 Smith, Isaac 6 0
Hyde, Benjamin 8 0 Smith, Jacob 12 0
Hyde,lchabod 24 10 Smith, Josiah 39 1 0
Hyde, Joshua 6 0 Smith, Josiah Jr . 11 5
Ingham, Micajah 30 10 Smith, Parker 21 0
Ingram, Philip 32 0 Smith, Solomon 28 10
Kellogg, Phineas 21 15 Smith, Timothy 14 5
Kingsbury, Daniel 26 5 Smith, Zephaniah 6 0
Loomis, Alexander 6 0 Steele, Zadock 28 10
Loomis, Amos 20 0 Stickney, John 6 0
Lyman, Abel 60 10 Stickney, Lemuel 29 15
Lyman, John 6 0 Stratton, Ebenezer 37 0
Martin, Walker 29 15 Thatcher, Samuel 18 10
McKnight, Thomas 12 0 Thompson, Francis 20 0
Morse, John 8 0 Thompson, Josiah 15 0
Paine, John 64 5 Tyler, Asahel 13 0
Paine, Noah 57 10 Tyler, John 20 0
Paine, Thomas 5 10 Tyler, Phineas 35 10
Parish, Nathan 12 0 Wakefield, Ebenezer 15 10
Peck, Thomas 35 0 Wakefield, Elijah 21 15
Perry, Benjamin 6 0 Wakefield, William 9 0
Perry, Hazen 6 0 Walbridge, Henry 6 0
Perry, Joshua 15 0 Warren, Benjamin 8 0
Pike, Seth 6 0 Waterman, John O. 34 0
Pride, Abner 29 10 West, Francis 15 0
Pride, Joseph 7 0 Wheatley, Nathaniel 67 15
Reed, Jonathan 8 0

An incident, illustrative of the inconve-
niences and hardships which were ex-
perienced in those days, is related of Mr .
John Slade, who lived on the East Hill . In
returning home from the Branch one dark
night, the road being known only by
marked trees, he lost his way . After
wandering some time among the bushes ,
he encountered a huge log, over which he
climbed, but —his—horse--less fortunate
stumbled, and in falling caught both the
man's feet fast . Unable to extricate
himself from such an unpleasant posi-
tion, he hallooed for help, but no one be-
ing near, he made further and more
vigorous efforts to free himself, and final-
ly did so by degrees: but being so much
discouraged to make more trials a t
locomotion, he sat upon the log, and hel d
his horse till daylight .

Nathan Allen, father of Capt . J.S.
Allen, settled on the farm now owned by
Mr. John A. Reed, put up a log house ,
and in three days after cutting the first
log, moved his family into it .

An amusing story is told of Asahe l
Tyler, who kept a small trading establish-
ment where Mr. Updike lives on the

Branch. Having a hogshead of very coarse
salt and another of very fine salt worth
nearly twice as much as the former, it oc-
curred to him that by mixing the tw o
kinds and selling the mixture at the
highest price, he might make an extraor-
dinary speculation . So with considerabl e
labor he mixed them together, when he
found to his great chagrin	 that on accoun t
of their great difference in degree of
coarseness, he had only one hogshead of
both . Were every avaricious design as
summarily punished, one of the worst o f
human vices might soon become extinct .
Apropos to the above is another anecdote
related of Rufus Call, a dweller on the
East Hill . In an unusually productive corn
season, he remarked to a neighbor tha t
he didn't know what would become of hi s
hogs, for he hadn't pig corn enough t o
keep them: his neighbor proposed to ex-
change a load of his own poor corn for a
load of sound corn, which Call assente d
to, and actually did with the utmost
simplicity, though with purer motives
probably than those which actuated the
other.
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