
TRASK
by Ruth Trask Stoddard, 1974

James Gray Trask was born in Beverly, MA on Sept . 4, 1797. Ebenezer Trask III, hi s
father, moved to Hartland, VT with his family . James married Eliza Alexander (born i n
Hartland, Vt on Oct . 14, 1805) on March 14, 1830 . This couple came to Brookfield East Hil l
where they bought the Trask farm from his brother William Trask and his brother-in-la w
Alvan Hovey, who in turn had bought the farm from their nephew Billings Hovey, enablin g
him to buy land in Albany, VT .

William Trask and the Alvan Hoveys lived on the farm a few years before selling it to
James . The James Gray Trasks had ten children, all born on the Trask Farm . The first was
born in 1831 . Of their ten children, only James Alexander and Lydia Trask Bixby spent thei r
lives on East Hill . Seven are buried in the East Hill Cemetery . James Gray died on July 18 ,
1855. After her husband's death, Eliza kept the farm operating with the help of her son
Albert, until he moved to Boston in 1866 . In 1867, James and Alta Trask bought the farm ,
caring for his mother Eliza until her death in 1891 . Alta's mother also moved to the Tras k
farm with them .

James Edgar Trask, James and Alta's only child, was born on March 9, 1864 . At the age
of three he moved to the farm with his parents where he remained until his death in 1943 . He
married Stella Fletcher on Sept . 5, 1895 . Stella was born in Eden, VT on June 23, 1872 . She
moved with her parents, Alvin and Eunice Horner Fletcher, to Brookfield South East Hill i n
1893 . Alvin Fletcher was born in Johnson, VT and died in Brookfield . Eunice Fletcher wa s
born in Hyde Park, VT and died in Brookfield in 1931 . They are buried in the East
Brookfield Branch Cemetery . None of their children were born in Brookfield but thei r
youngest son, Guy, married Margaret Kelly . They lived on the Fletcher farm and had seven
children. Doris, who married Henry Baker, was the only one of the seven to settle in
Brookfield . They live on the farm next to what is now Baker Pond just south of East Rox-
bury .

James Edgar and Stella Trask had four children, Ruth, Robert, Grace, and Richard, all o f
whom grew to maturity in the Hovey Neighborhood. Richard married Margaret Billings in
1933. Their four children, Lois, Lydia, Donald, and Zylpha, lived on the Trask farm an d
moved to Randolph in 1958 . After they moved away there were no living Hovey or Tras k
descendants in the old Hovey Neighborhood on East Hill .

Robert Trask and his family moved from Brookfield Branch to Bethel, VT in 1942 . Five of
their children were born while they lived in Brookfield . Grace Trask, who married Walter
Wheatley, lived on the old Jesse Wheatley farm on East Brookfield Branch for over fift y
years . Only one of their four children, John, lived on East Brookfield Branch in 1974 . Ruth
married Herman Stoddard . They bought the Gurdon Hibbard farm where their only child
Lawson grew up .

UPHAM
by Lucile E . Smith

Samuel Upham moved from Montpelier to Brookfield, Vt . in the early or mid-1800 ' s . He
was born in Leicester, Mass . in 1793 . In Brookfield, he farmed and owned various parcels o f
land until he died of typhoid fever in 1863 .

Samuel and Sally Hatch Upham had two sons .—Samuel-C—. born Feb . 2, 1819, became a
pharmacist in Philadelphia, Pa . The second son, Zenas Merrill, who was born in Montpelier
on Aug. 3, 1821, became a leader in Brookfield affairs for several decades in the 1800 ' s .

Zenas married Lucy Carlie Edson, born May 12, 1822, the daughter of Colonel Justus Ed-
son and Mary Paine Edson of Brookfield . They had two children, born in Brookfield : Ellen
(or Helen) Petrona, June 2, 1845, and Curtis Merrill, Nov . 30, 1854. Lucy died Dec . 3 of that
year, probably of childbirth complications .

Ellen married William Cheever Hopkins of Chicago, Ill . in Sept . 1865 and moved west .
She wrote several serial stories under pen name, "S . Reade Brockton " . She died in Eagen ,
South Dakota on Dec . 21, 1883 . Curtis married Nellie E. Waite of Fayston, Vt . on Dec . 11 ,
1893, and he died in Brookfield on April 11, 1938 .

On July 29, 1856, Zenas married Caroline Chamberlain Crane, born in Williamstown, Vt .
on June 24, 1831 . They had three children, all born in Brookfield . The first child, Willie ,
died in Feb ., 1861, age 3 yrs . 4 mos. Their two daughters were Lucy Carlie, born March 6 ,
1862, and Mary Crane, born July 7, 1864 .

Caroline Upham joined the Second Congregational Church in Brookfield four years afte r
its organization . She was very active in church affairs for many years, leading the singing a t
prayer meetings, "preaching from the pew" and "an inheritor of Christ ' s blessings upon the
peacemakers " , according to her obituary . Rev. W .A. Bushee, a close friend of the family
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The Zenas Upham home, next to the former general store; this house is now the home of Jack an d
Betty Russell, managers of the Green Trails Inn .

(Courtesy Lucile Smith)

and former pastor of this church, came up from Rhode Island to conduct her funeral service s
in 1905 .

Family legend has it that Zenas Upham bought the first piano in town, and was the first t o
send his daughters off for a college education . Their schooling began in the Lamson
schoolhouse in Brookfield, continued in the Brookfield Center Academy ; and they

graduated from Mount Holyoke College in 1885 .
At various times, Zenas was a farmer, a merchant of Boston goods (coffee in particular), a

tailor with a shop next to the stream flowing east from the pond, and a hayfork manufac-
turer .

He was also involved in public affairs . He served as the Brookfield Town Clerk from 185 1
to 1856, and returned in 1876 as assistant Town Clerk . He was a State Senator in 1860-61 ,
and Postmaster of the Brookfield Post Office for several years, beginning in 1864. He was a
Justice of the Peace in the mid-1870's, and was at some period High Sheriff of Orange Coun4-
ty . In 1876, Governor Horace Fairbanks appointed him Assistant Judge of Orange Count y
to serve for two years .

Over the years, Zenas Upham built or lived in several buildings in Pond Village . In 1869 ,
he bought the house and land known in my youth as the "Sargent House", next to the store
(which burned down a few years ago) on the east side of the pond; this he and hisfamily oc -
cupied for many years . I have heard, but not verified, that he built, or had built, the old par-
sonage, the hotel (no longer in existence), and the original part of the Town Hall as a room-
ing house for the fork shop workers .

Much of the east side of Colt's Pond, as Sunset Lake was then called, belonged to him at
some point or other . In 1879, he bought the west side of the pond from the estate of Col .
Justus Edson, his former father-in-law . Zenas died in Brookfield on Feb . 27, 1895, in hi s
74th year .

Lucy, Caroline and Zenas' older daughter, taught school in Williston, Vt . and Ayer ,
Mass . prior to her marriage in 1889 to Dr . Frank Joseph Partridge, a Braintree, Vt . native .
They settled in Worcester, Mass ., where he was a highly respected physician . They had fou r
children : Lucile Upham, Hazel Howard, and Caroline, all born in Uxbridge, Mass ., and
Frank Joseph, Jr ., born in Worcester .

Mary Upham also taught for several years, probably in Brookfield . She never married ,
and after the death of her mother, Caroline, spent most of her remaining years with her siste r
Lucy, and later, with Lucy 's daughter Hazel Edson .

Part of Zenas Upham's land on the west side of Sunset Lake is still owned and used b y
some of his descendants, the three living children of Hazel and Carroll Andrew Edson .

The rest of Zenas Upham's property was either sold or taken by the State for the Interstat e
Highway .



VERNON (ALICE MAE)
by Deborah MacAskill

Alice Vernon came to Brookfield in 1937 as one of a group of young women who wer e
guests of Green Trails owner Jessie Fiske .

Alice was born in Wilmington, Delaware on December 16, 1897 and attended school there .
She graduated from the University of Michigan . Alice taught school in Wilmington an d
Atlantic City . In 1957 she made Vermont her permanent residence, living with Clarice an d
Harold Gage on the farm in East Brookfield . She was an active 4-H leader, giving children
painting lessons . Alice was a member of the Palateers, a Barre-based artist group . Her pain-
ting hobby produced many pictures, some of which can be found in local homes an d
businesses .

Alice contributed countless hours and much energy in the promotion of the loca l
Historical Society, becoming President and Secretary several different times .

WAKEFIELD
by Alice Wakefield

E.P. Wild's HISTORY OF BROOKFIELD mentions a family of Wakefields who wer e
among the town's earliest settlers . As recorded in the WAKEFIELD MEMORIAL (Homer
Wakefield, 1897), William Wakefield, son of Thomas Wakefield and a soldier in Kin g
George 's War, moved to Brookfield, VT, sometime before 1785 . At Brookfield ' s first town
meeting on March 18, 1785, he was chosen a Selectman . He was living in Brookfield in 178 9
but about 1800, he and his family moved to Brompton, Canada . About 1815, he returned t o
Brookfield because of the hostilities of the War of 1812 .

William had eight children by his second marriage to Dorcas Hayward—Sibel, Eunis ,
Deborah, Thomas, Dorcas, Rufus, William, and Mary, all born in Connecticut . His third
marriage at Brookfield, Vt ., produced four children—Elijah, Wyman, Harry, and John.

Deborah Wakefield, daughter of William and Dorcas, married John Harrington, a
Brookfield physician . She died at Greene, Ohio, in 1830 . Most of her descendants lived in
Ohio .

John Wakefield, William's youngest son, married Sarah Kee . He moved to Canada but ,
like his father, returned to Brookfield where he was a farmer . Their six children, most of
whom were born after the family moved to Ohio, did not return to Brookfield .

The remainder of William's children moved either to other parts of Vermont or out West .
* * * * * * * * * *

The Wakefields currently living in West Brookfield, Randolph and Northfield have no ap-
parent relationship to those mentioned above . Asahel (pronounced AZ-ul) Wakefield, son o f
Asahel and Lydia (Harwood) Wakefield of Sutton, MA, bought 100 acres in Peth on th e
eastern boundary of Braintree, VT in 1787 (Lot #96 or #124 in Braintree's original Tow n
Plan). There he married Sarah (Sally) Byam in 1792 and they had four children .

Their daughters, Polly and Sally, were never married . They lived out the last of their years
in a house half way up what is now Howard Hill near the northwestern boundaries of Ran-
dolph (close to both Braintree and Brookfield) . One of Asahel's sons, Reuben Wakefield ,
married and lived just down the hill from his sisters . (-Location of both houses can be found
on H.F. Wallings Map of 1858.) There is no record of any children born to Reuben .

James-Wakefield, also son of Asahel and Sally, lived with his wife, Lucy Willington, jus t
up the hill from his sisters for about 15 years (also shown on Wallings Map) . They had ten
children . Only two (George and Luther) stayed in Vermont . The others moved to Michigan
with their parents . Luther and some of his descendants lived in the Northfield area .

George Walker Wakefield, James ' oldest son, married Clara Fisk and, in 1852, bought a
farm on the east side of Cram Hill in Roxbury (often considered part of West Brookfield) .
George's sons, Leroy and Byron, both married, raised children and farmed on Cram Hill .

Leroy married Arlina Perrin whose family was among the early settlers of East Bethel .
They had five children—Lela, Clara, Horace, Lewis and George . Horace, Lewis and George
all married, raised families and farmed in the valley of West Brookfield .

Lewis married Nora Churchill and had two surviving sons, Earl and Kenneth . Earl manag -
ed the family farm and married Helen Webster who was active in town planning and served
eight years in the State Legislature . They had one son, Lynn Earl Wakefield. Kenneth mar-
ried Arlene Lamson, also of Brookfield, and moved to New Hampshire to continue hi s
career as a banker . They had two children, Reg and Karlene .

Today, Lynn Wakefield and his wife, Alice (Webster), author of WEST BROOKFIEL D
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AND THEREABOUTS, live and farm in West Brookfield . They have three children, Sarah ,
Amy and Scott . Although parts of several adjacent farms have since been added, the hill
farm purchased by Lynn's great-great-grandfather, George Wakefield, is still part o f
Wakefield's Meadowbrook Farm .

WALBRIDGE/CHURCH
by Charlotte M. Claflin and Laura W . Norton

The Walbridge family originated in Dorsetshire, England and came to America betwee n
1685 and 1688 . They located in Norwich, Conn . and later settled in Vermont in the early
1700's .

Rodney Williams Walbridge was born in Brookfield, Vt . in 1838, the only son of Williams
and Maria Carpenter Walbridge . He died in 1921. His first marriage was to Augusta Carley
of North Randolph, Vt . Following her death, he married Eunice W . Church of Randolph,
Vt. To this union two children were born at Brookfield, Vt ., Rodney Ray (1882-1921) an d
Carley Church (1884-1891), who died following a tragic death by a falling tree at the age o f
seven .

Mr. Walbridge served with the 4th Vermont regiment in the Civil War for three years a s
captain and participated in many of the hard fought battles of the war but was never taken
prisoner or seriously wounded . After the close of the war, he returned to Brookfield and pur-
chased a farm located on the hill road from Brookfield Center to East Brookfield . A descrip-
tion of the farm was printed in the County Gazetteer and Directory, "14 grade Jersey cows ,
45 Merino sheep, breeder of Morgan horses, 1000 sugar trees, 193 acres " .

Following the sale of his farm, he moved into the parsonage at Brookfield Center . For
many years he was the sexton of the First Congregational Church there . He was also chosen
to represent his town in the state legislature . He was an active member of the Henry Freeman
Post at Brookfield and for some years its commander .

His son, Rodney Ray Walbridge, married Edith M. Brooks of North Randolph, Vt . They
had five daughters, Marjorie Eunice (deceased), Charlotte Merle, Laura, Ruth (deceased )
and Rachel Margaret .

Gathering of Wardners circa 1920, friends and relatives in front ofSylvanus N. Wardner home o n
West Street, Brookfield, looking Eastward toward Pond Village . Back row, second from left:
Catherine E. Edwards of Sali.bury Center, N. Y. ; third from left: Bertha Bostwick Wardner of
Brookfield; fifth from left: Sylvanus N. Wardner. Third row, far right: Evan D. Edwards of
Salisbury Center, N. Y Front row, holding dog : Cassius S . Wardner of Brookfield. Directly behind
Cassius is his wife, Helen Edwards Wardner. Directly behind Helen Wardner is Leona B. Wardner of
Brookfield. Others unidentified.
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WARDNER
by Jon M. Wardner

The Wardner family lived in the Brookfield area from 1800 until at least 1959 . It is believ-
ed that all Wardners in America are descended from Johann Philipp and Katherine Eide l
Wardner, who emigrated from the Black Forest of Germany to Boston in 1752 . Their eldest ,
Jacob (1752-1822), was born in passage on the ocean, and boasted that he "was not born on
the face of God's earth" . Jacob was the first Wardner to settle in the area, building a log
house on Steele Hill in East Roxbury in 1801 .

Johann Philipp (he later dropped the "Johann") and Katherine were illiterate . Philipp, a
stone mason, helped to build King's Chapel in Boston, and lived with his family in Natic k
and Needham, MA, until about 1770, when they moved to Alstead, NH .

Philipp's son, Jacob served in the Continental Army, fighting at the Battle of Benningto n
under General Stark . Philipp did not survive the war . All Wardners have descended from
Jacob, who settled in the Brookfield-East Roxbury area, and his brother Frederick, who
made his home in Reading, VT on Wardner Hill, where Philipp is buried .

Jacob Wardner owned two farms on Steele Hill, the first of which was later owned b y
H.A. Thayer, and the second now owned by Mr . Everett Drown. In addition to farming ,
Jacob manufactured potash ; as recently as 1917, large trees were seen growing out of th e
ashes by the side of the road .

Jacob brought his second wife, Olive Richardson, and several of their children to East
Roxbury . The youngest, Lydia, was born on the farm . Others, born in Alstead, included
Keziah, Amos, David, Joel (1794-1878), and Joseph (1798-1873) . One son from Jacob's firs t
marriage, Jacob Jr ., appears to have followed his father as well .

Jacob Jr . soon left the area . Keziah married a Sampson Bates and lived in the Northfiel d
area. David drowned at the age of three . Lydia married a Calvin Cady ; they had many off-
spring, and some descendants still live in Vermont . Amos married a Mary Belcher and lived
in Northfield ; a descendant, Laura Helen Fisher Boardman, lives there today .

Jacob Wardner (1825-1900), born in East Roxbury, son of Joel and Sally (Steele), marrie d
Emma Hastings, and had four sons: Waldo, Eugene, Will and George . George married Mat-
tie Hayward of Brookfield . Their children were Ruby, who died in her 'teens, and Ruth, wh o
married Ralph Gale, and lived in the East Roxbury area for many years . George and hi s
family lived by the first "Wardner Pond" near the Roxbury line, and operated the mills .

Joseph Wardner lived on a farm just east of the Brookfield=East Roxbury line, adjoinin g
the Thayer farm, with his wife Lovinia Smith . In 1810, his father Jacob crossed the line t o
"swap works" with Joseph, as was the custom during the harvest . Jacob was warned to
leave the Town of Brookfield by its Selectmen, who feared he might become a town pauper
or a bill of expense to the Town . Jacob died on the "Thayer" farm, and is buried in th e
Braley First Settlers Cemetery . His property (the Drown farm) left his family in 1868, whe n
Sylvanus Wardner, son of Joseph, sold the land to A . Ladd.

Joseph Wardner and Lovina (Smith) were parents of Joseph Frederick (1826-1886) wh o
built the saw and grist mills at East Roxbury ; and Sylvanus (1834-1891), who married Ann
Nichols of Brookfield . Sylvanus and Ann had a son, Sylvanus, who married Berth a
Bostwick at Brookfield in 1893 .

LeRoy Moses Wardner, eighth child of Joseph and Lovina, was born in 1841 . He served in
the Union Army, First Vermont Volunteer Cavalry Regiment until April, 1863, when he was
captured with 95 of his fellow cavalrymen . They were taken to Libby Prison in Richmond ,
but were paroled shortly, and he was honorably discharged in November, 1864. Health pro-
blems hindered his chosen career as a doctor, so he operated a pharmacy for fifteen years
before his death in 1896. He was followed by a son in medicine and a son in pharmacy ; their
respective sons went into medicine and dentistry .

There are two bodies of water in Brookfield which have been called "Wardner Pond" .
One was situated on Route 12, just east of the town line, and supplied the power for a gris t
mill and saw mill operated by three generations of Wardners : Joel, his son Jacob, and hi s
son George . Their home, which currently is owned by Dr . Duane Natvig, served as an over-
night stop on the Montreal-Boston stagecoach route . Although the pond is now a silt-fille d
marsh, remains of the stone dam and the stagecoach road can be seen . Descendants of Joel
and Sally Steele Wardner still live in the area, and include Joyce Martin Williams of Nor-
thfield .

The other Wardner Pond, located on the eastern slope of Bear Hill, is also known a s
North Pond. The property which contains this pond was acquired by Sylvanus (son of
Sylvanus) N . Wardner in 1894 . With wife Bertha Bostwick and children Cassius and Leona ,
the Sylvanus Wardner family became the only Wardners to live in the village of Brookfiel d
proper . Sylvanus was a farmer and painter, whose pond was well stocked with pickerel an d
bass ; he rented boats to fishermen for 50 cents per day . One could row across the pond and
back, returning with a bucketful of fish . Ice from the pond was cut in the winter, stored i n
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sawdust, and sold in the summer . Sylvanus and Bertha were musicians, often providin g
music at square dances, she on a portable bellows organ, he on the violin . Bertha was occa-
sionally employed as a cook at local inns . Sylvanus died in 1937, Bertha in 1951 . Cassius had
moved to Dolgeville, NY after serving in World War I ; his name is engraved on the
Brookfield War Veterans monument . In 1959, Leona Wardner sold the pond and propert y
to the present owners, the LeBarons of East Bridgewater, MA . The pond is still known to
some Brookfield residents as "Wardner Pond" .

Wardners of many generations have found their final resting places in the Braley First Set-
tlers (East Roxbury), Brookfield Center, and East Roxbury Cemeteries .

Of interest to some may be the "J . Wardner House " , designated by the Vermont Division
for Historic Preservation Survey as a landmark . It is located on the east side of Town
Highway #19, 0.45 miles south of the Roxbury-Brookfield line .

WHEATLE Y
by Barbara Wheatley Davis

Major Nathaniel Wheatley, a member of the New Hampshire militia regiment under Col .
Jonathan Chase, came to Brookfield in 1791, and purchased of Shubal Cross, a large farm
and log house on the second branch of the White River . He was the son of Capt . John
Wheatley, the first settler in what is now Lebanon, N .H. In 1796 Major Wheatley built a
house on the site of the Cross cabin . This house has always been known as Willow Grove an d
for many years was occupied by sons and grandsons of the Major . It is presently owned b y
Dudley Nichols . (1984)

Major Wheatley, a veteran of the Revolutionary War, was honored in 1971 by the dedica-
tion of a marker, in the East Brookfield Cemetery, by the DAR . He was married twice, and
had 10 children. His son, Colonel Nathaniel, lived at Willow Grove and kept a hotel as a
relay station for the stages from Boston to Montreal . He gained his title of Colonel in con-
nection with the State Militia . The broad fields west of the river were used for parades and
drill . He represented the Town of Brookfield in the State Legislature and served a term in the
Senate .

Two of Major Nathaniel's sons, Luther and Jesse I, brothers of the Colonel, marrie d

"Valley View", the home of several generations of the Wheatley family, in East Brookfield .
(Courtesy Barbara W. Davis)
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Wheatley family group: Standing : George, Ernest and Arthur Wheatley. Seated: Walter, Lena,
Jennie, Monroe, Bess and James .

(Courtesy Barbara W. Davis)

Stratton sisters . The Strattons also ran a hotel and relay station on East Street . This hous e
has recently been restored by Elizabeth and Helen Livingston .

In 1821, the Major sold to his son, Jesse I, a piece of land south of Willow Grove, nex t
north of the present rural schoolhouse . Jesse I married Harriet Stratton in 1823 and moved a
two room house from the West Hill to his newly acquired land . This building was the nucleu s
of the present farmhouse known as Valley View and most recently the home of his great-
grandson, Walter Wheatley . Jesse I was totally blind the last 27 years of his life . He and Har-
riet Stratton had 3 children, Jesse Cooke, George and Harriet . Jesse Cooke married Sarah
Sprague, the daughter of Asa Sprague . After living on the West Hill for 4 years, he moved t o
Valley View to care for his parents and carry on the farm . Jesse Cook Wheatley and Sarah
had 4 children; Mary Keith, who married Silas Newell ; Monroe who married Jennie Steele ;
Jessie E . who married Silas Newell after the death of her sister Mary ; Anna, who marrie d
Frank Allen .

When Monroe Wheatley married Jennie Steele of West Brookfield in 1884, he lived a t
Valley View and carried on the farm for his aging parents . To this union were born 7
children . They all attended the schoolhouse next door and went on to high school and col-
lege. Although several of Monroe's children lived in East Brookfield at one time, Walter wa s
the only one who married and brought up his family on the home farm . Walter was a
graduate of VSA, an agriculturist, town treasurer, and Orange County Legislator an d
Senator . He married Grace Trask of the East Hill and had 4 children . He died in 1978 . His
two sons, John and Wayne, are current residents of East Brookfield . Sons and grandsons o f
Wayne Wheatley also live on the Branch, making the ninth generation to live on the origina l
Wheatley land .
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REMINISCENCES OF WALTER WHEATLEY
as dictated to his daughter, 1974

I remember the family as being very large, eleven in all . The kitchen table was a long one ,
as it included places for Grandfather and Grandmother Jesse Cooke Wheatley . A barrel of
flour would last about six weeks for baking .
I remember watching the kids go to the schoolhouse next door and wishing that I could start

at the age of four so that I could go to college . When I finaly entered the first grade, Haze l
Carpenter Sprague, Glenn Newell, and Harold Farr entered with me .

All the boys in the family had chores to do everyday. The youngest ones started out by
feeding the calves, and graduated to climbing the sidehill to get the cows . In the winter we
skated on the frog pond below the house, and when there was a crust there were plenty o f
hills to slide on . There was always a hammock swinging between the apple tree and the ceda r
tree, where we spent many evening hours . The cedar tree was set out by my grandmother . In
the fall of the year we trapped muskrats by the river . One year I trapped 29, which gave me
pin money . I also trapped skunk and mink ; the mink brought a good price .

My older brothers, George and Ernest, were raking leaves on the front lawn one day, t o
bank the house . George was working diligently, as was his custom. Ernest was sitting down .
"Come on," said George, "get busy and help . I'll be going away to school and you won' t
have me to help you . " "In that case, " replied Ernest, "I guess that I had better rest while I
can . "

We cut ice every winter on Brookfield Pond . It was stored underneath the barn in sawdust .
When Mother made ice cream in the hand-crank freezer, we got a chunk of ice from the bin ,
washed off the sawdust, put it in a bransack and crushed it with the broad side of an axe . The
resulting ice cream was far beyond anything one buys in the stores today . Made of mostly
cream, it was served in soup dishes with maple syrup topping .

Father butchered hogs for himself and most of the neighbors . I remember the huge iro n
kettle that hung from a scaffold near the barn with boiling water in it, kept hot by the fir e
underneath . Sometimes Father butchered at other farms when he should have been at home .
Mother used to sputter, for he wouldn't take any pay for it .

Father's herd of cows was entirely Jerseys . The old barn in the field behind the blacksmith
shop finally became obsolete, so in 1884, Father began building the present barn . It took him
six years . He quarried the stone from the sidehill and drilled the holes with a beveled ston e
drill by hand . He cut the lumber for the barn on the farm . Some of the longest timbers, goin g
the whole length of the barn, came from the "Rabbit Track", a tract of land on th e
Southeast Hill . The barn had three stories and was 40' x 50 ' . He dug into the back of the
barn for the basement and brought the dirt around to the front to use as a wharfing to get u p
into the hayloft . The second floor or ground floor was the stable, and also hay storage .

The horse barn was built earlier, about 1845 . It had three horse stalls and a hayloft
overhead . The carriages and harnesses were kept in the front, which was open .

The blacksmith shop behind the house was complete with forge and bellows . I cannot say
when it was built but the anvil is about 150 years old . Grandfather and Father forged their
own tools and whatever gadgets they needed .

The spring on the sidehill fed three buildings : the house, and the watering troughs in th e
cowbarn and the horse barn . All the ditches were dug by hand .

The corn crib was a high slatted building, ventilated so that the air could dry the corn afte r
it had been husked by hand .

By the back door of the house was a small brick building called the smoke house . Here we
smoked the hams after butchering . From the ashes we made soap. Down by the blacksmit h
shop were two barrels with holes in the bottom. The barrels were set on two flat stones with
grooves in them. Wood ashes were put in the barrels and soaked with water . The resulting lye
leaked out of the bottom onto the flat stones . From the lye we made soft soap .

In back of the blacksmith shop was the privy . It was a long cold walk down there in th e
wintertime . Later they built a new one on the back side of the house, that one could ente r
from the back porch .

Father sugared every year but boiled most of the syrup into maple sugar for the table an d
for cooking . A gallon of syrup made about eight pounds of sugar .

Salt pork was made in big crocks and kept in the cellar . The crocks were also used for
pickles . Mother saved eggs by putting them in a solution called "water glass " , a substance
that congealed around the eggs and preserved them for some time .

Mother always had hens . They roamed the farm . In later years she would not depend on
the hen hatching the eggs but put an incubator in the house where she could keep them turn -
ed and at an even temperature . The hens and the garden were her responsibility . Every Sun-
day morning someone had to chop off the heads of a couple of hens, pluck them, clea n
them, and get them ready for chicken pie for dinner .

I went to Brookfield Pond Village for the first two years of high school . I was valedic -
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torian in a class of four—three girls and myself . I was known as the "class hymn" . I took
two years of Latin here, although I many times wondered if all the struggle was worth it ,
when I could whiz through all the mathematics they hurled at me . I went to Randolph for the
next two years of high school . My class was the first to enter the new school on Main Street .
My sister Bess was already going to Randolph, and although Father took her by team, I
would walk . I went up over the pasture, over the hill, a distance of about ten miles, and get
to Randolph before them .

I graduated from Randolph in 1914, with honors . I worked on the home farm and fo r
Eaton Snow . After graduation I started testing cows and in October, 1918, my brothe r
James and I enlisted in the army. One had to qualify for college in order to enlist . We were
entered as students at the University of Vermont, but were members of the army .

This brings to mind some of the sessions we boys would have in the evenings in the bar-
racks. I usually was asked to entertain . One of my shorter contributions is this ditty :

On mules you find two legs behind
And two you find before ,

You stand behind before you fin d
What the two behind are for .

Our stay in Burlington was short, as the Armistice was announced on November 11, 191 8
with whistles, bells and much clamor . They kept us there another month to decide what to do
with us. After coming home I was dairy herd improvement supervisor, and carried on the
home farm so that James could go to V .S.A. Somewhere in between I helped make 75,00 0
bricks for the new creamery at North Randolph . For this I got $3 .00 a day, and I rode to
work on my bicycle .

One of my milk testing farms was the farm of Ralph Wilcox in East Brookfield, where I
met Grace Trask . I became very interested, and decided that she was the one for me ,
although I had known her all my life .

We were married in 1923 at her house on East Hill . Robert and Ella Trask were married
the same day, elsewhere, but came to the house to go on our trip with us . We went in
Robert ' s Model T Ford, and stayed in Burlington that night at the Hotel Vermont . The next
day we crossed the ferry to Fort Ticonderoga . In New York State we visited Roy and Ethe l
Fletcher . Still chugging along in the Model T we visited Saranac Lake, Ausable Chasm, Lak e
George and the Mohawk Trail . We landed back on the East Hill four or five days later .

We lived with Father and Mother while I carried on the farm, which made the fourth
generation to carry on Valley View . After a few years, we decided to have separate living
quarters, so Father and Mother moved into the front part of the house and a sink was put in-
to the dining room. A kitchen range was set up where the Glenwood heater was . The back
bedroom, pantry, and back room were made into a living- and bedroom for our growing
family .

When I had been milk testing a few years before in Pomfret, I bought some registere d
Jersey heifers, which became the nucleus of my registered Jersey herd . I was director of th e
Farm Bureau for seventeen years, and president for two .

Meanwhile, our family was growing : W. Wayne, 1924; Bertha, 1925 ; Rebecca, 1927 ; and
John, 1932. They all attended grade school next door, and on to Spaulding High School i n
Barre, and then to college. Father Wheatley died in 1934 and Mother in 1939 . In 1942 I was
appointed Town Treasurer, a post I held for 31 years .

I represented the Town in the State Legislature in 1957 and 1959. As Brookfield Represen -
tative I sponsored an exhibit of town history in the Vermont Historical Society Museum . In
1961 I served as Orange County Senator, as well as in the special session . When I was re-
elected for the second term to the Senate, I made headlines as the first candidate to break th e
"mountain rule" . As Orange County was divided by a range of mountains it had been th e
rule for the candidates to fill the Senate seat first from one side of the mountain and the n
from the other . My being elected for the second time broke this rule .

Following is a list of Wheatleys in the Vermont Legislature :
John Wheatley, 1777-78
Nathaniel Wheatley, 1801-09
John Wheatley, 1825-26
Nathaniel Wheatley, 183 1
John Wheatley, 1832
Walter Wheatley, 1957-67

Wheatley Powder Horn
This curiously wrought powder horn was presented to Captain John Wheatley by an In-

dian chief . It is seventeen inches long, and ten inches in circumference at its longest point .
Engraved around the lower end are the words "Cap't John Wheatley, Crown Point Octobe r
ye 3rd, 1759 " in well-formed letters, surrounded by an ornamental border .
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WILCOX
by Mary Wilcox Ladd, Geneva Wilcox and Catherine Wilcox Withingto n

The first Wilcox to live in Brookfield was Erastus Wilcox . His ancestors came from
England and settled in southern Connecticut, sometime in the 1700's . Erastus was born in
Connecticut in 1804, the fourth of six children born to Elon and Sarah Stevens Wilcox .
When a young man, he came to Hanover, N .H. where he married Electa Brown, grand-
daughter of Dr. Joel Brown, a noted physician of Hanover .

In 1833 they were living on a farm below Brookfield Village on the road to East
Brookfield . There their two oldest sons were born, Stephen Parker and Charles Wilbur .
Later they owned a farm in the northern part of the town on the Twin Ponds Road, ever
since known as the Wilcox farm. The house burned in October of 1984 . Beside the two son s
mentioned, a daughter, Mary and a son, Henry Alba, were born to them . A daughter, Sarah ,
and a son, Henry Irving, died soon after birth. In the last few years of his life Erastus and his
wife lived in a house at the upper end of Brookfield Village . He died November 17, 1872 of
typhoid fever . His wife Electa died at the home of her son Charles in Milford, MA on Apri l
7, 1889 .

Stephen Parker Wilcox (1833-1901) spent some years teaching in Wisconsin and Connec-
ticut . When his younger brother Charles left home, he returned to the farm. On March 30 ,
1864, he married Mary Helen Washburn of Randolph Center, also a teacher, and their mar -
ried life of nearly 40 years was spent on the Wilcox farm . He was town superintendent of
schools for a time, and was Deacon of the Second Congregational Church .

Two daughters were born to Stephen and Mary, Mary Anna and Adaline Washburn .
Mary married Fred Day Ladd of Sharon, VT . Their children are Freda Helen, who married
Donald W. Smith, and Mary Evelyn, wife of Luther Adams Belden of Hatfield, MA . The
Smiths have three children; Donald Ladd, Carolyn Elizabeth (Sprague) and Chandler Ladd .
The Beldens have two children, Mary Louise and Frederick Ladd .

Stephen's second daughter, Adaline, married Walter S . Howard of Brookfield, where they
made their home. She died in 1900, leaving a young son Lawrence W . He served in WWI, go-
ing to France in 1918 . He married Priscilla Page of Barre, and has one daughter Carlene .

Charles Wilbur Wilcox, (1836-1914) second son of Erastus, was a Captain during the Civi l
War . He was captured and kept a diary of his experiences . After the War he owned a jewelry
store in Milford, MA . In 1867, he married Anna Marie Clark, daughter of Urial Abbott an d
Betsey Sampson Clark. Anna was born in Brookfield in , 1841 at the family home on West
St ., now owned by Verna Brown . She was a great worker in the East Brookfield Congrega-
tional Church and President of the Women's Relief Corps, but died after a three-year battle
with consumption .

Charles and Anna had one son, Clark Henry Wilcox (1877-1954) . He married Mannette
Walcott Pope and had two daughters, Catherine Ann Wilcox and Sarah Clark Roberts, and
a son, Arthur Ritner Roberts . Catherine Wilcox Withington and Sarah Wilcox Roberts are
now co-owners of the former Anna Clark Jones home on West St . in Brookfield . Catherin e
married Rev. Robert Withington in 1947 and lives in Friendship, Maine, although they enjo y
their summers in Brookfield .

Mary Elizabeth (1839-1892), Erastus Wilcox's only daughter to grow to maturity, marrie d
Marcus Peck of Brookfield . (See Peck family for more information .) A grandson, Dr . Mer-
ton Griswold, maintains his interest in Brookfield .

Henry Alba Wilcox (1849-1877), Erastus Wilcox's youngest son, studied to be a doctor ,

nut it was tragically cut snore by
consumption in 1877 . His wife survived him by only a few years . They left one son, Frank
Henry, (1876-1948) who was brought up by his Wheatley grandparents . He married Lizzi e
Lamson (1880-1961) of Brookfield, and they bought a farm north of the Willow Grove farm
of William Wheatley . They called it "Meadow View Farm" and later bought a home on th e
corner of Rt . 14 and the Old Brookfield Pond Village Road .

Frank and Lizzie had two children, Clarence Henry (born in 1902) and Geneva Edit h
(born in 1912) . Clarence married Edna Beatrice Garlick, and they lived at White Gate Farm ,
East Lyme, CT. Children born to them are Priscilla Jane, Audrey Jean, and Rober t
Franklin. Geneva Wilcox, now living in Florida, visits Brookfield each summer .



WHIT E
by Mrs . Francis Blanchar d

Emile (E-mil) White moved to Brookfield, VT from Mooers Forks, NY. On March 31 ,
1904, he purchased the farm then known as the Morse Farm, from George Richards . Thi s
was a 345 acre farm with a large barn and several other buildings . He used to pasture his cat-
tle on what is now Allis State Park . The place is now owned by David Threlkeld .

Mr. White was a farmer and carpenter by trade . He served the town as Selectman from
1908-1912 . He was Road Commissioner in 1915 when a new floating bridge was built acros s
the pond. His father, Amada (am-a-dy) White, came to Brookfield March 21, 1906 and pur-
chased a small farm, joining his son's on the Bear Hill Road, from Merton Chase . Togethe r
they farmed several years . When Emile's wife Media died suddenly in 1915, he left the farm
in the care of his son, Leon White, and moved to Winchendon, MA where he built severa l
houses . He later returned to Vermont where he died in 1957 at the age of 98 .

Emile White and his wife Media had five children ; Ethan, Stella, Leon, Elnora, an d
Elmina (who married Elsworth Chase of Brookfield) . Stella (1885-1916) married Wilbur
Norman in 1905 and had five children ; Elma, Wayne, Axie, Leland and Alfa ; all but one
were born in the house now owned by Larry Irish . When Alfa was only six months old, their
mother Stella, died of peritonitis, leaving all five children age ten or under . As was the
custom when a father spent his days in the field, the children were sent to live with differen t
relatives with the exception of Axie who remained with her father .

In 1932, Axie married Francis Blanchard of Brookfield and they farmed the Blanchar d
farm of four generations (originally the Bolton place) for over thirty years before buying th e
Snowsville General Store which they operated for about seven years.

WILSON
genealogy of Anna Clark Jones

James Wilson, born in Holden, MA, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and the Wa r
of 1812 . In 1795, he married Ama (Amy) Wheeler, also of Holden . Of their six children ,
James and Walter are known to have lived in Brookfield, VT . The Wilson children seem t o
have gotten along with the children of Josiah Smith, also of Holden . James Wilson, Jr .
married Mr . Smith's daughter Mary . Upon her death, James married Mary 's sister Sophia .
James Wilson's brother Francis married Mary's sister Miriam . James brother Walter had a
daughter Betsey who married Josiah Smith !

Also of interest in the Wilson family history is the story of James Jr .'s older sister Ama
who was staying with her brothers in Brookfield when her son Walter Johnson came t o
Brookfield with his team to get his mother . He did not tell her until they reached home tha t
her two other sons, Frank and Hiram, had both been killed in the Civil War . "They were
fine young men."

James Wilson, son of James and Ama (Amy) Wheeler Wilson, was born in Holden, MA ,
in 1798. He was carried to Canada on horseback when he was just 2½ years old . The family
later moved to Vermont and probably lived in Barre . James and his bride Mary Smith ,
daughter of Lieut . Josiah Smith, lived in Brookfield, first on the Barcomb farm on Bear
Hill . Three children were born there . James remarried after Mary's death in 1834 and move d
to the Batchelder place (later occupied by Mr . Combs). He died in Brookfield at the age o f
72 .

Children born to James and Mary were ; Mary (who married Orren Morse), Sophia (who
married George Banister), and Roana (who married Adolphus Tylor of Milford, MA) .

James Wilson married for his second wife, Sophia Smith (1804-1884), sister of his firs t
wife Mary . She was also daughter of Josiah Smith . They had two daughters, Louisa Jeanette
(1842-1922) and Lovisa Annette (who married Halsey Philbrick and moved to Connecticut) .

In 1868, Louisa married Urial Abbot Clark Jr ., son of Urial Abbot Clark. They lived in
Brookfield on the Isaac Smith farm. They had one child, Anna May who was born April 21 ,
1874, in Brookfield . Anna was a graduate of the University of Vermont and of Columbi a
University. She taught in New York City for twenty-five years and married Prof . Lewis
Ralph Jones of the University of Wisconsin, July 27, 1929 . Some of Anna Clark Jones '
belongings can be seen at Brookfield's Marvin Newton House Museum where a room was
named in her honor .

Walter Wilson, younger brother to James Wilson Jr ., also lived in Brookfield. He married
Amanda Nichols . Their children were : Amanda, who married Harrison Whittemore o f
Franklin, MA; Betsey, who married Josiah Smith ; Harvey, who married Mary Wilson; and
James, who married Mary Hopkins of Lancaster, N .H .
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