
Family group in front of their home in East Brookfield, now owned by Richard Bott . Standing:
Albert, Azro, and Presson Reed. Albert, "Bert" was selectman for many years and "fret" was road
commissioner. Seated are Emma Reed Ford, Mrs. Emily Reed, their mother, and Ina Reed
(Presson 's wife) . The father, William Fletcher Reed (1829-1893) was a lifelong resident of
Brookfield. His father, Andrus, owned a tannery in Brookfield, which was wiped out in a flood .

(Courtesy Ralph Perkins)

SMITH
E .P. Wild mentions Capt . Josiah Smith and four of his sons, Josiah, Solomon, Sylvanu s

and Paul, as settlers of Brookfield . He also mentioned Abraham Smith as a pioneer in settle -
ment around Ayers' Brook and living there for more than forty years . A map of Lots copied
in 1818 by John Smith, who died October 14, 1863 in Brookfield at age 82, shows Olive r
Smith as proprietor of Lot 1 in Range 3, Lot 8 in Range 8 and Lot 4 in Range 14 . An Olive r
Smith (1766-1845) was said to be brother of Joseph, who was father of Sophia Smith . The
same map shows John Smith as proprietor of Lots 10 & 11 in Range 3 and Lot 8 in Range 14 .

Capt . Josiah Smith (1730-1800), son of John4, (1684-1761) came from So . Hadley, MA in
1785 and settled on West St . where Wallace Colt lived in later years, north of the big house
and where Gerard and Melanie LaRocque live in 1987 . He and his wife, Catherine Judd
(1728-1798), 10th child of Thomas and Hannah (Bascom) Judd, had other children beside s
Josiah, Solomon, Sylvanus and Paul, some of whom settled in other Vermont towns .

Josiah Smith Jr . (1756-1823), a Lieutenant in the Revolution, came in 1788 from So .
Hadley, MA. and first lived near "Mr . O. Perrin's present residence", where Ralph Lamson
lives at south end of Ridge Road in 1987 . He and his wife, Persis Smith of So . Hadley, wh o
died March 14, 1840 at age 79, had twelve children : Josiah, Alanson, Horatio (Oratio) ,
Elias, Abigail, Sylvester, Persis, Loren, Miriam, Mary (Polly), Sophia, and Catherine Judd .

Solomon Smith (1764-1846) came in 1790 and settled on the J .B . Lyman place on West
St., the big house at the west end of the cross road where Henry Colt, Wallace Colt, the n
Dan Chase later lived and which in 1987 is for sale by Don Burow . Solomon first married



Avis Stickney in 1790. She died January 4, 1791 and on February 13, 1793 he married Eunic e
Griswold of Randolph and they had eight children : Solomon, Lavinia, Orange, Leonard ,
Joseph, Ziba, Lois and Chauncey .

Sylvanus Smith (1766-1844) married Hannah Pomeroy in 1790 and immediately removed
to Brookfield and settled on West St . on the place later owned by Horatio Smith and wher e
Bob Churchill lives in 1987 . Sylvanus lived there until his death and Hannah was "still living
at age ninety-five and was the oldest resident in town at that time" . Their children were : 1 .
Ozias, or Orvis b . Jan. 9, 1791 .; 2 . Rachel b . Jan . 27, 1793 ; 3 . Sylvanus b . Feb . 17, 1795, d .
Dec . 11, 1813; 4 . Asenath b. June 6, 1797 ; 5 . Almira b . June 3, 1799; 6 . Polly b. Apr . 9 ,
1801, d . Mar . 24, 1802 ; 7 . Simean Pomeroy b . Oct . 12, 1803 ; 8 . John Larnard (Leonard) b .
May 7, 1806; and 9 . Mary Montague b . Apr . 11, 1811 .

Paul Smith lived for a while near Colt's Pond west of Mill Village . It was said that he live d
in Royalton, but we find no mention of him in the Royalton History . One son, John Ander-
son, lived in Brookfield and had children : Luther, Josiah, Enos and Annette . Enos died
young. Josiah married Betsey Wilson, daughter of Walter Wilson and their children were :
Walter, Frank, Anna Vera, Clara and Emma, born 1872 .

Dea. Solomon Smith, son of Solomon and Eunice, lived in Randolph, VT and had a so n
Warren who married Jennie Flint of West Brookfield and a daughter Marcia, who married a
Claflin and went to Gilmanton, WI where a library, patterned after the Brookfield Library
was organized .

Joseph Smith, son of Solomon and Eunice, married a Bates and had no children .
Ziba Smith, a son of Solomon and Eunice, married Mrs . Huse and lived in Waterbury ,

VT . Their children : Eunice, Martha and Mary, who married Capt . Bushnell of Waitsfiel d
and had a daughter Alice .

Orange Smith, son of Solomon and Eunice, was a physician, lived in Waitsfield, VT and
had a son Charles of Barre, VT and Charles had a daughter Eunice of Barre, VT .

Chauncey Smith, son of Solomon and Eunice, lived in Eden, VT .
Lavinia Smith, daughter of Solomon and Eunice, married Luther Ainsworth o f

Waitsfield, VT and had a son Ebenezer . Ebenezer Ainsworth had daughters Henrietta and
Evelyn. Evelyn married Dr. Hibbard of Randolph and went to Gilmanton, WI to live .

Leonard Smith, son of Solomon and Eunice, had a son Solomon who was father of Emer y
Smith of Brookfield Center and East Braintree . Leonard also had a daughter .

Lois Smith, daughter of Solomon and Eunice, married Marvin Newton of Brookfiel d
Center and their daughter Nancy married Royal Abbott . John Raymore was their adopted
son. (see Abbott) .

Luther Smith, son of John Anderson Smith and grandson of Paul Smith, married
Caroline Orcutt of Roxbury, VT and they had Frank, Edward, Ina and Ida . Luther was kill-
ed in the Civil War .

Josiah Smith (1776-1842), son of Josiah and Persis, was born in So . Hadley, lived in
Bristol, VT and died in Northfield, VT . His children were: Lyman, Emery, Henry, Jerush a
and Lavinia. Lavinia married James Whitney .

Alanson Smith (1782-1867), son of Josiah and Persis, was born in So . Hadley and died in
Northfield, VT . He married Charlotte Reed . They had: Albert Orlon, Loisa, Alanson Jr . ,
Nelson and Charlotte .

Horatio Smith, son of Josiah and Persis, was born in Brookfield, VT and died there at ag e
81 . He married Sally Herrick and their sons were David and Allen . Allen married Izett e
Hackett and their children were Sarah b . 1864 (Mrs.Rich), Aura b . 1866 (Mrs . Verge), Jen-
nie b . 1868, and Ada b . 1870 (Mrs . Bruce) . Horatiolived on West St ., where his uncle
Sylvanus Smith had lived .

Elias Smith (1789-1854), son of Josiah and Persis, was born in Brookfield and married Lu -
cien (Lucyna) Hatch of Randolph. Their daughter Cynthia married William Mann of Ran-
dolph .dolph .

Abigail Smith (1790-1845), daughter of Josiah and Persis, was born in Brookfield an d
married Charles Whitney . Their children were : Charles, James, Persis, and Carolin e
(Moulton) .

Sylvester Smith (1791-1864), son of Josiah and Persis, was born in Brookfield, not mar-
ried .

Persis Smith (1794-1873), daughter of Josiah and Persis, born in Brookfield, married Har-
din Abbott of Pittsfield . Their children were : Sylvester, whose children were Dr . Edward
Abbott and Solon Abbott ; Josiah, who lived in Northfield, VT and had a son George, an
engineer who died in Puerto Rico ; and Elvira .

Loren Smith (1797-1881), son of Josiah and Persis, born in Brookfield, died in Lebanon ,
NH, married Cynthia Hamblin . Their children were : Albert, Henry, Loren and Mary .

Miriam Smith (1800-1831), daughter of Josiah and Persis, born in Brookfield, marrie d
Francis Wilson . Their children were Persis and Josiah . Persis married Philo Sessions .
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Mary (Polly) Smith (1802-1834), daughter of Josiah and Persis, married James Wilson .
Their children were : 1 . Mary, who married Orren Morse and had daughter Mary, who mar-
ried Charles Pease of Hartford, VT, and son Orren, who was a scientist and head of th e
Visual Education Department in Buffalo and had a son, Charles ; 2. Sophia, who married
George Banister and lived in Hartford, VT and had a daughter, Tina; and 3 . Roana, wh o
married Adolphus Tyler of Milford, MA had a son Adolphus and adopted a daughter Helen .

Sophia Smith (1804-1884), daughter of Josiah and Persis, married James Wilson (whose
first wife was Sophia's sister Mary) and had . Louisa Jeanette and Lovisa Annette . Louisa
married Urial Abbott Clark and had a daughter, Anna Clark (Jones) who married her col-
lege professor, Dr . L.R. Jones, and who was founder of the Brookfield Historical Society .
Lovisa married Halsey Philbrick of Springfield, MA, lived in Hartford, CT, where Mr .
Philbrick was a builder and contractor and they had a daughter Edith who married Fran k
Kenyon of Bloomfield, CT, no children . The Philbricks also had two sons : Harry; and
Halsey Raymond who married Vera Annette Booth of Worcester, MA and had daughter s
Constance (Mrs . Geo . Karal) and Linn (Mrs . Scott), who now live in Brookfield .

Catherine (Katherine) Judd (1806-1891) married Storrs Hall who lived on the Noah Pain e
place in Brookfield Center and had Marion, George and Andrew . (See Hall)

SNOW
by Sybil Snow Illsley (1986)

The Snow family came to Putney, VT in the late 1700's, went from there to Williamstown ,
Berlin, and then to Brookfield . Daniel C . Snow married Sally Townsend of Williamstown ,
VT, and they arrived in Brookfield about 1850, coming to the farm in Kibbee Neighborhoo d
still owned by their descendants . The house had been previously owned by a Judge Griswold ,
who had added four rooms to the east end of the house, with large hallways upstairs an d
down.

Daniel and Sally had six daughters and one son : Happylona, 1818-1862 ; Willard ,
1820-1884 ; Harriette, 1823-1903; Caroline, 1825-1871 ; Emily, 1829-1902 ; Calista ,
1831-1834 ; Lucy, 1837-1902 . Daniel was a well-to-do farmer and fond of horses ; they used to
say he was famous for his lovely horses and beautiful daughters .

Lucy lived in East Randolph, where her husband, Horace Kent, was a harness maker .
Emily, for a time, lived in the wild west . When she heard the news that her husband, Joh n
Stewart, was killed in the war, she started to walk back home to her folks, with her children .
Though her father went to meet her when he learned of this, her journey was extremel y
hazardous, and Emily's mind was never the same afterwards .

Willard married Betsy Townsend in 1843 and had a son, Loren Eugene, born in 1848 .
They lived in the farmhouse with his father, Daniel . When Loren married Love Ann Emery
in 1871, they lived on the M . Gaylord farm, which joined the Snow property to the nort h
(now owned by Sheldon Gray) . Eaton Warner Snow, Sr . was born there . After his father
died, Loren moved over to the Daniel and Willard Snow farm, but kept his own farm (th e
Gaylord place) . The buildings on this latter place were on the road which now leads to Dr .
Will Barry's new home . After Loren and Love Ann moved, apparently the buildings wer e
not kept in repair, and have been gone for many years .

Loren's son, Eaton, married Bertha Shonion from Milton, VT in 1901 . They both
graduated from the old Normal School at Randolph Center (now Vermont Technica l
College) . Eaton and Bertha lived with Loren and Love Ann until 1911, when Loren and Love
Ann moved to Randolph, and remained there until their deaths .

Eaton and Bertha had a son, Eaton Warner, Jr . (called Warner), and a daughter Sybil .
Eaton carried on the dairy farm, and Bertha had hens . She had two incubators and raised

her own chickens . I think each incubator held 150 eggs and was heated by kerosene lamps .
Eaton built two brooder houses and Bertha cared for the chicks, heating the brooder house s
with coal-burning stoves . The chicks were hatched early enough in the season so they neede d
heat until they were feathered out .

About half the chickens were roosters . A neighbor's son, Ernest Sargent, who had a
clothing store in Concord, NH, found a market for Mother's roosters . Dad built two larg e
wooden boxes, in which the dressed roosters were packed, about Thanksgiving an d
Christmastime . They were taken seven miles to Randolph by horses and sled, and shipped by
express train to Concord, NH, the weather being cold enough at that time so no refrigeration
was needed. The boxes were sent back to be used again. Women didn't work away from
home then, but they sure knew what hard work was !

Mother canned many quarts of food for the winter . My parents raised pigs, butchered
them on the farm, tried out the fat for lard, and smoked their own hams and bacon, using a
wood stave barrel .
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Threshing grain and "pressing" the straw. The hay press was stationary, powered by a pair of
horses. On the far left is Eaton Snow Sr. ; feeding the threshing machine is Lewis White ; Curtis Kib-
bee beside the thresher; Carlton Kibbee in front of straw stack; Orin Bradish and team, left; Frank
Archer at hay press feed; Joe Beaudro baling; Loren Snow, right of horses which power the thresher;
Curtis Kibbee's team at right.

(Courtesy Sybil S . Risley)

Sixty-five to seventy years ago most of the families had a telephone . No private phone s
then—there were about ten on a line . "Central " would give a long ring at noon each day ,
and after a pause she would give the weather report—short and to the point—"Fair toda y
and tomorrow; not much change in temperature ." Anyone who needed assistance because o f
a fire or other emergency would call for help by a 1-o-o-n-g ring on the phone .

I remember my father telling about going to Chelsea with a pair of horses and sled, to get
hardwood ashes, which were used for fertilizer .

There were metal hooks in the ceiling of the farm kitchen, over the range and nearby area .
Trays were suspended from the hooks, and apples and other things were dried o n
them—gloves and mittens at times, as well .

The barn on the Snow farm was built in the late 1800's by a neighbor to the west, Alber t
Sargent .

In 1924 my father, Eaton, Sr . purchased a Lane sawmill from the Lane Company in Mont -
pelier, which he placed near the brook, mile north of the farmhouse . His grandson, Leon ,
still uses it . They have always used a tractor for power ; the first one was a Fordson .

My father was one of the farmers who helped start the Gulf Road Creamery in North Ran-
dolph . The farmers separated their milk at the farm and sent the cream to the creamery ,
where it was made into butter . The Gulf Road butter was very popular in the area. The skim
milk was used on the farm to feed calves and pigs . It was stored in drums, and with n o
refrigeration of course it soured in warm weather . Mother mixed the sour milk with corn
meal to the consisterncy of muffin batter and fed it to her chickens . It was a delight to me to
help with this chore and watch them come running .

Dad was also instrumental in starting the DHI (Dairy Herd Improvement) Association .
The original name of "Floating Bridge Cow Testing Association" evidently stayed with it ,
except later it was the "Floating Bridge DHI Association" .

My brother, Eaton Warner, Jr ., married Martha (Palmer) and had three boys : Eaton II I
has driven the milk truck for the local creamery for a number of years . He and his family
live on the family farm . He married Mary J . May, and has one son, Nathan Elliot, and tw o
daughters, Heidi and Belinda . The twin boys born later to Warner and his wife were Leon
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and Loren. Leon has a home which he built at the north end of the farm, above the sawmill .
Loren formerly lived on the north portion of the Gaylord property, but now lives in Maine .
Loren's daughter, Amy lives in Brookfield . Leon and Barbara have three daughters : Penny ,
Eileen and Kimberley .

Sybil Snow married Wallace Illsley in 1942, and they farmed on the "Loomis" place i n
East Braintree for 41 years . Their children have all continued in the farming tradition : Evan ,
who is in New York State ; Norman, who carries on his parents ' former place ; and Alma ,
wife of Dale Briggs of Addison, VT.

SPRAGUE
by Doris S . Hil l

Many Spragues living in Brookfield in the past and present are descendants of Ralp h
Sprague, whose father was Sir Edward Spragge of Upway, England . Ralph and his tw o
brothers came to Salem, MA in 1628 and Ralph later settled in Malden, MA. Later his great-
great-grandson, Jonathan, settled in Hanover, NH, where he laid out and built one of th e
College buildings by square rule, which is claimed to be the first building in this vicinity to b e
built by this method .

In 1792 Jonathan purchased 100 acres of land in the southeast part of lot 85 in Randolph ,
one-half mile below North Randolph Village, then known as Farewell Village . His son ,
John, was 14 years old when his father moved into Randolph on the middle branch of th e
White River . There were very few inhabitants in the town then and grain was very scarce ,
and none could be bought nearer than Governor Chittenden's in Williston, fifty miles away ,
with no roads some of the distance and no guide to go by except marked trees . His father
sent him, boy that he was, to buy grain for the family . He was to pay for the grain with a co w
which he drove or led. The cow was very old, as apparent by the many wrinkles on her horns .
John had two ounces of indigo and a pewter plate for spending money . The story goes that
the Governor thought the cow was pretty old and couldn ' t allow very much, to which John
replied that she had three wrinkles when she was born, and was not as old as she looked .

John purchased a lot of land on the East Hill (Randolph), two miles from the Village o f
East Randolph, the farm now owned by Clarence Waldo . John had a son Asa, who married
Mary Keith and the couple lived with As a's father for two years and then moved onto a far m
in East Brookfield, one mile north of North Randolph (Farewell Village) . This place is now
owned by Marjorie Carpenter and Richard Kibby .

Asa and Mary had four daughters and one son . The daughters were Maryette, Sarah Ann ,
Susan Francis and Luna Peck . The son was John Keith, born November 21, 1841 . He mar-
ried Elizabeth Allen, sister of Nellie Clark . They owned and operated the Sprague farm o n
State Route 14, one-half mile north of the present Access Route 65 . They had two sons ,
William and George Keith .

George was born in 1872, and took over the farm upon the death of his father . He married
Julia Winnifred Parmenter, daughter of James and Hulda Parmenter . George and Winni e
were devoted members of the East Brookfield Congregational Church and very active in th e
life of the Church, Grange and Community . George was instrumental in organizing the firs t
4-H Club in the area. He received the approval of the Grange to sponsor the 4-H Club and to
allow the club to hold meetings in the Grange Hall . Eva Wilcox was the first local leader of
the club, which was named "Enterprise 4-H Club'', and is still a very active club . George was
Superintendent of Schools for several years, Overseer of the Poor and held many other of-
fices in the town . He was director and treasurer of the Gulf Road Creamery and very influen -
tial in getting electricity brought up through the valley .

In 1939 they sold the farm to John A. and Beatrice Sprague, and then spent winters in
DeLand, FL . George and Winnie were parents of James, Doris, George and John .

James married Hazel Carpenter ; they were active in the town and church until they move d
to Barre, VT .

George married Mae Howe, moved to Randolph and operated the Sprague Dairy, whic h
his three sons, Allen, David and Michael now own .

Doris Anna married Arthur Hill of Lyndonville, VT . They were both graduates of th e
University of Vermont in 1927 . They settled in East Brookfield where they are members o f
the East Brookfield Congregational Church, and Crescent Chapter Order of the Easter n
Star, and have held several offices and been active members in each . Arthur was Town
Selectman for three years, and represented Brookfield in the State Legislature for three ses-
sions. He served as Town Moderator for 28 years, and also served on the Town Planning
Commission for several years . He is Past Master of Mystic Star Lodge No . 97 and was
Treasurer for 18 years . He is a member of the Barre, VT Rotary Club . He was co-founder of
Hill Martin Corp . of Barre, and was President of the Corporation until his son, Arthur Hill,



The Sprague homestead; East Brookfield, c. 1860 's .

George K. Sprague and Winnifred (Parmenter) with son James .

(Courtesy Doris Hill)
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Jr . purchased his father 's share of the business . Doris was a 4-H leader for over thirty years .
Doris and Arthur Hill are parents of Arthur, Jr ., who married Patricia Greenup; Winnifred ,
who married Peter Manning ; and Janet, who married Douglas Lawson .

John Allen Sprague was born in 1912 and married Beatrice Powers . They purchased the
Sprague farm from George Keith and J . Winnifred Sprague . They were members of the East
Brookfield Congregational Church, and held many offices . John was Past Master of Mystic
Star Lodge of Masons . He served as Selectman for nine years and as School Director for
eight years . After retiring from farming, he was a salesman for Perry Auto Company of
Barre for many years . John died in 1982 . He and Beatrice had three sons, Gordon, Willia m
and John Keith, and a daughter, Joyce . Joyce Sprague married Stephen Hill of Brookfield .
They make their home in Brookfield ; Joyce has been a 4-H leader for several years .

John Keith Sprague is in the 11th generation of the Ralph Sprague family . He married
Linda Beaudin of Orange, VT, and they purchased the Sprague farm from his parents i n
1968. John served as Selectman for several years and has always been active and helpful
about town business . He has served as Town Forester and Fire Chief . He is presently Soil
Conservation Supervisor for the White River District . He is Past Master of Mystic Star
Lodge of Masons . John and Linda are Past Matron and Patron of Crescent Chapter Order
of the Eastern Star . John is a member of the East Brookfield Congregational Church an d
has held several offices in the Church . Linda is also very helpful in the Church and com-
munity . They have three children : Kari, John Keith and Abigail . John Keith (12th genera-
tion) is the fourth John to live on the Sprague Farm .

SPRAGUE/PERRY
by Ruth Goodale

Edwin A. Sprague, born in Brookfield in 1836, married in 1861 Maria Whitney of Tun-
bridge (b . 1838). They resided in Brookfield, and had a son, Ulysses G . Sprague, born in
1865. Ulysses married Florence Graves Holden, who was born in 1870 . Florence had been
adopted by the Graves family in Brookfield after her mother died in childbirth .

Ulysses and Florence had three children : Hazel May, born in 1891 ; Edwin W., born in
1892; and Ernest Alonzo, born in 1895 .

Hazel married Oscar Lamson of Brookfield in 1913 . (see Lamson sketch) . Edwin married
Margaret Blakebrough in 1913 . Ernest, the youngest, married Marion E . Perry of Plainfield .
They lived in Brookfield, where Ernest had a garage . Their children were : Perry, Eula, Joyc e
and Ruth .

Marion Sprague 's brother, Ray Perry, came to Brookfield to work for Jessie Fisk and
Marion Butters as a maintenance man for Green Trails . He was an electrician and itinerant
photographer as well as an amateur poet . He lived in East Brookfield for several years after
completing his work at Green Trails .

The Edwin Sprague home on East Hill—date unknown . Marion G., Edna in rocking horse, and
Mary Sprague, on porch . Edwin in carriage .

(Courtesy Frank Holden)



STODDARD
by Ruth Trask Stoddard, 1974

Solomon Stoddard, Sr . was one of the pioneer settlers of Washington, VT, coming fro m
Connecticut by horseback in 1798 . He was born near Norwich, CT in 1769, and died on Eas t
Hill in Brookfield in 1831 . After buying land and building a house in Washington, VT ,
Solomon went back to Connecticut and married Marcy Buklin, who was born in Rohobeth ,
MA in 1770 . She died in 1858 on East Hill, and both are buried there . The Stoddard family
moved to the Hovey Neighborhood in the winter 1813 . The family of four daughters ,
Mahala, Roxana, Sharlana, and Casendana, and two sons, Solomon Jr . and Elijah settled
on a short cross road leading from the Chelsea road to the Trask farm . The buildings were i n
poor condition, but the Stoddards cut lumber and built a new house and barn .

Mahala married Almon Shepard, son of Roswell Shepard, who lived at the north end o f
East Hill . Almon made booted buggies, known as "Shepard buggies " , harnesses, wooden
hand hay rakes, shoes, boots, and his own clothes . Elder Shepard, who also preached fo r
many years, died in Tunbridge at an advanced age, as did his wife who lived to be ninety-
one. This couple had an adopted daughter, May .

Solomon Stoddard, Jr . was born in Washington, VT in 1801 . He died in 1874 and i s
buried on East Hill, as is his first wife, Betty Burnham, and their infant daughter . His second
wife was Betsy, the daughter of Gurdon and Elizabeth Hibbard . Two sons were born to this
couple, Ariel and King, neither of whom lived on East Hill after maturity .

Casendana was born in Washington, VT in 1806 . She never married, and spent part of her
life in the Stoddard home . She died in Chelsea in 1900, but is buried in Brookfield .

Elijah Stoddard was born in Washington, VT in 1807, and came to Brookfield East Hil l
when he was six years old . He died on his eightieth birthday . He married Judith Weeks, the
daughter of Josiah and Mary Badger Weeks, of Tunbridge . They lived in Tunbridge for a
time, where their son, Mark Weeks Stoddard, was born on Dec . 7, 1852. In 1856 they move d
to Brookfield East Hill and lived in a log house on what is now part of the Stoddard farm .
Elijah bought the farm from Mrs. James Harvey Hovey, whose husband had died before
completing the house . Mr. Stoddard finished off the upstairs part of the house . Mrs. Hovey
and her two sons moved away from the Hovey Neighborhood, and were the last with the
Hovey name to live there, except Alta Hovey Trask, who spent her entire life there .

In 1857, a daughter, Nellie Roselyn, was born to the Elijah Stoddards . She lived on East
Hill until a year after her marriage to John Ballou, when they went to live on a farm o n
Chelsea West Hill . After her husband ' s death she went to Chelsea, where she died in 1944 .

Mark Weeks Stoddard married Emilie Smith in 1882 . She was the daughter of Gilman and
Laura Emery Smith . Emilie was born in 1864 in Orange, VT and died on East Hill in 1938 .
She, her husband and five of their fifteen children are buried in the East Hill Cemetery .
These five children were : Herman, Agnes, Lester, Hubert and Alland .

Alland married Ethel Diston and bought the farm formerly owned by Roswell Shepard a t
the north end of the Hovey Neighborhood . They lived there with their three children until
1945 .

Herman married Ruth Trask in 1923, and they lived on the Gurdon Hibbard farm with
their only child, Lawson, until 1946 .

Hubert and Lester never married, living at home until their deaths in 1923 and 1947 ,
respectively .

Milburn Stoddard and his wife Cesarine Alexander Stoddard are still living on the Stod-
dard farm (1974) . Four of their six children have-summer cottages on the farm . East Hill i s
now mostly a neighborhood of summer people, fifteen to twenty cottages having been buil t
there in the past ten years . Many of the old houses have burned or fallen to decay . The Free
Will Baptist Church and three schoolhouses are no longer in existence . A beautifully toned
bell that hung in the church belfry was given to the East Brookfield Congregational Churc h
in 1920 when the church on the hill was taken down having been unused for many years .

* * * * * * * * * *

Before closing I wish to mention another family that meant a great deal to the Stoddar d
and Trask children . Indeed, we in our growing-up years and as long as they lived, felt the y
were almost our relatives . This revered couple was Mr . and Mrs . James Cruden Holmes. I d o
not know when these people were born, married or moved to Brookfield, but it must hav e
been in the early 1880 ' s . They lived on a farm a few rods south of the Mark Stoddards . The
Trasks lived three-quarters of a mile south of the Holmes . There were five Holmes children ,
none of whom settled on East Hill . Fred married, lived and died in East Brookfiel d
"Branch". Gladys married Arthur Lamson of Brookfield and spent her entire life i n
Brookfield . One of her sons, Howard Lamson, still lives on the farm . Fred's son, Lawrence ,
with his wife Edith (Goodrich) lived in East Brookfield for many years . They had thre e
daughters : Shirley, Sylvia and Cynthia .
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Mrs. James Holmes was a neighbor who was always helping out wherever she was needed .
She helped at births, deaths and sicknesses . In their declining years, the Holmes family mov-
ed to East Brookfield village and are buried in the cemetery there .

STONE
by Margaret Stone

In 1895 the John M . Stone family moved from Cabot, Vt ., via Berlin to the Crane place in
Williamstown, where Arthur L . Stone now lives on what is known as Stone Road . As this
was just north of Brookfield, they became active members of the Brookfield Village Churc h
and some of the younger boys attended Brookfield High School and later taught there . Three
of the boys went to school in Randolph Center, sharing one bicycle among them . It is said
that if any of the three rode more than his fair share of the way, he would have the other tw o
to answer to at the end of the trip, which would have been about nine miles each way . The
family pastured cows on Bear Hill .

John Munson8 Stone, a Civil War veteran and a farmer and breeder, of registered cattle ,
was a son of Rev . John Fitch ? Stone (Col . John6, Dea. Mattias s , Samuel4, Hon. Ebenezer3 ,
Dea. Simon2, Dea. Simon s ) who preached for a short time in Brookfield in the early days of
the First Congregational Church. Dea. Simon2 was born in Boxted, England about 1630 and
came that year with his parents to New England . The Stone homestead was at Moun t
Auburn in Watertown, Mass . Mrs. John M. Stone was Harriet Louise Kimball, daughter o f
John Kimball and Happylona Snow Kimball of Berlin . They had six sons, all born in Cabot :
1 . Edward Arthur 9 b. 12-10-1868, d . 1935 farmer and breeder of registered cattle with his
father at "Mapleview" in Williamstown, m . Sarah Ladd b . 8-19-1878, d . 192?. Their
children: Arthur Ladd10, b. 11-19-1902, m . (1) Lenita Stygles, b . 1913, d . 1959; Howard
Everett, b . 8-15-1906, d . 10-15-1985, m. Louise; Harriet Louise b . 7-8-1908, m. Ralph
Haskins ; Hazel Elizabeth, b . 4-29-1911, m . McCue; John Fitch lu, b. 2-7-1913, m. Rena;
Mildred Alice, b . 11-6-1916, m. (1) Morrison, (2) George Hopkins; Happylona Mae, b .
5-6-20, m. Ivan Maxham. (The 1986 Stone Picnic at "Mapleview" farm was attended b y
over one hundred, including five generations .) 2 . John Kimball9 , b . 2-12--1871, d . 1955, m .
in 1911 Susan Howard, b . 1880, d . 1965, a teacher from Randolph Center and sister of Mary
Dewey (Mrs. Frank Dewey) • and Ruth Howard . Their children : Clara Margaret, b .
5-29-1912, m . Scott, dau . Suellen; Marian Louise, b . 12-11-1915, m . (1) Jay Little, son
Roger teaching at Annapolis, (2) Francis Misterangelo, son John .

The John K. Stone family moved to Northfield in 1913, and he was a rural mail carrier fo r
many years . His route included Roxbury, West Brookfield and the Bear Hill Road . He used
a car in summer and horse and sleigh in winter . His daughter, Clara, remembers that th e
Brassards would have something hot for him to drink when he came by their house on Bea r
Hill and her Grandfather Howard would sometimes have a pail of trout he had just caught in
the brook . John K. was later a side judge in the Montpelier Court . He was a veteran of the
Spanish American War in the Phillipines . He stowed away on a ship and served as a nurse i n
the U.S. Army Hosp . Corps 1898-1902 . He was lister and school director, deacon, treasure r
and trustee in church . 3. Lauriston Livingston 9, b . 10-27-1878, d . 1954, m. 1899 to Helen
Williams, b . 2-20-1879, d . 1964, daughter of George Williams . They had no children but in
1915 adopted Hattie Belle Stone and brought up a nephew, Fred Shuit Stone . L .L. had a
farm in Brookfield near the Bert Williams place before-they moved-to Berlin-Corner to ru n
the store there, previously run by his uncle, Charlie Kimball . They later moved to East Mont-
pelier Village . 4 . Charles Carl9 (known as Carl or C .C .), b . 5-22-1880, d . 5-29-1922, m . Ruth '
Anna Hall, b . 8-14-1889, d . 2-2-1975, dau . of Geo. B.J. Hall on June 30, 1909 . They lived in
Redbank, N .J. until 1914, when they bought the farm one mile east of Brookfield Center
from Harry Harper (land owned earlier by Shubal Cross, Bigelows, Heath and later by Ola
and Mary Dwinell, Hester Dwinell and Jim Gerard among others) . Their children: Earl
Hall 10 , b . 12-7-1910 Redbank, N.J., m. Louise Bennett of Burlington, Vt . in 1934, dau .
Ellen Louise b . 9-16-1935, m . Thomas F . O'Connor and had Susan Elizabeth, b . 10-5-1960
and now studying to be a doctor, and Holly Ellen, b . 9-13-1962 . Son, Earl Hall Stone Jr ., b .
1-18-1937, m . Joyce Moody and have three children : Cathy Jane, b . 7-2-1960, m. Scott
Williams; David Brian, b . 5-21-1962, m . Karen; Eric Carl, b . 6-3-1970 .

Margaret Louise 10, b. 5-7-1916, Brookfield, Vt ., single, retired to Hall farm on Wes t
Street in 1979, having worked 43 years for National Life Ins . Co. in Montpelier . Robert
Kimball 10 , b . 9-21-1918, Brookfield, Vt ., m. Anna K. Prommel of Denver, Col ., on June 22 ,
1945. (RKS was Staff Sgt . in Infantry, then Lt . in Air Force, WW 2) Children : Linda Ruth ,
b . 10-8-1946, m . Kirk Hindley of Calif. and had Kathleen Marian, b. 1-22-73, Scott Kimball ,
b . 2-11-76, and Kevin Reed, b . 7-31-1979; Carl Howland ll , b . 8-30-48, m . Lisa and had Ruth
Ann, b . 4-20-1975 and Durwood Kimball, b . 12-11-1977; Katherine Louise, b . 9-1-1951, m .
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Family group, left to right; John Kimball Stone, Edward Arthur Stone, Charles Carl Stone, Har-
riet Kimball Stone, Orrin Earl Stone, John Munson Stone, and Lauriston Livingston Stone . Child in
front is Fred Powers Stone. Early 1890 's .

	

(Courtesy Margaret Stone)

Earl, Margaret and Robert Stone, with cousin Howard in back; 1921, by their home which is no w
owned by Hester Dwinell.

	

(Courtesy Margaret Stone)
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Mark Johnson and had Stephanie Ruth, b . 4-4-1982 and Amy Elizabeth and Ashley Ann
both b . 4-26-1985; Robert Warren ll , b . 12-3-1956, m. Janet ; David Kimball ll , b . 12-3-1956 ,
m. 6-11-1983 to Carol Kennedy, b . 9-1-1954 . (Dave got his MBA at Harvard on 6-10-1983 )
Dorothy Ruth l°, b . 6-15-1922, Brookfield, Vt ., d. 9-29-1923 . (accidential poisoning) 5 . Or-
rin Earl 9 , b. 5-22-1880, d . 11-1-63, m . Daisy Helena Lohr, b . 3-11-1884, d . 1977. He was a
clothing salesman, lived in Stamford, Conn . and had one son: Howard Paul 10 b. 3-8-1916 ,
on 12-28-1940 m . Ruth Esther Brainerd (whose relative, Rev . Brainerd, preached in Ran-
dolph and Brookfield, Vt . when the First Congregational Church was organized) . Children :
Richard Allan, b . 9-28-1942, m . Mary Pat . Cawley and had Johnathan, b . 3-6-1972 and An-
drew Paul, b . 2-14-1980; Kenneth Owen, b . 5-30-1948, m. Sue Geary and had Laura, b .
9-24-1975 and Jason, b . 9-21-1979. 6. Fred Powers 9 , b. 11-21-1885, d . 1945, m . (1) Mildred
Shuit, b . 8-19-1890, d . 10-2-1916, (2) Grace Waite, d . 1971 . Fred P . and Grace lived in Barre ,
Vt ., where he was District Agent for Prudential . Fred Shuiti°, b . 7-15-1913, d . 8-15-1986, m .
Margaret Ford and had Elaine who m. Allan Parker and has sons Amos and Benjamin an d
dau. Dorothy who m . Bressor and has dau . Caitlin . (John Munson 8 Stone and four of hi s
sons and their wives are buried in the Brookfield Center Cemetery . Fred P. is buried in
Stowe, Vt . and O. Earl is buried in Stamford, Conn .)

STRATTON
Ebenezer Stratton (1762-1814) from Northfield, MA married Sarah Smith, the daughter

of Reuben Smith . She died Feb . 20, 1811 at the age of 45 . Ebenezer's second wife was Mrs .
Susan (or Susannah) McKinze . He cleared a farm in Brookfield in 1785 and built a tavern
carried on by his descendants .

Ebenezer 's children by his first marriage were : Patty, born July 6, 1784 ; Sarah, born Feb .
15, 1789, married Luther Wheatley ; Alpha (1790 or 1792-1805 or 1811) ; Caleb Allen, born
Dec. 22, 1797; Harriet (Harriot), (1800 or 1801-1878) married Jesse Wheatley .

Ebenezer 's child by his second marriage was Sophrona, born Oct . 18, 1813 . She married
Cyrus Perkins .

Caleb Allen married Maria Smith Jan . 9, 1826 (Jan . 11, 1827) . She died the followin g
month. On May 7, 1828, (1829) he married Emily Edson of Brookfield . She died Apr. 8 ,
1868 (1869) at the age of 68 years . He married third Mrs . Laura A. Edson. She died July ,
1879. Caleb lived and died in the house built by his father in Brookfield . The house, located
on East Street, has been restored by Helen and Elizabeth Livingston . He was a farmer and a
member of the Congregational Church . He died Jan . 12, 1882.

Caleb's children by his first or second marriage were : Emily, born Nov . 13, 1830. She mar -
ried first Nelson D . Graves. They moved to Walseka, Ill . She married second John Kea o f
Primghar, Ill . She died Jan . 10, 1910 .

Cornelius A ., born Jan. 9, 1830. He married Addie Ackley of San Francisco, Cal . She
died Nov ., 1894. He died Feb . 3, 1894. They had three daugthers—Carrie, Lucia, and Addie .

Martha, born Aug. 25, 1836. She married Dr . E .L . Holt, a dentist .
Harriet, born Oct . 22, 1838 . She married G .H . Cook in 1898 .
Lucia, born Aug. 30, 1840 . She married E.F. Hoadley of Swanton in 1868 . She died Jul y

31, 1895 .
Carlos Edson, born June 12, 1844 .
There were also two sons who died in infancy .
Carlos Edson Stratton married Annie Brown of Norwich, N .H. [sic] Sept . 5, 1866. He was

a farmer, a member of the Congregational Church, and served in the Civil War in Company
"C", 15th Vermont Regiment . He died Feb. 14, 1890 in Brookfield .

His children were : Jerome Brown who married Grace E . Parker Aug. 19, 1904. They
resided in Nashua, N .H. Their children were Mildred Gladys and Carl Parker .

Mercy Emily, who died May 17, 1901 at the age of 21 .
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Tabor homestead on West Street .
(Courtesy Church Tabor)
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Rutherford Hayes Tabor and wife Bessie
(Mears), c. 1910.
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TABOR
by Church Tabor

On March 13, 1906 Rutherford Hayes and Bessie Mears Tabor moved from Swanton, Ver -
mont to Brookfield to take up residence on what was called the Harman Rood farm . With
them came five children : Rutherford, Jr ., Mildred, Church, Ruth, Marion . Later children
included Erastus, Esther, Ralph, Clark, Kenneth, Gertrude, Luther, and Roland .

They also brought with them four horses, one of which was a stallion . We raised many
horses and sold them. The farm had 300 acres, so we could use plenty of horses in thos e
days. We sold cream in those days . Since we didn't have a separator, we took the milk dow n
to Snowsville, left the cream there, and brought back the skim milk to feed the calves an d
pigs. Dad acquired a big yoke of oxen, and he would take them once in a while . You could sit
in the wagon and drive them right down the road . The buildings were in Brookfield, but
most of the land was in Randolph . My father tapped the sugar place that first year .

The house was built in 1876, and the barn shortly after . The barn was large, 112'x50', wit h
a slate roof. There were two haymows in the west end of the barn . These were 20'x20' , and
about 35' deep.

The house burned in 1952 .
The barn burned shortly after . Dad raised a lot of grain, and when we thrashed, we would

put flour barrels in the grain bins . When we slaughtered animals, we would cut up th e
animals, place the pieces of meat on tables to freeze, and then pack it in the barrels . We also
cured our own pork and smoked it . The interestate highway took the sugar bush and a lot o f
the land . Not much of what was once our happy home is left .

TAYLOR
Rev. William, Pastor of the Pond Village Church 1913-191 7

by his daughter, Gladys Taylor
In England, back in the late eighteen hundreds and early nineteen hundreds, couples

would gather at someone 's home for afternoon tea . On one such occasion, discussion aros e
as to where the greatest opportunities arose for a decent living : Australia, Africa, o r
America? My folks favored America because of the educational opportunities . All the
couples mentioned were children of the Industrial Revolution, had but a sixth grade educa-
tion, and had worked since age twelve in the cotton mills . How much in earnest these youn g
people were is evidenced by the fact that in a month's time they were headed for the land o f
their dreams .

In 1904 my mother, father and I were landing in Boston, MA, for the express purpose o f
getting more schooling. Two years of working in the cotton mills in New Bedford, MA
didn't help my father toward his goal, so he made the plunge and sought admission to
Bangor Theological Seminary . There were no scholarships to be had, so my father earned hi s
tuition by shovelling snow and cleaning out furnaces for the professors . Preaching at a smal l
mission church and at lumber camps brought in a little money .

On completion of his studies at Bangor, he applied for admission at Dartmouth College ,
in New Hampshire . During this time he had a small church in Danbury, NH. He was excused
from gym work because his exercise consisted of hiking home (because he lacked money fo r
the railroad fare) . The watchful eye of a neighbor saved us from starvation . Later years saw
my dad having pastorates in West Boxford, MA; Brookfield, VT ; East Providence, RI; and
Harvard, MA.

When we arrived in Brookfield in 1913, my mother wept ; she was a city girl, and was fear ;
ful of what seemed to her "backwoods" country . One of my first memories of life
Brookfield was a wedding which took place on Christmas Eve at the parsonage in 1913 . John
Harford and Mary Waddington, newcomers to the town, were duly hitched, a marriag e
which lasted for seventy-one years, until Mary's death in May, 1985 .

Another favorite memory concerns Memorial Day . We school children would go out int o
the woods and gather creeping jenny and princess pine, with which to make wreaths for th e
soldiers' graves . At the village school we were thrilled by a visit from a Civil War Veteran ,
Mr. Hood. He would tell us (pulling up his left pant leg) that though the doctor had ordere d
it to be amputated, he had saved it by lying down beside a swift-flowing stream and lettin g
the wounds be washed and healed . He and Mrs . Hood then demonstrated that the leg wa s
serviceable, by dancing for us .

I swelled with pride on Memorial Day when I saw the huge American flag hung from a tre e
on the Town Hall side to a tree across the street . Though I never had the opportunity to
recite the Gettysburg Address at the ceremonies, . I believe all students should be required to
learn those wonderful words . I had become a citizen about this time, when my father wen t
up to the Chelsea Courthouse to vow allegiance to this country .
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Gladys Taylor and Gladys Morrill and one of their early swimming classes in Sunset Lake .
(Courtesy the late Gladys Taylor)
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At one time I expressed the desire to visit my favorite auntie who lived in Pawtucket, RI .
"We just do not have the railroad fare," truthfully said my father . "Couldn 't we hike on e
way?" I suggested . "Of course, " came the prompt reply . A few days later we were on our
way. Eight hours of walking brought us to the Fox Stand in Royalton . Two weeks later my
auntie hustled us into her house, two tired and very dirty travelers !

The size of the church building in Brookfield suggested a big congregation, but this wa s
not the case during the years my father served as pastor . When this magnificent building was
constructed, Pond Village was a bustling community . It had competing stores, three inns, a
variety of factories, and a grist mill . With the coming of the railroad to Randolph and elec-
tricity somewhat later, all this vanished . Waterpower furnished by the brook and lake wer e
no longer profitable . Many people had to leave town to find employment . Farmers, who had
previously found work in the shops during the winter, were hard put to make farming their
only income . One by one they began to sell out and leave town . Many sold their farms to th e
incoming French Canadians, who were Roman Catholic .

Attendance at church, while quite small, was steady . The Church horse barns sheltered th e
horses of the Knowles, Graves, Washburns, Gaylords, Huggards, Colts, Stones, etc . They
were law-abiding people and taught the children to be likewise . All seemed to like their
pastor ; his family was invited once a year to a chicken dinner and his daughter often stayed
over the weekend with the farmers' children .

At one time my father and the schoolteacher tried to arouse community pride by sponsor-
ing a town weekly newspaper . The students' compositions had importance because they wer e
the editorials, stories, puzzles and jokes that appeared each week . A Randolph firm printed
the paper. Complete copies of the Sunset Lake Local can be seen at . the Marvin Newton
House .

One of my father's chief endeavors was to establish a FREE Public Library in Brookfield .
The town had the oldest public library in the state, but it was not free . Four times a year, an
auction was held . The highest bidder had the use of a book for four months . A committee
was gathered to establish a free library; the state donated money for the undertaking . In
short order the old organization was abandoned, and some time later the house on Ralph
Road was given by Anna Clark Jones to the town, to become the permanent home of the
library. My dad had many dreams, and many people who never knew him are benefitin g
from this endeavor, the Brookfield Free Public Library .

When World War I saw Brookfield boys enlisting for service, my dad felt compelled t o
enlist for overseas duty, and served as a counselor . This made it necessary for us to leave
Brookfield . Leaving Eugene, my brother, on the hillside was difficult . At the time of hi s
death, my mother learned at last how caring the "backwoods" women of Brookfield were .

I graduated from Brown University in Providence, RI, and taught for many years in th e
school system of East Providence .

Ultimately we came back to Brookfield for our vacations, and when the Fullam house in
the village came up for sale, we bought it . To meet the rising expense and keep the place i n
good condition, we started to take in vacationers . The barn was made habitable with
fireplace, running water, gas for cooking, flush toilet and shower stall . Many of these vaca -
tioners came back again and again, and some bought vacation homes of their own .

On the suggestion of newcomers, who volunteered to help, we started the swimming pro-
gram, which continued for eleven years. My co-worker in this endeavor was Gladys (Ga)
Morrill, and the site of the swimming activity was called the "Glad and-Ga-Beach"Life-
saving lessons were given ; many young people passed the Red Cross tests . A wonderful core
of teen-age girls assisted on a volunteer basis, both with the swimming lessons and th e
playground which we maintained nearby. Eighty children were attending at the time we
decided to give it up, hoping the Town would take over the project .
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TRASK
by Ruth Trask Stoddard, 1974

James Gray Trask was born in Beverly, MA on Sept . 4, 1797. Ebenezer Trask III, hi s
father, moved to Hartland, VT with his family . James married Eliza Alexander (born i n
Hartland, Vt on Oct . 14, 1805) on March 14, 1830 . This couple came to Brookfield East Hil l
where they bought the Trask farm from his brother William Trask and his brother-in-la w
Alvan Hovey, who in turn had bought the farm from their nephew Billings Hovey, enablin g
him to buy land in Albany, VT .

William Trask and the Alvan Hoveys lived on the farm a few years before selling it to
James . The James Gray Trasks had ten children, all born on the Trask Farm . The first was
born in 1831 . Of their ten children, only James Alexander and Lydia Trask Bixby spent thei r
lives on East Hill . Seven are buried in the East Hill Cemetery . James Gray died on July 18 ,
1855. After her husband's death, Eliza kept the farm operating with the help of her son
Albert, until he moved to Boston in 1866 . In 1867, James and Alta Trask bought the farm ,
caring for his mother Eliza until her death in 1891 . Alta's mother also moved to the Tras k
farm with them .

James Edgar Trask, James and Alta's only child, was born on March 9, 1864 . At the age
of three he moved to the farm with his parents where he remained until his death in 1943 . He
married Stella Fletcher on Sept . 5, 1895 . Stella was born in Eden, VT on June 23, 1872 . She
moved with her parents, Alvin and Eunice Horner Fletcher, to Brookfield South East Hill i n
1893 . Alvin Fletcher was born in Johnson, VT and died in Brookfield . Eunice Fletcher wa s
born in Hyde Park, VT and died in Brookfield in 1931 . They are buried in the East
Brookfield Branch Cemetery . None of their children were born in Brookfield but thei r
youngest son, Guy, married Margaret Kelly . They lived on the Fletcher farm and had seven
children. Doris, who married Henry Baker, was the only one of the seven to settle in
Brookfield . They live on the farm next to what is now Baker Pond just south of East Rox-
bury .

James Edgar and Stella Trask had four children, Ruth, Robert, Grace, and Richard, all o f
whom grew to maturity in the Hovey Neighborhood. Richard married Margaret Billings in
1933. Their four children, Lois, Lydia, Donald, and Zylpha, lived on the Trask farm an d
moved to Randolph in 1958 . After they moved away there were no living Hovey or Tras k
descendants in the old Hovey Neighborhood on East Hill .

Robert Trask and his family moved from Brookfield Branch to Bethel, VT in 1942 . Five of
their children were born while they lived in Brookfield . Grace Trask, who married Walter
Wheatley, lived on the old Jesse Wheatley farm on East Brookfield Branch for over fift y
years . Only one of their four children, John, lived on East Brookfield Branch in 1974 . Ruth
married Herman Stoddard . They bought the Gurdon Hibbard farm where their only child
Lawson grew up .

UPHAM
by Lucile E . Smith

Samuel Upham moved from Montpelier to Brookfield, Vt . in the early or mid-1800 ' s . He
was born in Leicester, Mass . in 1793 . In Brookfield, he farmed and owned various parcels o f
land until he died of typhoid fever in 1863 .

Samuel and Sally Hatch Upham had two sons .—Samuel-C—. born Feb . 2, 1819, became a
pharmacist in Philadelphia, Pa . The second son, Zenas Merrill, who was born in Montpelier
on Aug. 3, 1821, became a leader in Brookfield affairs for several decades in the 1800 ' s .

Zenas married Lucy Carlie Edson, born May 12, 1822, the daughter of Colonel Justus Ed-
son and Mary Paine Edson of Brookfield . They had two children, born in Brookfield : Ellen
(or Helen) Petrona, June 2, 1845, and Curtis Merrill, Nov . 30, 1854. Lucy died Dec . 3 of that
year, probably of childbirth complications .

Ellen married William Cheever Hopkins of Chicago, Ill . in Sept . 1865 and moved west .
She wrote several serial stories under pen name, "S . Reade Brockton " . She died in Eagen ,
South Dakota on Dec . 21, 1883 . Curtis married Nellie E. Waite of Fayston, Vt . on Dec . 11 ,
1893, and he died in Brookfield on April 11, 1938 .

On July 29, 1856, Zenas married Caroline Chamberlain Crane, born in Williamstown, Vt .
on June 24, 1831 . They had three children, all born in Brookfield . The first child, Willie ,
died in Feb ., 1861, age 3 yrs . 4 mos. Their two daughters were Lucy Carlie, born March 6 ,
1862, and Mary Crane, born July 7, 1864 .

Caroline Upham joined the Second Congregational Church in Brookfield four years afte r
its organization . She was very active in church affairs for many years, leading the singing a t
prayer meetings, "preaching from the pew" and "an inheritor of Christ ' s blessings upon the
peacemakers " , according to her obituary . Rev. W .A. Bushee, a close friend of the family
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