
HUTCHINSON
William Alonzo Hutchinson, born in 1839, came to Brookfield from Wisconsin . Children

born in Wisconsin were William L . (1860) ; Angela, (1862) ; and Stephen, (1864) . The story
goes that when the mother was unable to persuade her husband to return to Vermont as soon
as she wished, she and the children came without him . He must have followed, and four
more children were born in Vermont : Gertrude, (1868) ; Lorena (1870) ; Luke (1874) ; and
Rufus (1881) .

Luke married Emily Benedict, and their son Lucian Sr . was . born in 1897, in Northfield
Falls . The family lived in Tewksbury, MA for some years, until about 1910, when they pur-
chased the Luke Parish farm on West Street in Brookfield. Lucian carried on this farm until
1945, when he moved to Randolph and worked for the Soil Conservation Service until hi s
retirement in 1965 . He married Ruth Allen of Randolph, and they had two sons : Lucian, Jr . ,
who lives in New York state ; and Duane, of Randolph .

Stephen married Mary French ; their farm was in West Brookfield, near the Roxbury line .
Their children were: Ralph, Lois, and Lynn . Ralph and his family lived in West Brookfiel d
for many years ; a granddaughter, Elinor Gray, lives in Brookfield now . Stephen's grand-
daughter, Emma Poirier of Bennington, writes : "My grandfather was a representative to the
State Legislature, was very active in the church ; my grandmother played the organ in both
East Braintree and West Brookfield churches . He operated a big dairy farm, and his hobbie s
were hunting and snowshoeing . "

HYDE
Henry Hyde's great-grandfather was Uzariah Hyde, who probably came from Connec-

ticut . Uzariah first settled on the Whiting place in East Brookfield . Here he found swamp s
and big pines as well as fogs, and swapped his place for a farm on East Hill .

His son was Jerah (Jeremiah) Hyde . Jerah's son was William Philander Hyde . He was the
father of Henry Hyde, who married Abbie Carpenter . They lived for many years on the far m
adjacent to the Pattersons and sold to Frank Holden . Henry and Abbie moved to th e
William Graves place in Brookfield Village which they purchased from Florence Grave s
Sprague (about 1938) .

KINGSBURY/HERRICK
by Thelma Keyes Hill

The first Kingsbury to settle in Brookfield was Daniel, who married in Norwich, Connec-
ticut, and then came to Brookfield "around 1790 "—the Wild history says 1786 . We are told
that the Kingsburys had a mill on the small stream which runs downhill past the Edson pro -
perties on the western side of Colt's Pond. Andrew, the great-grandson of Daniel, marrie d
Carrie Louise Herrick in Brookfield in 1890 .

Another member of our family to arrive early in Brookfield was David Herrick, who settl-
ed here in 1799, coming from Connecticut at the age of 29, and built a log cabin on Bear Hill .
This was near the present red house north of the old schoolhouse. Farming continued on thi s
tract of land for more than 150 years . David 's grandson, Denslow, was born in 1830, and
married Marianne Ames of Hardwick, Massachusetts Denslow was in the Civil War ,
mustered out on Aug. 5, 1863, because of disability .

The youngest daughter born to this marriage was Carrie Louise . Her mother died when
she was ten months old, and Carrie was brought up by her grandparents, John and Abigai l
Herrick. As noted above, she married Andrew Kingsbury ; their daughter Alice (Keyes, b .
1891) is presently living in Brookfield Village . Andrew Kingsbury died in 1893, two months
before their second daughter, Mabel, was born. Carrie, a young widow with two children t o
raise, married a second time, in 1895, to Merton Chase . Four more children were born to thi s
union . They continued farming on the Herrick homestead throughout most of their . lives .
Merton at one time also ran a livery stable in Northfield . Merton's father, Zolva, served i n
the Union Army and was a prisoner of war . He resided in Brookfield after his release for
several years . Of the four children born to Carrie and Merton, no descendant now lives i n
Brookfield . They were Ellsworth, Alton, Kenneth, and Gertrude. Alton is the only survivor
at this time; he lives in Northfield with his sister Mabel (Holmes), now widowed . Mabel had
no children ; Alton married late in life, and has no children . Ellsworth married Elmina White
of Brookfield ; they had one daughter, Olga (Grenier) now living in Florida . Kenneth married
Anne Savikiti in Philadelphia . Their daughter Ruth (Yacavoni) is now in Montpelier, and
another daughter, Roberta (Beattie) in North Carolina . Gertrude and her first husband ,
Winston Sharrow, had six children . The oldest, Wanda (Chittenden) died in California ;



Bear Hill farm first settled by David Herrick before 1800 . Shown here in 1896 are Harry Marsh
(cousin), Alice Kingsbury (Keyes), Mabel Kingsbury (Holmes), Carrie Herrick Kingsbury Chase an d
son Ellsworth in carriage .

Wendell is also deceased ; Keith, a retired California judge, now lives in Arizona; Kay
(Adams) is in California ; Sceva is in Florida, and Darwin in Maine .

Alice Kingsbury married Perley Keyes, and had three children, of whom only one, Thelm a
(Hill) presently resides in Brookfield . Wayne lives in Randolph and Carolyn (Liljedahl) in
West Hartford, Connecticut . Wayne has three sons and Carolyn two sons and a daughter .
Thelma married, first, Fred Hutchinson of Randolph ; they were parents of Elinor (Gray) ,
Brookfield's present Postmaster . The second marriage was to Julian Hill of Chelsea, and of
the four children born to them, two sons and their families remain in Brookfield—Stephe n
and Dennis. Stephen married a Brookfield girl, Joyce Sprague, daughter of John A . and
Beatrice . The youngest generation of this long line consists of Sarah, Stacy and Stephen
(children of Stephen) and Timothy, Tammie and Tori (children of Dennis) . Douglas Hill
lives in Maine and Lauria (Heath) in Florida .

To follow the Keyes line back a few years, the maternal grandparents of Perley Keyes wer e
Henry and Harriet Crocker, who at one time lived in Brookfield Village, and later moved to
the farm near Twin Ponds which Lewis Stowell now operates as a tree farm . Perley's father ,
Ira, married Nancy Crocker of Brookfield . They remained here until their death raising five
sons, all now deceased . Perley, my father, was born in 1885 . I well remember riding with him
over the hills bringing cans of cream from the farms to the creamery in Brookfield Village ,
later to be taken to the Whiting Creamery in Randolph . Dad also will be remembered by



those who enjoyed square dancing, as he "called" for the squares and contras for years .
When Allis State Park was established in 1935, he was the first caretaker, continuing for
many years in this capacity .

The other brothers were Fred, Herbert, Willie and Elmer . Herbert never married ; Elmer
married but had no children . Fred was a Brookfield farmer for many years, and his son, Ar-
thur, still lives at their last location, on East Street . Another son, Orvis, died in Texas, an d
has a daughter in Texas . Fred's daughters, Edith (Luce) and Eva (Thompson) are in Chelsea .
The Luces have six children ; the Thompsons ' only son died in the service of his country .

Willie, more familiarly known as "Bill" served in World War I, and subsequently became
a mail carrier on the RFD, which he served for thirty-seven years . My husband, Julian Hill ,
became the regular carrier on this route after Bill retired . After his brother Perley died ,
Willie married his widow, Alice, in 1965 .

The Julian Hill family have carried on a dairy farm in Brookfield Center for the past 4 5
years, the homestead once owned by Ira Carpenter .

KNOWLES/WILLIAMS
George Ivan Knowles and his wife, Sarah Jane (Kelly) moved to Brookfield in the earl y

1900' s . They had five sons and one daughter : George Clarke, Lillian (Ditty), now of Nor-
thfield ; twins, Howard and Herbert ; Leslie, and Archie . Lillian Ditty is now the only surviv-
ing member of this generation .

Herbert married Gladys Williams in 1920, daughter of Bert Williams and Rosa (Reed) ,
and they engaged in farming in Brookfield . Herbert and Gladys had four sons and tw o
daughters : Alfred, now deceased ; Gerald, of Brookfield ; Arthur ; of Plainfield ; Ramona
(Hardaker) of Williamstown; Zita (Champney) of Bolton; and Leon of South Carolina .
Gerald married Florence Sprague of Brookfield, and has continued to live in Brookfield .
Ramona's son, Steve Hardaker, also lives in Brookfield . Gerald and Florence ' s son ,
Winston, and daughter Rosa also live here .

Bert Jones Williams came to Brookfield with his parents when he was five years old . In
1901 he was married to Rosa (Reed) . A sister, Helen Stone, married Lauriston Stone and liv-
ed in Brookfield for many years . Bert and Rosa had one daughter, Gladys, who marrie d
Herbert Knowles of Brookfield. The Williams also raised an adopted son, Henry Johnson ,
as well as a foster daughter, Helen Hart .

LAMSON
by Edith Borigh t

William Lamson was the first of ten generations of Lamsons living in this country . He wa s
born in England and arrived in Ipswich, Massachusetts about 1634 where he "was a man o f
property and considerable standing in the community" .

Another William (1746-1800), descended from the first William and of the fifth generatio n
in the United States, moved from Massachusetts to Mount Vernon, New Hampshire in th e
1700' s . He became a farmer and took part in the Revolutionary War, being with Stark a t
Bennington, Vermont . His Mount Vernon home remained in the family for seven genera-
tions and was recently bought by the town for an historic museum .

John Lummas Lamson, the youngest ofWilliam ' sevenchildren, was born at Mount Ver -
non on July 19, 1787. He purchased from Abel Whitney II in 1831 the farm in Brookfield ,
Vermont (125 acres and buildings), which Howard Lamson now owns . Its apparent firs t
owners, at about the time of grantees, were Edgertons .

John Lummas deeded the farm to his son John on June 19, 1854 ; John to his son Franklin
Pierce, January 16, 1883 ; Franklin Pierce to son Arthur C. by two deeds, February 15, 1905
and October 16, 1907; and thence to Howard H . Lamson.

Mount Vernon, New Hampshire, was not far from Hillsboro, the birthplace of Franklin
Pierce, who was the fourteenth president of the United States at the time of the birth of
Franklin Pierce Lamson in Brookfield, Vermont on February 9, 1854 .

Franklin married Mary Francis Green on February 24, 1877 . She was born in Brookfiel d
on February 16, 1858, daughter of Marshall and Susan (Sprague) Green . She died on June 8 ,
1931 . Their children were Marshall Green, Elizabeth May (Wilcox), George Franklin, Ar-
thur Clair, Louise Edna (Fiske), Elwin Clarence, Oscar Clayton, Carolyn Francis (Camp) ,
and John Lester .

Franklin Pierce Lamson's grandfather, John Lummas, enlarged his farm with the pur-
chase in 1883 of the Battles farm ("back lot") adjoining his own farm and including a parce l
later owned by the Peck family .

Franklin bought the "Horner Pasture" , formerly Wales property, through George Crane ,
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John Lummas Lamson and wife Elizabeth

John Lamson and wife Mary (Crane)

administrator of the Wales estate . Lands of that estate were divided among the heirs .
Also bought by Franklin was the Braley (Brailey) lot between the Wales lot and Northfiel d

Road. This was later sold to B.J . Williams .
The barn on the Lamson farm is two barns put together with a 16 foot wide "splice". The

two were lined up by Franklin who also built a henhouse and horse barn, with the remark ,
"Guess it will last as long as I want it . "

When Franklin sold the farm to his son, Arthur C . Lamson, he bought and moved to a
farm in East Brookfield where he lived until his death .



Identification for group: (1911) Franklin P. Lamson holding Irene, Howard and Edith, children of
Arthur C. Lamson . The boy standing behind him is Clarence Wilcox. The blond child is Jennie,
daughter of Marshall and Sadie Lamson . Others, left to right : Carolyn Lamson, Louise Lamson,
Sadi (Badger) Lamson, Bertha Gladys (Holmes) Lamson, wife of Arthur; Oscar C. Lamson, Arthur
C. Lamson, Susan Green Whiting, John L. Lamson, Mary F. (Green) Lamson, Lizzie Wilcox,
George F. Lamson and Marshall G . Lamson.

(picture courtesy of Geneva Wilcox)

Arthur Clair Lamson (born at Brookfield on February 8, 1884) married Bertha Glady s
Holmes on October 22, 1907 . He died on June 13, 1926, at Randolph, Vermont . Bertha die d
on April 14, 1953, also at Randolph . Arthur was a farmer, Town Representative in the Stat e
Legislature, Town Lister and Selectman, and a Director of the North Randolph Creamery .
Both attended Brookfield High School . Bertha graduated from Randolph Normal School o n
June 9, 1904, and taught three years in the area . Ten children were born to them at the Lam -
son Farm: Howard Holmes, Edith May (Boright), Irene Elizabeth (Cady), Esther Gladys
(Ross), Gail Margaret, Ruth Eloise (Lane), Clair Arthur, Ellen Lucille, James Franklin, an d
Carol Virginia (Rousseau) . Howard H . Lamson is the only one now living in Brookfield .

Also now living in Brookfield is Harold Oscar Lamson, son of Oscar C . Lamson (born
October 8, 1891 at Brookfield) and Hazell May (Sprague) Lamson (born May 22, 1891 i n
Brookfield) . Oscar C . Lamson was a farmer in East Brookfield until his retirement . He serv-
ed two terms as Brookfield Representative in the State Legislature . He died on October 22 ,
1982. Hazell died on November 29, 1971 . Their children: Harold Oscar, Arlene Hazell
(Wakefield), Leslie Everett, and Jean Carolyn (Lawrence) .

Harold Oscar Lamson, a Brookfield farmer, (born April 28, 1914 at Brookfield) marrie d
Olga Bertha Davenport on September 18, 1936 at Delmar, New York . Olga was born o n
November 5, 1914 at Albany, New York . Harold was employed by Dunn and Bradstreet a
few years as a credit investigator . He then became a farmer in Brookfield and served as a
feed advisor for the Beacon Feed Company of Cayuga, New York . Their children : David
James Lamson (born August 20, 1946 at Burlington, Vermont) and Kathryn Jane Lamso n
(Brown) (born October 4, 1947 at Burlington) .

David Lamson is operating the home farm .
Ralph William Lamson (born on June 28, 1922, Boston, Massachusetts), the son of Joh n

Lester Lamson and Corilla (White) Lamson, is now living on the former Gerald Fullam far m
on Ridge Road with his wife, Edna Anne (Johnston), whom he married on September 28 ,
1944 at Asheville, North Carolina . She was born on July 16, 1923 at Asheville . Their
children: Ralph William Lamson, Jr ., John Murgil Lamson, Linda Anne Lamson
(Barefoot), and Gary Leslie Lamson . Ralph worked for the U .S. Geological Survey unti l
1977 _

Other descendants of Franklin Pierce Lamson living in Brookfield are children of Lesli e
Everett Lamson (born January 19, 1922 at Barre City Hospital) and Dorothy (Jackson )
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Lamson: Douglas Leslie Lamson (born November 16, 1943 at Barre City Hospital) . He mar-
ried Hester De Matteis on October 15, 1966 at Swampscott, Massachusetts . Their childre n
are Christopher Aron Lamson (born July 13, 1968), Andrea Marie Lamson (born Februar y
26, 1972), and Michael Douglas Lamson (born January 15, 1973) .

Patricia Lamson (born March 12, 1955) . She married Douglas Hood on January 13, 1973 .
Their children are Julia, Sarah and Paula .

Randall Clayton Lamson (born July 2, 1957 at Barre City Hospital) . He married Wendy
Grant from Montpelier . Their children are Brian and Eric .

MASON
by Margaret Dwinell

My great-grandfather, George Lucas Mason, and his wife, Harriet Keeler, moved t o
Brookfield from Williston, VT sometime between 1854 and 1858 . As I understand it, they
were farmers and both are buried in the town cemetery .

George Edward Mason, my grandfather, enlisted in the Civil War on Aug . 5, 1862 at th e
age of 18 . He served as a private in Damon's Co . (G) 10th Reg . of the VT Infantry . He mar-
ried Mary Chandler Howe and farmed in Brookfield Center, next to the church . The last ten
years of his life he lived in Brookfield Pond Village in the house south of Al Wilder .

My father was George and Mary 's third child, Edward Howe Mason . He spent his life i n
Randolph where he was owner of a local feed store, president of the bank, and much more .

MORSE
by Alice F . Colton

(written many years ago for Historical Society files)
Joseph Morse, the first Morse in Brookfield, located his farm on the slope of Bear Hil l

beside a lovely pond . He selected an ideal spot for wheat and sheep raising . Not only was
there ample water, but also an inspiring view (once the virgin timber was cut) .

Joseph and his father James both fought in the Revolution . It may be the fact that Josep h
was stationed near Fitzwilliam, NH, that explains his removal from Sherburn, MA soon
after his marriage to Hannah, daughter of Major Jacob and Jerusha Miller .

For over twenty years they lived in Fitzwilliam where their family of twelve children wa s
born . In 1808, the children came with them to Brookfield where Joseph bought his first trac t
of land.

As a child, I remember my grandmother, Nancy Morse, leading me by the hand out pas t
the barns of Uncle Julian's farm and pointing out an old log house, which she said was the
first home of the family in Brookfield . Land deeds in the names of the sons of Joseph wer e
numerous, Joseph, John, Elihu, and Elijah ; but the family of my grandfather Elijah appear s
to have been more permanent, and a list of his children may be found in old records at th e
Town Clerk's office .

Elijah married Olive, daughter of David and Sarah Adams Herrick who lived next door, i n
1811 . They settled on adjacent land which Elijah had bought. Here his family of eight
children was born and grew up .

Elijah's son, Daniel (my grandfather), taught at the district school in the winter for several
years . Elijah Russel, the second son, graduated from Newbury Academy . John Herrick, th e
fourth son, earned his degree at Dartmouth College and moved to Deerfield, MN where h e
married but had no children. Orren, the third son, spent the latter part of his life in MA .
David, the youngest son, was killed during the Civil War at Lee 's Mills, VA in 1862 . Elijah
Russel married Elmira Lowell, daughter of Martin Luther Lowell, a former resident o f
Brookfield . After five of their eight children were born, they moved to Scott, IL and later
Alexandria, SD. Their descendants are to be found in many states in the Middle West .

Elijah Russel began early in life to write poetry . One of his sons had the collection of
possibly a hundred poems printed . Many are written about his life here in Brookfield .

It is in the life of my grandfather, Daniel Adams Morse that I am most interested . Born in
Brookfield on the old Morse farm in 1816, he lived his entire life in the town . In 1842, he
married Nancy, daughter of Elizabeth Gage and John Lummas Lamson . One of their seven
children, Clinton, died as a boy . In 1875, Daniel bought the place in the village known as th e
"Green Trailer", (the Haggett House, which is now part of Green Trails) and sold his far m
to his oldest son, Julian, who continued to live there until his death . In 1882, Grandfather
Daniel bought the store owned by my father Norman W. Frink, who had married Daniel' s
daughter Abbey. He carried on successfully until shortly before his death in 1893 . He hel d
several town offices, and served as Postmaster after buying the store . I remember him as a
silent man but very indulgent with me, his oldest grandchild . From Mrs . Eva Melton, a

250



granddaughter of Russel Morse, I learned an explanation of the somewhat grim attitude h e
had toward life . When Daniel was a young man, consumption attacked his mother Olive .
His father Elijah died two years later while his sister, Orra died in 1846, four years later . My
grandfather maintained the home and family through that trying period .

Two of Daniel's sons, Azro and Walter moved to California . Harold, only son of Julian
Morse, became a mine engineer in Montana . So far as I know, no descendant of Joseph and
Hannah Morse lives in the town of Brookfield anymore .

NEWTON
by Winthrop Porter Abbott

Marvin Newton, the father of Nancy Trask Abbott, was born at North Leverett, Mass . in
1804. He died at Brookfield, Vermont at the age of 51 years, 10 months, in 1856 .

After the death of his mother in 1819, Mr . Newton lived with his uncle, Mr . Noandiah
Montague, attending the public schools in the winter time . Later he learned the blacksmith' s
trade . About 1830 he went to Brookfield, Vermont where he bought some land, set up a sho p
and settled for the remainder of his life as a blacksmith .

He married at Brookfield, in 1832, Lois Griswold Smith, daughter of Solomon and Eunic e
Griswold Smith of Brookfield . She was born in Brookfield in 1804 .

Mr. Newton built the house at Brookfield Center, the house now owned by the Brookfield
Historical Society, in 1835 . He brought the stone for the cellar wall from West Street (Pover-
ty Lane) and the underpinning for three sides of the house was granite from Williamstown o r
Barre . Its cost, when ready for frame, was $100 . The ell was built in 1854 .

In 1847 Mr . Newton went to work for the C .V.R.R. from Granville to Roxbury, sharpen-
ing tools, shoeing oxen, etc . His shop was on wheels, also his house, for two and one hal f
years . His wife, Lois, boarded the men, 18 in number, and cared for her family, which con-
sisted of her husband, her father-in-law, Edward Newton (a woodworker), their daughte r
Nancy, and adopted son, John Raymore, who was adopted when two weeks old .

Mr. Newton's wife was one of 9 children . She had seven brothers : Solomon, farmer in
Brookfield ; Leonard, tanner in Brookfield ; Ziba, farmer in Waterbury ; Orange, doctor in
Waitsfield; Joseph, farmer in Brookfield ; Chauncey, farmer in Johnson ; William, farmer in
Eden; and one sister, Lovina, who married Luther Ainsworth .

Nancy Trask Newton, the only daughter of Marvin and Lois Smith Newton, was born in
1838, in the old house at the Center, and died (1919) in the house where she was born . She
was given the name of the principal of the Female Seminary at Brookfield Center—Nanc y
Trask. Later she attended that Seminary . She was married to Royal Abbott, Jr . on May 2 ,
1858. She was always an active member of the church and a great worker in the Sunday
School . After her husband's death in 1895 she remained with the family of her son Irving un -
til a number of years later she wished to go back to the house where she was born—the Ma r-
vin Newton house—and there she remained until her death, October 31, 1919 .

PARMENTER
from Doris Hill's files

In a log house in Puddle-Dock, Vermont (East Granville Mt .) on June 16, 1846, the thir d
child'of Louisa and Martin C . Parmenter was born.-James-Whitcomb Parmenter was three
weeks old when his mother carried him in her arms across lots to the frame house on the roa d
from East Warren to Granville Gulf ; the house was the last one before descending onto Gul f
Road .

Due to three attacks of rheumatic fever, his schooling was interrupted . James' father ,
Martin C., died in 1863, leaving his wife and six children . Schuyler Van Duesen was ap-
pointed guardian of James, George, Adah and Charles . Rufus Alonzo (called Alonzo) wa s
already in Co . K. 10 Vol . of the Civil War, and Savilla was married to Thomas Smith .

James enlisted as a nine months man in Co . G. 6th Vt . Vol . He was -wounded in the left
arm but never received a pension until one was granted to all G .A.R. veterans . Before he wa s
called, word came that Alonzo had died in Pensacola, Florida, in April of 1864 .

The winter after the war he worked for his board and attended school . A wonderful
teacher, Mrs . Amaron encouraged him to learn all he possibly could, keeping him in clas s
alone . When he left to come to Brookfield she gave him a list of educational books to pro-
cure from the Brookfield Library and be sure to read .

James came to Brookfield to work for Wm . Reed (father of Bert Reed) on Wilbur Hill
near the twin ponds ; from there he went to work for Cassius Peck . While there, he an d
Cassius joined the Masons in Northfield, Vermont . Both men were Charter Members of
Mystic Star Lodge No . 97 in Brookfield .
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From Mr. Peck's he went to work in the Peck, Clark Fork and Hoe Company . While
working there he and Huldah Ann Braley were married in 1870 at the home of Huldah ' s
father on the hill across from the store . James and Huldah began housekeeping in the tw o
rooms on the lower floor of Marcus Peck's house across from the store .

In 1871, James bought the blacksmith property, house and shop, from Mr . Wheeler . The
shop was across the brook which ran under the back piazza of the house . Their firs t
daughter, Julia Winnifred, was born in this house January, 1872 .

About 1874, James secured permission from the Selectmen to erect a stone wall culvert t o
take care of the brook north of where it crossed the road and directing the brook back . of th e
shop, thereby placing his shop on the main highway and giving him a garden between th e
house and shop.

Horace and Mercy Braley, Huldah 's parents, were now living in the first house south ; as
Horace's health was failing they decided to exchange houses. There Mercy Louisa, their se-
cond daughter, was born in 1881 .

James sold his blacksmith shop and bought the W .P . Bigelow store in 1887 . In 1892 ,
James sold that store to Wm. Blodgett and purchased of Marshal Green the store near th e
pond, remodeling the second story for a living apartment . In 1894, he sold that store to Fre d
Ladd and bought a provision (meat and groceries) store in Waterbury .

In 1896, James ' health failed to the extent that doctors recommended an out-of-door lif e
so he sold the Waterbury store and purchased the Tom Saunders or Joel Whiting farm i n
East Brookfield . While there he sometimes worked in Mr. Durkee's blacksmith shop i n
North Randolph . About 1901, he sold the farm and bought the then Blodgett Bros . Store
near the pond at the village . Huldah passed away in 1906 . In 1907, he sold to Ed Martin, tak -
ing it back in 1908 . About 1910, James sold the store to his son-in-law, Lincoln Morse, mak -
ing his home with his two daughters ; Mrs . George K . Sprague (Julia) and Mrs . Morse until
his death in 1919 . James and Huldah joined the Congregational Church in 1876 and were ac -
tive members . He was on the committee when the church was remodeled and served a s
Deacon for many years .

James' second daughter, Mercy Louisa, married Lincoln Wright Morse of Randolph .
Mercy (known as Louise) and Lincoln had two children, Theron, born in Randolph in 190 7
and Louis Lincoln, born in Brookfield in 1909 . Louis was married to Alice Ellis McNamar a
of Northfield in 1935 . They had six children ; David, Thomas, Patricia, Ellen, Julia and An-
drew . Theron and his wife, Lorna, live in Tucson, AZ .

(addendum to Parmenter)
from Doris Hill

MARY GREEN NYE
James Parmenter's sister was Savilla Parmenter . She married (1) John Lamson ; then mar -

ried (2) Thomas Smith, and had a daughter, Minnie Smith, who never married . She was
Librarian in the old Town Hall Library .

After Thomas Smith 's death, Savilla married (3) John Green, who had grown children :
1. Mary Green (Nye )
2. Carver—died at early age
3. Wallace Green (lived in Waterbury)
4. Alice Green (Johnson) of Wallingford .

-Mary Green Nye wrote a great deal of genealogy history for Brookfield . She lived in Berlin
and worked in Montpelier . Many of her papers are in the historical files in Brookfield .

PATTERSON/HOLDEN
by Patricia Holden Webster

Jonathon Patterson was born in 1793 in Londonderry, New Hampshire . He came by
horseback with his mother, whose birth name was Craig, to Brookfield from Londonderry
when he was a child, around 1800 . They settled in the vicinity of the former Frank Holde n
home on East Street .

He married Urana Smith who was born in Brookfield in 1803, daughter of Abner Smith .
They had three sons—William, Daniel Smith (born in 1826) and Thomas Craig (born i n
1829) . William later settled in Lowell, Mass . Thomas was a shoe maker. Their son Daniel
married Jane Rosalia Wilson in 1857, who was born in Washington, Vermont in 1832 ,
daughter of Robert and Hannah (Calef) Wilson . Sometime in the mid 1800 ' s Daniel built the
house on East Street where his great-grandson, Frank Holden, later lived from 1938-1974 .
The house is now owned by Steven and Linda Spooner . Daniel's parents lived with them in
that house and later his brother Thomas and his family lived there . Daniel and Jane had two
sons, Frank Wilson born in 1862, an i George Robert born in 1865 .



Frank and Mary Patterson, Homer and Anna (Patterson) Holden ; Jane (Wilson) Patterson,
holding Frank Holden, 1909. Photo taken in front of the family farm house, presently the home of
Anna Holden and son Frank.

(Courtesy Frank Holden)

Around 1870 Daniel built a second house on East Street where his granddaughter, Ann a
Holden, still lives . He and his wife Jane lived the remainder of their lives there . Daniel own-
ed and operated a rake factory in Brookfield for many years . The rake factory was destroyed
by fire .

Daniel's son Frank married Effie May Sprague, from East Hill in 1887 . She was daughte r
of Edwin and Maria (Whitney) Sprague . They continued to live in the same house his father
had built . They had one daughter, Anna Maria, born in 1890 . After his wife's death in 1918 ,
he married Eunice Buxton, another Brookfield native, in -1920. Frank Patterson was ban d
master of the Brookfield Band for many years as well as having his own orchestra and play-
ing in other area bands . In addition to dairy farming, he owned and operated a cider mill in
Brookfield, located below the present post office . In 1905, his daughter, Anna married
Homer Holden, who was born in 1882 in Orwell . They had one son, Frank Homer, born in
1908. Frank Patterson and .,Home Holden owned and operated the old Buxton sawmill in
Brookfield for about six years . They were in the cattle business for about twenty years and i n
1930 went into dairy farming. Frank Holden, who married Rena Palmer from Washingto n
in 1938, continued to run that dairy farm until his retirement in the early 1970 ' s . They had
three children, David, Patricia and Margaret . Patricia (Pat) married Duane Webster of Ran-
dolph. They live at the foot of Braintree Hill with their two children, Eric and Amy .

The dam for the pond was built around 1930. It had been a lifelong dream of Frank Pat-
terson's . A water wheel was added and they produced their own electricity before public elec-
tricity was available in their vicinity .

Frank Holden and his mother, Anna, still reside in the house his great-grandfather built
over a century ago, the house they were both born in .
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PEAKE
by Mrs . Carleton Craig, 1972

The parentage of George W . Peak(e) of Brookfield seems pretty clear . His mother wa s
almost certainly the Mrs . Rebecca Peake who was convicted in 1835 of the murder by arsenic
poisoning of her stepson Ephraim Peake .

An account of the trial of Mrs . Rebecca Peake was published in Montpelier, VT in 183 6
and a copy is in the Vermont Historical Society Library . Mrs. Peake was defended by two
prominent lawyers from Montpelier who pleaded insanity, but she was convicted of murder
by the jury after an hour's deliberation, and sentenced to be hanged in February, 1836 . A
brief note at the end of the book states that she died in Chelsea jail of ulcers of the throa t
about two weeks before the date of the hanging . Her age and maiden name are not given in
the book, but witnesses (including her sister) stated that both her parents as well as one siste r
died insane . The doctor declared that she had long been subject to headaches . A neighbor
said that she was a woman of no education, and "had not so strong a mind as some " .
However, many neighbors testified that they had never seen any signs of insanity, and it wa s
suggested that it was feigned when it might serve her purpose .

George W . Peake 's father was Jonathan Peak (no "e") who lived in Randolph near th e
Village of East Bethel . George was born in Randolph in 1819 to Jonathan and his second
wife, then Rebecca Cumins .

The local change from Peak to Peake was apparently made during George W . 's lifetime ,
judging by tombstone inscriptions .

George W . Peake of Randolph was married to Mary C . Stoddard of Brookfield on Jan .
26, 1843 . She was a daughter of Solomon Stoddard and his wife Marcy (or Marcia )
Buckland . Mary C . Stoddard was known as Charlana .

George Peake was a farmer on the top of East Hill, which is a long climb up from Eas t
Brookfield Village . His house is no longer there, but I know its location from the 185 8
Orange County map and the 1877 Beer 's Atlas. It was not far from the old Baptist Churc h
(now gone) and the East Hill Cemetery . The children of George and Charlana Peake (a s
taken from school and cemetery records plus tombstones) included Lucien, Marthaett ,
Marcellus, Jeanette, Alice A ., Ameranzo J ., Abbie A ., George and Alathea .

There are no Peakes in Brookfield now, though there are some in Williamstown and Nor-
thfield, the adjacent towns to the north . There are no Peakes in Randolph or Bethel to th e
south .

PECK
Thomas Peck (1762-1826), (descendant of Joseph Peck who was baptized in Bessles, Suf-

field, England in 1587 and came from England to Boston with Gov . Eaton), was born in
Canterbury, Conn. and married Priscilla Howard of Woodstock, Conn . They settled in
Brookfield in 1789 and in 1790 built a house on a farm one mile north of Pond Village, late r
known as the Cassius Peck Place . Their four children, all born on the Peck farm, were :
Thomas who graduated from UVM and became an Episcopal minister ; Sarah who married
Homer Hatch and had five children ; Almira who never married and died at the Peck farm ;
and Reuben.

Reuben Peck (1799-1885), son of Thomas and Priscilla, married 1st Hannah G . Edson
(1806-1860), a direct descendant of John and Priscilla Alden, and daughter of Amasa an d
Hannah (Morton) Edson; 2nd (name unknown); and3rd Mrs .-Eunice-Williams . Reuben-an d
Hannah had: Marcus; Aurelia (1836-1867) who married George May and had one daughter ,
Jennie, who married John Brown and lived in Kansas ; Cassius ; and Marshall (1846-1876)
who was a missionary in India and married Nellie Nelson .

Marcus ("Mark") Peck (1834-1905), son of Reuben and Hannah (Edson) Peck, was bor n
in Brookfield, Vt . He received his secondary education at Barre and Newbury Seminary . In
his late adolescence he taught school in Brookfield and surrounding towns . Then he began
selling hay forks which he continued to do until he took over the management of the "For k
Shop" under the name of Peck, Clark & Co . He later added the manufacture of rakes, hoe s
and cant hooks. He traveled over New England and New York selling his wares and much
enjoyed the contacts and friends he made . At one time he was much interested in cheese fac-
tories, owning several in different parts of the State and one in Brookfield . In the latter part
of his life he became the owner of several farms in surrounding towns where he spent muc h
of his time . He was elected Town Representative and County Senator by the Republican s
and while in the Legislature served on many important committees . A charter member of
Mystic Star Lodge No . 97 F. & A.M. of Brookfield, he filled nine terms as Worshipfu l
Master . He was Deacon and Trustee for many years in the Second Congregational Churc h
and took a great interest in all community improvements . In 1859 he married 1st Mary E. ,
(

	

-1872) daughter of Erastus and Mary (Brown) Wilcox, who bore him four children :



Reuben Peck 1799-1885. Founder of Peck, Clark & Co. of Brookfield, Vt. MarriedHannah Edson
who predeceased him . Remarried twice . His family were of Connecticut origin .

Hannah Edson (Mrs. Reuben Peck) died 1860. First wife of Reuben Peck. Mother of Cassius b .
3-3-1842, Marcus b. 6-26-1834-d. 5-17-1905, Marshal b . 1846-1876.

Marcus Peck (1834-1905) son of Reuben (Tun. 26-May 17) born in Brookfield, Vermont. Attended
Newbury (Vt.) Acad. Took over Peck, Clark & Co. First wife—Mary E. Wilcox. Second
wife—Adeline Abbott Wheatley.

Adeline (Abbott) (Wheatley) 2nd wife of Marcus b . 6-10-1835 d. 9-5-1911 . No children by this
union . Previous marriage, son George b . 1858, d. 1881 (Wheatley) .

	

-

Jessie who died in infancy; Bessie F . who died when eleven years old ; Mary Estell a
("Stella"), who married Arthur Lyman of Rutland, Vt ., had Floyd, George and Elearnor
and died in 1899 at age thirty-three ; and Marcia L . In 1873 Marcus married 2nd Mrs . Adeline
M . (Abbott) Wheatley (1835-1911), widow of George Wheatley, by whom she had had one
child, George O . Wheatley (1858-1881) . Marcus Peck suffered a stroke while driving with
horse and buggy to Northfield on a business trip with his brother Cassius and died at home i n
Brookfield about ten days later .
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Marcia L . Peck (1871-1950), youngest daughter of Marcus and Mary Elizabeth (Wilcox )
Peck, was born in Brookfield, attended the local schools and then went to Randolph Hig h
School . She married Dr . Merton L. Griswold (1868-1945) in 1894, one year after he ha d
graduated from Amherst and while he was still studying medicine at the University of Ver-
mont in Burlington . Marcia Peck 's bridesmaids were cousins, Jenny and Edith Peck an d
Winifred Parmenter Sprague . At the conclusion of his studies they moved to Uxbridge ,
Mass. where he took over the practice of a Dr. Patridge . Marcia died in Uxbridge and is
buried there in the family plot .

In 1974, Merton L . Griswold Jr . M.D. said he believed the only surviving immediat e
descendants of Marcus Peck were his brother Stanley who was living in Rockland, Maine ;
himself; and a granddaughter of Stella Peck Lyman who was living in San Francisco . Mrs .
Caddow had one unmarried son living there . Stanley had a son John, an Episcopal
clergyman living in Walpole who had four sons, and a daughter Marcia residing on the Cap e
in Massachusetts and had a daughter and a son . Merton L . Griswold Jr . married Mary Vic-
toria Stevens in Plainfield, N .J . in 1936 and had three children, Ann, Victoria and Peter an d
one granddaughter, Germaine, born in 1972 to Peter and JoAnn (Seneca) Griswold .

Cassius Peck (1842-19 ), son of Reuben and Hannah (Edson) Peck, was born in
Brookfield and died in Burlington . He served in the Civil War as Sergeant in Burdan' s
Sharpshooters Co F and received a Congressional Medal of Honor for distinguished braver y
in capturing single handed a cannon and 16 prisoners . After the war he married Luna
Sprague and lived on the Peck farm, where their eleven children were born . He represented
the Town in the Legislature and also served as Senator. He was prominent in work for th e
Grange, The Grand Army of The Republic, Eastern Star, Masons and in the Congregational
Church, of which both Mr . and Mrs . Peck were members . He was appointed by the Gover-
nor to select and place a State monument on the Gettysburg Battlefield . He served as Trustee
of The University of Vermont, a Trustee of The Soldier 's Home in Bennington and was Ex-
pert Supervisor of The Morgan Horse Farm in Vergennes, and it was largely through his per-
sistent efforts that the breeding of Morgan horses was brought back to Vermont .

Luna Sprague Peck was the daughter of Asa and Mary Sprague of East Brookfield an d
was very proud of her Keith Scotch blood . She was a graduate of The Orange County Gram-
mar School and taught before her marriage . With all her home duties she found time to tak e
an active part in all town affairs, and held many local offices . She was State Lecturer in th e
Grange. She won many prizes with her poetry, and her poems were published in various
papers and magazines . As she was an ardent worker for temperance it was considered a grea t
joke in her family when she attended a Woman 's Christian Temperance meeting in Rutlan d
and stayed at the Bardwell Hotel where the Brewers Association was holding a convention a t
the same time and kept the W .C .T.U. ladies awake all night with their carousing . She cas t
the first vote on school matters in the town of Brookfield and was severely criticized for be-
ing so unwomanly as to attend a town meeting .

Cassius Peck moved to Burlington in 1897 to educate his children . He had the position of
Supt . of the State Experiment Farm as long as he lived . He was also Supt . of the College
buildings and grounds . Luna Peck died September 6, 1906, the same day that Presiden t
McKinley was shot . This was a double blow to Cassius as the President was a personal
friend. Cassius married 2nd Alice Gaylord from Brookfield . There were no children of this
marriage.

The eleven children of Cassius and Luna were : 1 : Mary Amelia married Carlos Shaw and
had twin boys : Arthur drowned in boyhood ; Alden married and had five children . 2.
Almeda died in childhood . 3 . Marshall married Fannie Knapp . No children . 4. Jennie mar-
ried Arthur Flint, son of Martin Flint of West Brookfield . One adopted daughter, Ruth ,
married Melbourne Gallop and had Nancy, Robert and Ann . 5 . Edith married Charles A .
Bigelow of East Brookfield and had one daughter, Dorothy who married William Savage
and had five daughters . 6 . Cassius married Lillian Valentine and had one daughter, Louise ,
who married David Mason and had one child . Cassius married 2nd Katharine Field . No
children. 7. Florence died in babyhood . 8. Marcus and Mildred (twins), Marcus marrie d
Isabelle MacKay and had two children : Robert married, no children; Isabelle . 9 . Mildre d
married Henry Blackburn and had : Marshall who died in boyhood, Arthur, and one
daughter who died at birth . 10. Arthur married 1st Frances Harkness and had Samuel . Ar-
thur married 2nd Vivian McKay, no children . 11 . Bessie married Benjamin Fenner and ha d
three children: Keith married Stella Kruger and had three children ; Janet married Hughey Ir-
win; and John married Dorothy Harsted . Marshall was the only child of Cassius who made
his home in Brookfield, living on the farm that was known as The Blanchard Place . In 1941 ,
six of Cassius Peck 's children were living, as follows : Jennie-Mrs . Arthur Flint, in
Thomaston, Conn . ; Cassius in Portland, Ore . ; Marcus in Pittsburgh, Pa . ; Mildred-Mrs .
Henry Blackburn, in Syracuse, N .Y.; Arthur in San Francisco; and Bessie-Mrs . Benjamin
Fenner, in Portland, Oregon .

25 6



Reuben Peck, founder of Peck, Clark & Company . Hannah (Edson), first wife of Reuben Peck .
Marcus Peck, son of Reuben and Hannah . Adeline (Abbott-Wheatley), second wife of Marcus .
Family grouping, showing Cassius Peck, at left, and his wife, Luna seated at far right . Cassius was
eldest son of Reuben and Hannah . Standing, Jane Flint, Cassius Jr., Charles Bigelow and Mary
Aurelia. Seated at center is Edith Peck (Bigelow) with daughter Dorothy . The other children are not
identified.

(Courtesy M. L. Griswold)

REED
by Shirley B . Wheatley

Jonathan Reed, a veteran of the Revolutionary War, with his wife, Polly and two smal l
children moved to Brookfield from Rehoboth, Mass . around 1785 . One son named Andrus
married Polly Adams in 1815 and they owned a tannery in town which was wiped out by a
flood . He then turned to farming .

William F . Reed, son of Andrus, married Emily Gale and they purchased the farm sout h
of the Williamstown Gulf in 1888 after having owned a place in Williamstown for a shor t
time. They moved to the farm the day their son Albert was 13 years old . Albert later marrie d
Mary Adams and carried on the Reed farm until he sold it to Sidney and Ethel Allen in 1939 .

Albert Reed represented the Town of Brookfield in the Legislature in 1906 . He also was a
lister, and a selectman for 17 years .

Albert Reed's daughter, Ruby, married Arthur Churchill Bennett and they farmed on th e
Bennett farm which was in the Lamson School district . Ruby Reed Bennett's daughter ,
Shirley, married Wayne Wheatley, a 6th generation Wheatley, and her two sons, Stanley an d
Alan, are the 7th generation Reeds living in Brookfield .
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Family group in front of their home in East Brookfield, now owned by Richard Bott . Standing:
Albert, Azro, and Presson Reed. Albert, "Bert" was selectman for many years and "fret" was road
commissioner. Seated are Emma Reed Ford, Mrs. Emily Reed, their mother, and Ina Reed
(Presson 's wife) . The father, William Fletcher Reed (1829-1893) was a lifelong resident of
Brookfield. His father, Andrus, owned a tannery in Brookfield, which was wiped out in a flood .

(Courtesy Ralph Perkins)

SMITH
E .P. Wild mentions Capt . Josiah Smith and four of his sons, Josiah, Solomon, Sylvanu s

and Paul, as settlers of Brookfield . He also mentioned Abraham Smith as a pioneer in settle -
ment around Ayers' Brook and living there for more than forty years . A map of Lots copied
in 1818 by John Smith, who died October 14, 1863 in Brookfield at age 82, shows Olive r
Smith as proprietor of Lot 1 in Range 3, Lot 8 in Range 8 and Lot 4 in Range 14 . An Olive r
Smith (1766-1845) was said to be brother of Joseph, who was father of Sophia Smith . The
same map shows John Smith as proprietor of Lots 10 & 11 in Range 3 and Lot 8 in Range 14 .

Capt . Josiah Smith (1730-1800), son of John4, (1684-1761) came from So . Hadley, MA in
1785 and settled on West St . where Wallace Colt lived in later years, north of the big house
and where Gerard and Melanie LaRocque live in 1987 . He and his wife, Catherine Judd
(1728-1798), 10th child of Thomas and Hannah (Bascom) Judd, had other children beside s
Josiah, Solomon, Sylvanus and Paul, some of whom settled in other Vermont towns .

Josiah Smith Jr . (1756-1823), a Lieutenant in the Revolution, came in 1788 from So .
Hadley, MA. and first lived near "Mr . O. Perrin's present residence", where Ralph Lamson
lives at south end of Ridge Road in 1987 . He and his wife, Persis Smith of So . Hadley, wh o
died March 14, 1840 at age 79, had twelve children : Josiah, Alanson, Horatio (Oratio) ,
Elias, Abigail, Sylvester, Persis, Loren, Miriam, Mary (Polly), Sophia, and Catherine Judd .

Solomon Smith (1764-1846) came in 1790 and settled on the J .B . Lyman place on West
St., the big house at the west end of the cross road where Henry Colt, Wallace Colt, the n
Dan Chase later lived and which in 1987 is for sale by Don Burow . Solomon first married
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