
CHAPTER V .

The organization of the town, and it s
municipal history until the year 1790 .

The charter of each township authoriz -
ed the inhabitants to organize as a town ,
without any further application to, or per -
mission from, the Legislature, wheneve r
their number and resources were suffi-
cient to warrant such a step . It was only
necessary for a petition signed by four
respectable freeholders of the propose d
town to be presented to a justice in a
neighboring town, who immediatel y
issued the requisite warning, or gave of-
ficial permission to one of the freeholder s
to issue it .

The petition for the municipa l
organization of Brookfield is not record-
ed, as is the case with some other writing s
which it would seem ought to have a
place in the archives of the town . This
fact, together with the appearance of th e
book, including orthography, &c, would
lead to the conclusion that the people, fo r
the first few years of the municipal ex-
istence, made choice for Town Clerk of a
not remarkably capable man. The first
record is the warning itself, which, wit h
the account of the meeting, I quote ver-
batim, though on account of sundry or-
thographical and other blunders, I shal l
decline quoting it either literatim o r
punctuatim-

Norwich, March 4th, A .D. 1785
This is to notify and warn the in-

habitants of the town of Brookfield tha t
they meet at the house of Mr. Shubae l
Cross in said town,atnine o'clock in th e
morning on the 18th day of March ins-
tant :

1st . To choose a Moderator to gover n
said meeting .

2dly. To choose Town officers for the
ensuing year.

3dly. To transact any other busines s
that may be thought proper on said day.

Peter Olcott, Justice of Peace

Brookfield, March 18th, A .D. 1785
At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of

the town ,
1st . Mr. Caleb Martin was chose n

Moderator to govern said meeting.
2dly. Timothy Cowles was chose n

Town Clerk for the ensuing year .
3dly. William Wakefield, Lieut .

Nathaniel Humphrey, and Hezekiah

Gaylord were chosen Selectmen for th e
ensuing year .

4thly. Jonathan Pierce was chosen
Treasurer for the ensuing year .

5thly. Amasa Hyde was chosen Con-
stable for the ensuing year .

6thly . Nathan Roberts, Edmond Ames ,
and Amos Humphrey were chosen Lister s
for the ensuing year .

7thly . Amasa Hyde was chosen Collec-
tor for the ensuing year .

8thly . Nathaniel Humphrey was chosen
Grandjuryman for the ensuing year .

9thly. Nathan Roberts was chose n
Tithingman for the ensuing year .

10thly. Ebenezer Stratton, Lieut. John
Lyman, Jonas Howard, and Amasa Hyde
were chosen surveyors of highways fo r
the ensuing year.

11thly. Hezekiah Gaylord was chose n
Sealer of weights and measures for the
ensuing year.

12thly Shubael Cross and Lieut .
Nathaniel Humphrey were chosen Fence
viewers for the ensuing year .

13thly . Voted, that a committee of
three men be chosen to assist the Select-
men in laying out the highways .

14thly . Voted, and chose Oliver
Hamblin, Shubael Cross, and Lieut . John
Lyman for said committee .

15thly. Voted, that men shall have four
shillings per day for work on the highways
this year .

16thly. Voted, that thirty pounds in
money be raised for repairing the
highways the present year .

17thly._V_oted, that the town build two
pounds on the last Monday of May next ;
that is, one on the Branch and one on th e
hill .

18thly. Voted, and chose William
Carley and Timothy Cowles poun d
keepers for the ensuing year .

19thly. Voted, that a committee o f
three men be chosen to take care of the
school lot in behalf of the town .

20thly. Voted, and chose Lieut . John
Lyman, Philip Ingram, and Hezekiah
Gaylord for said committee .

2lstly . Voted, that this committee be
empowered to let out the school lot to th e
best advantage for the town that they can .

22d1y . Voted, and chose Timoth y
Cowles Justice of Peace for said town.

23dly . Voted, that this meeting stand
adjourned till the second Monday of Apri l
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Timothy Cowles, Town Clerk

At the adjourned meeting held in April ,
provision was made for the purchase o f
record books—also it was voted "that the
town raise a tax of ten pounds in grain a t
the market price to defray town charges
for the present year ." A vote was passed
"that the swine be confined from th e
tenth day of May to the tenth of
November next ."

In August following it becam e
necessary to warn a meeting to decide
whether the town should be represented
in the County Convention of that year ;
and if so to elect a delegate. At thi s
meeting, August 18th, it was voted "that
this town send a delegate to sit in the
Convention of this County at Newbury o n
the last day of this instant : and Shubae l
Cross was accordingly chosen . It was also
voted "that this town hold their Town an d
Freeman's meetings the present year on e
half of the time at the dwelling house of
Shubael Cross, and the other half at the
house of Timothy Cowles Esq . in said
Brookfield . "

No Freeman's meeting was held i n
1785 .

Among the most curious specimens of
the literature of eighty years ago is a list
of Cattlemarks of the proprietors, the
necessity of which will readily b e
understood when we reflect that prior to
the invention of well-fenced pastures, al l
cattle were allowed to run at large . Rathe r
as a matter of curiosity than because th e
record possesses any practical value a t
the present day, I insert entire the firs t
record of cattle-marks, which was
adopted by the several owners in 1786 .

Timothy Cowles' mark-a halfpenny on
the underside of the right ear .

Noah Paine's do-.=a square crop off the
end of the right ear.

Philip Ingram's do .-a square crop of f
the left ear.

William Wakefield's do .-a halfpenny o n
the underside of the left ear .

John O. Waterman's do.-a square crop
off the left ear and a halfpenny under the
same .

Phineas Tyler's do .-a square crop off
the left ear and a slit in the end of the
right ear .

Asa Huntington's do .-two halfpennie s
under the right ear.

Benjamin Hyde's do .-a swallow tail in
the end of the right ear.

Capt. Shubael Cross' do .-a swallow tai l
in the end of the left ear.

Amos Humphrey's do.-a square crop

off the right ear and two slits in the under -
side of the same .

Ebenezer Stratton's do .-a square crop
off the left ear and a swallow tail in th e
end of the right ear .

Nathaniel Humphrey's do .-a slit in the
end of the right ear .

Nathaniel Humphrey Jr .'s do.-a slit in
the end of the left ear .

Hezekiah Gaylord's do .-a piece taken
off the right ear with a gouge.

Amasa Bigelow's do.-a hole in the left
ear and a halfpenny under the right ear .

Timothy Bigelow's do.-a square cro p
off the right ear and a halfpenny on th e
upper side of the same.

Zelotes Bigelow's do .-a square crop off
the left ear and a slit in the end of th e
right ear with a halfpenny under th e
same .

Walker Martin's do.-a square crop off
the left ear and a slit in the end of th e
right ear with a halfpenny on the uppe r
side of the same .

David Bigelow's do .-a square crop off
the end of the left ear and a slit in the en d
of the same .

These records of cattle marks are con-
tinued for several years, even down to
1816, when the custom appears to hav e
fallen into disuse .

The first town meeting held in 1786.
was the annual meeting in March . The
town officers chosen for the year ensuing
were as follows :

Town Clerk, Timothy Cowle s
Selectmen, William Wakefield, Abe l

Lyman, and Caleb Martin .
Treasurer, Timothy Cowles
Constable, Noah Paine
Juryman, Edward Ainsworth
Tithingmen, John Paine and Jonatha n

Pierce
Listers, Philip Ingram, Nathaniel Hum-

phrey Jr., and John O. Waterman
Collector, Noah Pain e
Sealer of weights and measures,

Timothy Cowles
Hog haywards, Jonas Howard, Elijah

Wakefield, and Philip Ingram Jr .
Fence-viewers, Nathaniel Humphrey

and Benjamin Howard
Pound-keepers, Philip Ingram and Ed-

ward Ainswort h
Surveyors of highways, John Lyman ,

Phineas Tyler, Jonas Howard, and
Jonathan Pierc e

At this meeting it was voted "that thi s
town will hire some preaching for the pro-
duce of the earth after the next harvest ."
This was the first action taken by the tow n
to secure preaching, and the people ap-
pear to have been either very moderate i n
their desires or limited in their resources ;
for the above mentioned vote was follow -

next, to meet at the house of Lieut. John
Lyman in said town at nine o'clock in th e
morning.
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The now long-gone Woodman Hall, on the west side of the road through Pond Village, about op-
posite Mrs. Keyes ' home. The barn beyond it belonged with the McDerment house, now Do n
Sanders '.

	

(Courtesy Alice Keyes)

Eli Bigelow
Timothy Bigelow
Paul Daviso n
Oliver Durke e
Josiah Smith
Simeon Rood

ed by another to the effect "that we hir e
three months ." In pursuance of this ac-
tion Timothy Cowles, Caleb Martin, an d
Abel Lyman were chosen as a committee
"to look up a minister for the above pur-
pose." It was also decided that the tow n
would raise the amount of twenty pounds
for the purpose of supporting preaching ;
said amount to be paid in wheat at th e
market price .

There is recorded a list of the Freeme n
in Brookfield at the time of the abov e
mentioned meeting, which is the earlies t
list on record, and which though probably
incomplete is subjoined, as it will affor d
some idea of the inhabitants of the tow n
at that time .
Amasa Hyde

	

Philip Ingram
Jonathan Pierce

	

Philip Ingram Jr .
John O. Waterman Jerome Hutchinson
Selah Alvord Solomon Smith
Ebenezer Stratton Edmond Ames
Edward Ainsworth Oliver Hambli n
John Paine

	

Stephen Bigelow
Noah Paine

	

John Alvord
Elijah Wakefield

	

Nathaniel Humphrey
Amos Humphrey

	

Nathaniel Humphrey
Jr.

Benjamin Hyde

	

Jonas Howard
Timothy Cowles

	

John Howard
Caleb Martin

	

Phineas Tyle r
Abel Lyman

	

Amasa Bigelow

Shubael Cross
Ichabod Carley
Thomas McKnigh t
C. Davis
Josiah Bigelow
Nathaniel Cushman
Jr .
Walker Martin

	

David Bigelow
Reuben Adams

	

Daniel Kingsbury
In 1786 the town was first represente d

in the Legislature by Jonathan Pierce who
was elected in May. At a meeting in Oc-
tober a vote was passed "that there be a
petition sent to the General Assembly fo r
a tax of two pence on the acre for the pur -
pose of building a meeting house" ; and
the Representative elect was instructed to
report to the Assembly that "it is the opi-
nion of this town that the new survey o f
the outlines of the town shall stand and b e
established, as surveyed by the Surveyor
General ."

The annual meeting of the year 1787
was held March 20th, at which time it was
voted "that the town hire four months
preaching this year between the first o f
May and the first of November next" . Also
"that the town raise twenty five pounds i n
wheat at five shillings per bushel for th e
above purpose . " A committee was ap-
pointed to provide a minister, and this
was probably the first preaching that was
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had in town for any considerable time .
The first movement was also made at this
meeting towards dividing the town int o
districts, of which a more complete ac-
count will hereafter be given.

Although the number of inhabitants in
the town had been rapidly increasing fo r
some years, and the number of families a t
this time must have exceeded forty five;
yet no church was organized until Jul y
1787, and this seems to have been th e
most important event of that year . The
records do not show who preached durin g
this and the previous year ; but it was pro-
bably Rev . Elijah Brainerd of Randolph ,
where it seems a church had been
gathered some time previously to this .
From this time forward preaching was
sustained during a part of every year unti l
the settlement of Mr . Lyman in 1789 . In
December, 1787, a vote was carried t o
the effect that the center of the town be
found for the purpose of fixing upon a
spot to build a meeting-house; a method
of reconciling differences of opinion, no t
resorted to in later years . About this time
Mr. Washburn of Royalton received an in-
vitation to preach in Brookfield, and com-
plied for a short time .

Whether the above action resulte d
soon in the erection of a meeting house i s
not ascertained . It is certain, however ,
that within a few years of this time a
meeting house was erected near where
Mr. William Walbridge now lives, by n o
means near the center of the town, bu t
which may have resulted from a subse-
quent vote. The frame of this building i s
still standing, being the barn a few rod s
southeast from Mr. Cook's carriage shop .
There is so much difficulty in fixing date s
and arranging coincidences in these earl y
events that certainty cannot in all case s
be attained. It is probable that the hous e
just described was not built till about the
year 1790 and that meetings, both
secular and religiouswere previously to
that held in private dwellings .

At the annual meeting in March 1788 ,
it was voted "that we give Mr. Elijah
Lyman a call to settle in this town as our
minister ." There seems to have been a
special meeting held soon after this t o
settle the preliminaries of the call to Mr .
Lyman . It was then voted "to offer to Mr .
Elijah Lyman sixty pounds in addition to
the minister's right, as conditions of set-
tlement ; to be paid in wheat, beef, o r
pork, to be paid in one year after his set-
tlement . " The call following this action
was favorably received by Mr . Lyman, and
in the following spring he was ordained .

During the next year some littl e
discord appears to have arisen among th e
inhabitants of Brookfield regarding the

location of a meeting house, and the
place for holding meetings. This bade
fairly for a while to cause a division of th e
town, but was finally settled amicably .

A perusal of the following specimen s
of the ancient records will perhaps be in-
teresting, and the custom indicated by the
former ones might be profitably revived
at the present day .

"October 3d, A.D . 1785. Philip Ingram
Jr. convicted of a breach of Sabbath com-
mitted the 20th day of July-convicted
before Timothy Cowles, Justice o f
Peace . "

"August 19th, A .D. 1788. Asahel Tyler
convicted of a breach of the Holy Sabbath
committed the 20th day of July—con-
victed before Timothy Cowles, Justice o f
Peace . "

"To either constable of Brookfield i n
Orange County—greeting.

Whereas it appears to us that Joh n
Sergent and Elizabeth his wife and thei r
children are in danger of becomin g
chargeable to this town by reason of
mismanagement and bad husbandry i n
that said John Sergent-

These are therefore in the name and by
the authority of the trust reposed in us, to
warn the said John Sergent, his wife an d
children to depart out of this town
without any delay, or they will answer an y
neglect at their peril, and make du e
returns to us according to law.

Dated at Brookfield this 6th day of July
A.D . 1785

William Wakefield
Nathaniel Humphrey

Selectmen
"The above written instrument was

read in the presence of the family of th e
said John Sergent as attested b y

Amasa Hyde, Constable .
State of Vermont
Orange County S S

To Mr. Phineas Tyler of Brookfield i n
said County—greeting.

"Whereas from the best information
and evidence it is apparent that John
Howard of said Brookfield is in danger o f
reducing himself and family to absolute
want by idleness, mismanagement, and
bad husbandry ; you are, therefore, in pur-
suance of a law of this State and this you r
appointment for that purpose, em-
powered, obliged, and most earnestly re-
quired to order and direct said John in th e
management of his business, and see that
he uses every prudent measure to provid e
for and furnish his family with necessar y
food and the comforts of life, and no
bargain or contract he may make will b e
considered valid in law without you judg e
the same conducive to his interest . And



i e
le

> e

Is

n -

The Fork Shop, with its attached foundry, the general store with upstairs apartment, and the house
now owned by Jack Russell, all on the west side of the Pond Village main street .

(Courtesy Edson Bigelow)

this your appointment to continue in
force for the space of one month from this
date . "
Brookfield, July 25th, 1786 .

William Wakefield
Abel Lyman

Caleb Marti n
Selectmen

The Grand List of the town is given i n
the records for only two years of th e
period embraced in this chapter. In those
years it was as follows :

1787 - L 1021 10 s
1789 - L 1302 5 s

During these five years the town steadi-
ly increased in wealth and population ,
and in 1790 had risen to a position of con -
siderable importance in the affairs of
County and State . -

	

-
It is not surprising that, at the time

when the invasions of the Indians were so
frequent and so much feared, false alarm s
often occurred in various places . We can
hardly censure the settlers for sufferin g
their imagination in such a time of peri l
to run away with their judgment and
reason. Still in some instances their fear s
and actions seem to us almost to borde r
on the ludicrous. It is related of Mrs .
Oliver Hamblin, whose family was one of
the first to settle in town, that having had
her fears previously excited by Indian
stories, she was one night aroused b y
noises which seemed to proceed from a
field near the dwelling where were some
log-heaps in process of burning. She
heard occasionally low explosive sounds

resembling the snapping of green cor n
before a fire . These her excited mind
readily interpreted as such, and imagina-
tion supplied from the darkness the
dusky forms of several Indians holding a
feast, as she supposed, preparatory to an
attack upon the house . In all the wret-
chedness of suspense the family waited
till morning, when daylight revealed thei r
error, and restored them to wonted com-
posure.

On another occasion Mrs . Grover ,
whose family lived on the height of land
where Mr . Williams now lives, seeing a
bear approach the hog-pen, seized a fire-
brand, the men of the family being all ab-
sent, and ran out to frighten the anima l
away. By her exertions she effectually
kept Bruin at bay until daylight when h e
found-it prudent to decamp .

As an illustration of the comparativ e
value of land in those days it is related
that Amasa Hyde bought a farm of fift y
acres (which was a part of the land now
owned by Mr. Sprague Arnold) at th e
novel price of a single gun for the fift y
acres .

The first instance of conversion in
Brookfield was that of Mr . Jonathan
Pierce, who in 1787 became alarmed a t
an earthquake, and this circumstance not
much later led to his conversion . The cir-
cumstances of this event were so
remarkable as to render it an importan t
occurrence, and well worthy of notice .

There exists at the present day on the
premises of Mr . William M. Alvord, a
remarkable relic of the period of whic h

n
1-
d
> f

h

i f

n

2 7



this chapter treats ; viz., a plank hewn
from a basswood log . Mr. Alvord aver s
this to have been fashioned seventy o r
seventy-five years ago by his uncle Sela h
Alvord, and as an ancient relic it is truly
worth preserving .

The following bear story is related by
Dea. Silas Hall : "About the year 1787 ; on
a dark night, the family of Mr . Abel
Lyman was aroused by an unusual noise
and commotion proceeding from the hog-
pen, in which were an old sow and a fin e
litter of pigs. My mother, then a smal l
girl, and living with Uncle Abel was
among the first to be awakened, spring-
ing for a light and shouting "the bears,
the bears ." The whole family soon starte d
for the pen, and as they approached ,
torch in hand, an enormous bear leape d
from the enclosure and disappeared i n
the surrounding forest . But Bruin had
made sad havoc among the porkers . The
old sow and all the pigs but two were kill -
ed. These they secured from a second at-
tack in the cellar of the old log house, an d
brought them up by hand ; in due time
they became lusty hogs . My mother, wh o
repeated this story a thousand times t o
her children and grandchildren, used t o
add that the next day she and Uncle Abel
placed the old sow on a board and each
taking an end carried her into the woods ,
setting a trap, hoping for a second visi t
from the bear, but they never saw he r
again.

During one season there was a grea t
scarcity of provisions among the peopl e
on the hill, while the inhabitants of th e
Branch were for some reason more abun-
dantly supplied . About this time Mr.
Thompson of Chelsea occasionally
preached in this town, who was known to
his acquaintances as a very eccentri c
man, two of whose prominent idiosyn-
crasies were a passionate fondness for od -
dity, and a never-failing ability to adap t
himself to whatever circumstances migh t
surround him. One Sabbath during the
season mentioned above, he entered th e
pulpit and announced as his text, Job 30 :
4, "Who cut up mallows by the bushes ,
and juniper-roots for their meat," from
which he preached an eloquent and
pathetic sermon . This sermon was not
without its effect, for the Branch people ,
perceiving how appropriate was the
theme to the inhabitants of the hill, were
wicked enough to slacken the curb o f
their visible organs, while the members o f
the audience who had felt the effects o f
the dearth, were much exasperated,
thinking their clerical tormentor had
been incited to the act by their more for-
tunate neighbors .

A good story is told of Timothy

Cowles, the first Justice of Peace in th e
town—which, however, proves him no
worse but less fortunate than his
townsmen . Soon after his appointment t o
that station, and while its effects upon hi s
vanity were still noticeable, he was in-
vited to attend a "raising" or similar
gathering on the Branch . Of course, be-
ing one of the chief dignitaries, he must
shine in all the finery possible—so having
borrowed a fine blue surtout of Mr . David
Bigelow, he set out for the rendezvous of
the day. As a matter of course, spirits ,
material, if not immaterial, performed
their part in the exercise, and the Squire ,
in defiance of his oath to use his authorit y
in preserving the public peace, soon
found his honored self, (if he succeeded
in finding himself at all) in a situatio n
more promotive of disturbance than of
peace. But his humiliation did not end
here. Fortunately no event transpired a t
the gathering which demanded his of-
ficial services, and he with others com-
menced his homeward journey. But from
one of those unexpected and violent im-
pulses of gravitation, such as are occa-
sionally experienced by weak-braine d
mortals, the poor Squire in crossing a
bridge, suddenly encountered at the
same moment the most univoca l
evidence of his unsound condition, and a
large quantity of mud and water . He,
however, regained a would-be perpen-
dicular position, and resumed his walk . In
ascending a steep hill his shoe became
loose and he sat down to re-buckle it ; but
his mind had not complete control of his
body, which insisted upon assuming th e
sitting posture with the feet upward, i n
consequence of which he realized a se-
cond collision 'with Mother Earth. This
seems to have been one of those
mysterious occurrences, by which, at th e
expense of one individual, and that in-
dividual not always the most guilty, a
salutary lesson is conveyed to a party of
evil-doers .

The Squire 's emotions, together with
the feelings of the no more sober bu t
more fortunate men about him are less
describable than imaginable . Suffice it to
say that his vanity was humbled, his day' s
enjoyment spoiled, and the borrowe d
blue overcoat, the pride of the occasion ,
utterly ruined .

About the year 1790, Prince Edward o f
England passed through Vermont on his
way from Montreal to Boston, and som e
of our hardy Green Mountain fathers, wh o
gloried in their wonted freedom fro m
such intrusions, found an opportunity fo r
the first time of looking upon an embodi-
ment of royalty . This prince was the son
of that shallow-brained bigot, George III ,
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and if a tithe of the accounts of him are
correct, he was in opinion and demeanor
a son after his father 's own heart, whil e
his mental endowments and mora l
capacities were not of a sufficiently high
character to revolutionize the intellectua l
and ethical worlds . At any rate, his
ridiculous apprehensions, his efforts a t
wit, and his behavior, which, but for hi s
clever obtuseness, might have been term-
ed shameless effrontery, made him the
butt of many a merry jest on the part of
the people among whom he travelled . I t
was only a few years after the close of the
war, and doubtless the royal family were
still somewhat sensitive on the subject o f
American affairs . Possessed with the idea
that all American people retained a like
hostility of feeling, the prince desired t o
use every precaution against poison o r
assassination, manifesting in his inter-
course with Vermonters a most ludicrous
timidity with regard to entrusting hi s
precious person to the tender mercy of
such barbarous communities as he sup-
posed our people to be . Attended for thi s
purpose by a considerable body-guard
(which might have made our mountain s
stare, had they not witnessed the motley
hordes to whom such salutary lessons
were taught by Allen and Warner in the
days of toryism) and a huge retinue o f
tasters, who should run the risk o f
poisoning themselves to preserve the lif e
of His Royal Highness, he passed through
Vermont, enjoying of course to the full ,
that hospitality for which our fathers wer e
noted, and which finally put to shame the
scruples of the royal upstart ; for,
discovering among the people no designs
against his life, he dismissed most of his
attendants to return to Canada. He
became more at home as he progressed
in his journey, and displayed con-
siderable familiarity with those whos e
hospitality he enjoyed. He even made

special exertions to appear witty, which ,
in a more astute person would probabl y
have resulted more satisfactorily . During
his stay at Judge Paine's in Williamstown ,
this show of facetiousness manifeste d
itself in the following remark addresse d
to Mrs. Paine: "I suppose, madam, yo u
here in the wilderness never read
anything but the Bible and Psalm Book."
"0 yes, we do," she rejoined; "we are
quite familiar with the writings of on e
Peter Pindar ." The withering keenness o f
the lady's repartee will be appreciated by
those who have read the scathing satires
on the royal family, which were circulated
over this signature during the reign o f
George III . From Judge Paine's the royal
visitor came into Brookfield and stopped
at the house of Mr. Abner Pride, a
shoemaker by trade, who lived in the nor-
thern part of the town . As he was on the
point of departing, full of familiarity an d
jovialty, he rudely stepped up to Mrs .
Pride and kissed her, whereat that lady
exhibited symptoms of indignation . The
prince perceiving this, remarke d
soothingly "0 never mind, you can now
tell your friends that you have had the
honor of being kissed by an Englis h
prince." "0 never mind" observed the ir-
ritated husband, as he summarily ejecte d
the uncivil scion of royalty by a smart
kick in the rear, "never mind, sir; you can
now go home and tell your friends tha t
you have had the honor of being kicked
out of doors by an American cobbler ."
These incidents well illustrate the feelin g
manifested by every loyal citizen of the
new-born Republic, and could only have
occurred where the noble principle of
"Equal Rights" had forced a denial of the
medieval doctrine that royalty is sacred ,
and engendered a wholesome contempt
for all aristocratic and monarchical in-
stitutions .
*see footnote page 5 8
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