
live in Braintree with their two children, Kristopher and Melissa . Amy works for the Ran-
dolph National Bank in Randolph and Mike works for IGA in Lebanon, New\Hampshire .

All three of the children graduated from Randolph High School and thus made it fou r
generations of the Ellis family to have attended that school .

Zita Glee, after graduation from Randolph High School in the teacher training cours e
taught in the old North Branch School in East Brookfield and the West Street School . In the
summer she took extra education courses at UVM . She married Rolfe Jacobs of Brookfiel d
in 1925 and they went to live in Springfield, Vermont where Rolfe worked for the Jones and
Lamson Machine Tool Co .

Their attachment to their family was so great however, that in late September of 1926, Zita
returned to Brookfield to have her first child . I was born October 5, 1926 in Brookfield an d
my mother died there on October 17, 1926 . Though my father subsequently remarried, I
have no brothers or sisters .

Adopted by my maternal grandparents, I grew up in Brookfield, graduated from Ran-
dolph High School and the University of Vermont with a B .A. degree in history . Erma and I
became the third generation of our family to attend UVM .

In 1950 I married Charles Ellis of Randolph who is a direct descendant of John Ellis o f
Sandwich, Massachusetts . We have lived in Massachusetts, Connecticut and for the past
twenty-one years in Pennsylvania where Charles, an aeronautical engineer, is a vice-
president of the Boeing-Vertol Company and I am the librarian in the local library . We also
have three children : Kathleen, an attorney in Baltimore, Maryland, John, a computer scien-
tist in San Francisco and Stephen a former army helicopter pilot who now works at MIT .
Stephen is married to Maria Bozzuto and they have one son, David . When Maria joined the
family, it gave us three aeronautical engineers and three graduates of MIT, Charles, Stephen
and Maria .

Today there is no Ellis family living in Brookfield but the name lives on through th e
granite memorial to " Our Doctor" on the small green by the church and I still own two acres
of the original Ellis land .

FISK(E)/GAGE
by Deborah MacAskill

It has been suggested that the origin of this family name was an occupational one . It was
probably derived from the word fisc or fisk, which meant a basket, particularly a mone y
basket . During Medieval days in Britain, the word "fisc" meant the King's treasury to which
the estates of rebels were forfeited . It is possible that the word was applied to the official who
recorded the forfeitures .

These notes were taken from a book of Williamson and Fisk families recorded by Betse y
W. Fisk and Adelle Loomis Fisk .

Clayton Blodgett Fisk and Adelle Loomis (sister of Jonah G . Loomis of West Brookfield ,
VT) were married Feb . 27, 1879 in Braintree, VT . Clayton was born in Cornwall, Vt . Jan.
18, 1847 and died July 23, 1915 . Adelle was born in Brookfield Aug . 23, 1856 and died Jan .
10, 1932 .

Their children, all born in Brookfield, were : Olive Lillian, born May 27, 1882, died April
29, 1935 ; Fred Clayton, born Dec . 12, 1888, died Jan . 10, 1971 ; Jessie Gladys, born Mar . 29 ,
1895, died Nov .--25, 1966 :

Olive married William Allen Gage of Crown Point, NY Oct. 24, 1904. Their children ,
both born in Crown Point, were : Harold Fisk Gage-June 18, 1906 ; Eugene Allen Gage-Jan .
15, 1909 .

Fred married Louise Edna Lamson Oct . 25, 1915 in Randolph, VT . Louise died Feb . 26 ,
1952. Their children, born in Burlington, VT, were : Miriam Louise-May 24, 1920 ; Barbara
Muriel-Mar . 24, 1924.

Fred married Edith M . Gage, Dec . 18, 1958.
Jessie never married . (see biographical sketch)

Biographical Sketch of Dr. Jessie Fisk(e) by Aaron MacAskill
Jessie Fisk was born in Brookfield in her parents' home on West Street on March 29, 1895 .

When Jessie was four years old she entered West Street School . She learned at an early age
how to ride and drive horses, so when her father started the Rural U .S . Mail Route in 1902
she drove for him . Jessie had four pets : a duck, a chicken, a sheep and a cat . She had fun
dressing up her cat in doll clothes .

Before finishing grammar school something happened which was the beginning of her in-
terest in botany . Her family was making plans to make exhibits for a fair . Since she did no t
like to cook or sew her father suggested making a seed exhibit . Jessie won first prize for her
exhibit of one hundred seeds .
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"Hamming it up!" Jessie Fiske and friend, on Green Trails lawn .
(Courtesy Deb MacAskill)

Jessie attended Brookfield Academy and finished her schooling at Randolph . In 1913 she
entered the University of Vermont and came home weekends and summers to help with th e
chores . At the University she specialized in botany . In 1917, four days after graduating fro m
the University of Vermont, she went to Toronto, Canada to study seeds . She then went on to
teach botany at Douglass College for Women . Douglass is part of Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, New Jersey . Jessie taught here until 1958 . On Founders Day, April 17, 1958, she
was honored with a Doctor of Science degree by Douglass College . Dr. Fisk also held the
post of Chairman of the Department of Biological Science for twenty years .

In 1932, Dr . Fisk started Green Trails, which is located in the center of Brookfield . Green
Trails began when Jessie invited four girls to her home in Brookfield for a mont h 's vacation .
All four of these girls were named Mary, so they were called the "Four Marys ." During thei r
vacation the girls rode Dr . Fisk ' s horses and swam off the floating bridge . The Benham
sisters, local town residents, cooked for the guests .

Two years after Dr. Fisk started Green Trails she bought the Haggett house, one hors e
barn, and about seventeen acres for the resort . This property is south of the original Fis k
house .

In 1935, Green Trails was opened to the general public . It could accomodate fifteen
guests . The Benham sisters provided the meals and dining room for the guests until Dr . Fisk
bought the Fork Shop in 1940 . After the death of one of the sisters, she bought the Benham
house (which was to be used as a guest house) . Dr . Fisk later bought two more barns, as wel l
as purchasing additional pastures .

Now for a little background on the Green Trails buildings . Jessie inherited the Fisk house
when her mother died . The Haggett house is believed to be one of the earlier houses in
Brookfield. Dr. Fisk found stenciling under about six layers of wallpaper in the southeas t
corner room of the Haggett house . This was believed to have been painted there by an artist
between 1810 and 1820. The Fork Shop was originally built in 1815 to be used as a factor y
where pitchforks were made .

Before Dr . Fisk retired, she wrote many bulletins on seeds and botany. She was also a
United States delegate to the International Seed Testing Congress in the Netherlands . She
joined many organizations and was an honored woman in many places . She is believed to be
the first woman to hold a seed analyst's post in the United States .

Dr. Fisk died unexpectedly in her sleep in 1966 at the age of 71 .



FLETCHE R
by Doris Fletcher Baker

On November 11, 1892, Eli and Johanna Fletcher of Montgomery, Vermont bought a
farm on Southeast Hill in Brookfield from John H . and Ruth H. Sprague. In a short time
Eli's father and mother, Alvin and Eunice Fletcher, and their other children arrived . Eli and
Johanna moved to Saranac Lake, New York where Eli had obtained a job . He sold the farm
in May, 1906 to his mother, Eunice, and his brother, Guy.

Will Fletcher married and moved to East Braintree with his wife, Luna, where they resided
until their death .

Stella married Edgar Trask, who resided on Northeast Hill . They managed the home and
raised their family here . Their son, Richard, remained on the farm to assist his father afte r
he and Margaret Billings were married . They remained until after the death of his parents .

Etta and Jonas Steele of East Roxbury were married and moved into the family far m
which they managed until their death .

Guy, being ten years younger than any of the other children, attended Southeast Hil l
School . He then went over the hill to Chelsea High School where he graduated in 1901 . He
then went to Randolph Normal School in 1902 . The Normal School is now Vermont
Technical College, after many changes . He taught school in East Braintree and West
Brookfield after his graduation . It was while he was working in this area that he met his wife-
to-be. Margaret Kelly had come from Canada to visit her sister, Mrs . George Knowles, an d
decided to stay in the area after obtaining a job in the household of the John Blanchards .

On June 5, 1905, Guy and Margaret were married at the home of her parents in Rockburn ,
Canada. Their honeymoon was delayed, as was their return to Vermont, when Margare t
came down with a very severe case of the measles and was forced to remain in bed for several
days .

When they returned to Vermont, Guy worked for the Bigelows in the store which stoo d
where the Martin's Garage is now located . They lived in a house that stood where the Martin
house is now located . The house later burned .

After he bought a share of the farm, he and Margaret moved onto the hill with his fathe r
and mother, Harvey Alvin and Eunice Elvira . He taught for several years in the Southeast
School and worked on the farm in his spare time .

On April 11, 1911, Guy and Margaret bought Eunice 's half interest in the farm and Alvi n
and Eunice moved to a small place in the valley . Here they kept a horse, a cow, pigs and a
few hens . They remained there as long as they were able to care for themselves . In 1926 they
returned to live with their son until their death .

Seven children were born to Guy and Margaret—Doris Wilma, Harvey William, Dora
Margaret, Adella Lucy, Dorothy May, Mary Elvira and Alice Louise . They all attended th e
Southeast Hill School or the South Branch School, which they attended after moving in 192 0
to the adjoining farm, which threw the family into a different school district . They all went
to Williamstown High School .

Harvey married Barbara Howard and they had a son, John Harvey, and were later di-
vorced . Several years later Harvey and Marion Nelson were married and had fou r
daughters—Dorothy, Jane, Deborah and Verne . Dorothy is married and lives in Kansas .
Jane is also married and lives in Shelburne, Vermont . Deborah and Verne both reside in
Burlington . Harvey and Marion are both deceased .

Dora-and her husband, William Stebbins, now-reside-in-Englewood, Florida . Their three
sons are widely scattered. Everett and his wife Sylvia live in Burlington, Allen and Judith ar e
at the present time residing in Pennsylvania and Norman, still single, is in Missouri .

The Delaney 's, Adella and Truman Stower Jr . (Del), also reside in Florida at Deltona .
Their older son Douglas and his wife Mary reside in Boca Raton, Florida ; the other son ,
Steven, and his wife, Marion, are in Ohio . Kathleen and her husband, Peter Travaglini ,
reside in Carmel, New York .

	

-
Dorothy, who married Oswaldo Abiatti, now deceased, has one daughter, Nancy . She was

also married to William Williard, but after his death, she, Nancy and her grandson, Mat-
thew, are living together in Nashua, New Hampshire .

Two sons and one daughter were born to Mary and her husband, Jose Fernandez . Robert ,
who has two daughters, lives in Randolph Center with his wife Jean . William and his wife ,
Dona, have a-daughter and a son and live in Virginia . The daughter, Maxine Morse, is
presently working in Waterbury and has a son and a daughter .

Alice was first married to Emory Parker and had two sons and a daughter . Sandra is mar-
ried to Ames LaFountain and they have six children . They reside in Milton . James and his
wife have two sons and live in Rutland. Fletcher, divorced, has one son and lives in Burl-
ington. Alice married Arthur Trayah several years after Emory's death. Alice and Arthur
died within a few weeks of each other .

Doris, the only family-member-still living-in towns married Henry Baker, and their famil y
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will be found listed in the Baker family.
In 1918 Margaret's parents, William and Mary Ann Kelly, came from Rockburn, Quebe c

to spend the rest of their lives with their daughter's family . In February, 1920 Grandpa Kelly
died and in March of that year the family moved to the adjoining farm . Grandma Kelly die d
in 1925 and the next year Guy 's parents came to live with the family, as noted previously .

The buildings on the land originally purchased by the family are all gone, some tumblin g
down and some torn down . The granary was moved to the lower farm and used as a
henhouse . The land has been divided and sold to several different parties .

FREEMAN
Edmund A. Freeman was the son of Frederick Day and Lucy West Freeman . Frederick

Day lived from 1846-1908 . He was the son of Augustus Washington (1813-1880) and Lucin -
da Bigelow Freeman (1814-1898) .

Augustus Washington Freeman was the son of John Freeman (1766-1851) and Abiga l
(1781-1843) . Both John and Abigal are buried in the old cemetery at the Center .

John Freeman is supposed to have settled on the Beard place, where his children were bor n
and where Augustus died .

The children of John and Abigal were :
John (1805-1838) children—Andrew ; Laura, wife of Pearl Blodgett . Alpheus (1807-1850)

children—Julius ; Dencie. Mayhew (1809-1881) children—Isaac Austin ; Augustus ; Henry
("The Henry Freeman Post of G .A.R. ") ; Maria. Augustus (1813-1880) children—Daniel ;
Frederick; Deborah ; Sarah ; Arthur . Abby (1814-1835), first wife of Asa Smith .

Lucinda Bigelow was the daughter of Zelotes and Deborah Foote Bigelow (both from Col-
chester, Conn .), who moved to Brookfield in Jan ., 1792 .

Children of Zelotes and Deborah :
Talitha (1793-1877), who married William M . Alvord, children—John (his children wer e

George, Addie, Lutie, and Mary); William (his children were Edward, Emma, William, an d
May); Abby, who married David Allen (their children were Dr . John, Walter, and Herbert) .
Deborah, who married Cotton Alvord . Zelotes (1798-1872) . Abel (1804-1860 )
children—Mattie Washburn, Mary, Roxanna Grow (adopted) . Nabby (1806-1886), wh o
married Jesse Patterson . Mary (1808-1850), who was the first wife of Deacon Silas Hall .
Lucinda (1814-1898), who married Augustus Freeman .

FRINK
(not related to Frink/Morse family)

by Helen Frink
Cornelius T. Frink of Highgate, Vermont, and Sarah R . Thompson of Colchester, Ver-

mont, were married on March 1, 1881 in Colchester . They moved to Brookfield to the farm
now owned by Robert Churchill on West Street . Five sons were born there :

Eliot Henry, Nov . 12, 1883; Charles Dexter, Mar . 28, 1885 ; Noah Cornelius, Dec . 18 ,
1886; George Edwin, May 22, 1889 ; Clarence Justin, Mar . 7, 1891 .

It is thought that Cornelius and Sarah lived for a time in the house just north of the Mar-
vin Newton House .

Cornelius Frink was born in Underhill in 1843 . He died on Jan . 11, 1925. Sarah Frink died
on Jan . 30, 1935 . Cornelius enrolled as a Private in Company A, First Regiment of the Ver-
mont Infantry, on May 9, 1861 . He was discharged on Aug . 15, 1861 . He was a Private in
Company K, 13 Regiment of the Vermont Infantry, from Sept . 11, 1862 until July 21, 1863 .

Eliot Henry Frink attended the school adjacent to his home . He did not finish high school
in Randolph, as his help was needed at home . Later he attended UVM in Burlington for a n
agricultural course . He met his future wife at the home in which he boarded while attendin g
UVM .

Gertrude Helen Whalley and Eliot Frink were married on Sept . 1, 1910 in Charlotte, Vt . ,
at the home of the bride's parents . They traveled by horse and buggy to the groom's home i n
Brookfield where they lived until after the birth of their first child, Helen Elizabeth, on Oct .
3, 1911 . In 1913 they moved to Charlotte where Eliot and Noah operated a large farm . In
1920 Eliot and his family returned to the Randolph area .

Four children were born to this couple: Helen Elizabeth, Oct . 3, 1911, in Brookfield ;
Richard Henry, Oct . 26, 1914, in Charlotte ; Howard Eliot, Dec . 9, 1917, in Charlotte (die d
Jan. 30, 1983) ; Tracy Eugene, Feb . 4, 1921, in Randolph (died Oct . 1, 1970) .

Gertrude Frink died on July 14, 1959. Eliot Frink died on Sept . 24, 1975 . Charles Dexter
Frink was in the military . service . He died in Los Angeles, California, on Apr . 22, 1943 .
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Noah Cornelius Frink served in World War I . He later operated a large farm in Charlott e
until his death in Feb ., 1935 .

Clarence Justin Frink lived in White River Junction, Vt . and North Haverhill, N.H. He
traveled extensively for the Eastern States Feed Co . He died after a long illness at the home
of his son, William, in St . Albans, West Virginia .

George Edwin Frink lived in the Boston area, working in the clothing industry . As of
December, 1986, he was living in Framingham, Mass .

FRINK/MORSE
by Alice F . Colto n

The earliest of my ancestors to buy and occupy land in Brookfield appear to have bee n
Joseph and Mary (Smith) Thrasher (or Thresher), who came here in 1795 from Stafford ,
Conn ., and bought a farm bordering the town of Randolph .

With them came several children born in Stafford . My great-grandmother, Thankfu l
Thrasher, was probably born soon after they arrived in Brookfield . Her brother, Dr .
Leonard Thrasher, later a doctor in Northfield, Vt ., was born here in 1800 .

In 1799 David and Sarah (Adams) Herrick, bought and occupied the farm on Bear Hill ,
near the land taken over by Allis Park Association . With them came two daughters born i n
Canterbury, Conn ., Sarah and Olive . Olive married Elijah Morse in 1811, and so becam e
one of my great-grandmothers . A son, John Herrick, ancestor of Mrs . Carrie Chase o f
Brookfield, was born here .

In 1807 Joseph and Hannah (Miller) Morse bought land also on Bear Hill and occupied it
soon afterward. Joseph was born in Sherburn, Mass ., was a Revolutionary soldier, and be-
ing wounded, he received an early pension and moved soon after his marriage with Hanna h
Miller to Templeton, and Fitzwilliams, N.H. Here his large family of twelve children wa s
born, and came with him later to Brookfield, Vt. His farm was near David Herrick ' s . Eli-
jah, his son, married Olive Herrick in 1811 . It is interesting to notice from land deeds ho w
Elijah added to his first parcel of land and little by little got together the "old Morse farm "
of some size . The names of Elijah and his brothers, Joseph, John, Elihu and Elisha appear
on the deeds of many land transactions in Brookfield at that time . James and Grace (Bullen) ,
parents of Joseph, appear to have come to Brookfield with their son and died there . James
was also a soldier in the Revolution .

Of the children of Elijah and Olive Morse one was my grandfather, Daniel Morse . Elijah
Russell and John Herrick, also sons, migrated to the middle west and died there . Elijah
Russell left descendants who are now scattered in many western states .

Daniel, my grandfather, bought his father ' s farm after Elijah's death in 1841, and marrie d
Nancy Lamson . There their seven children were born and brought up . One son, Clinton ,
died as a child . Daniel 's oldest son, Julian, bought the old Morse farm about 1875, an d
Grandfather Daniel moved to the village, where later he bought the general store from my
father, Norman Frink . Daniel served as postmaster, and carried on successfully until 1892, a
year before he died at the age of 77 .

Soon after 1830 John Lummis and Elizabeth (Gage) Lamson came with their family t o
Brookfield from Mt. Vernon, N.H . Their daughter, Nancy Elizabeth, born in Mt . Vernon ,
married Daniel Morse in 1842. Their son, John Lamson, was a father of Elizabeth, Frank ,
Adeline_ (wife of Dr . Goodrich), and several otherchildren whose names are familiar to
Brookfield people . The Lamson line dates from William Lamson who came from England i n
1634 and whose name appears in 1637 on a list of freemen of Ipswich, Mass .

Elizabeth Gage was descended from John Gage, whose name first appeared as a signer o f
the covenant roll of the First Church of Boston in 1630 . The family stayed in the vicinity o f
Ipswich, Mass . until 1773, when Aaron Gage became a land owner in Merrimack, N .H.
Aaron was the sergeant of a company in some of the hardest fought battles of the Revolu-
tion .

His granddaughter, Elizabeth, married John Lummas Lamson. Soon after 1830 they bought
land in Brookfield, Vt . I assume it was the farm opposite the turn of the road on the way t o
the Branch, where the two Lamson farms were located, which I remember as a child .

My grandfather, Milo Frink, came to live in West Brookfield after he married Mary Mar-
tin, daughter of Vine and Thankful (Thrasher) Martin of Northfield, Vt . in 1839. Vine Mar-
tin enlisted from Randolph, Vt . in the war of 1812 .

The record of the Frink line begins in 1666, when Sergeant John Frink and his sons o f
Stonington, Conn . were awarded land for aid in fighting the Indians . Elias, a grandson ,
married Lydia Bingham of Windham, Conn ., and his family, referred to in the town history
as a "typical colonial family", was brought up there .

Elijah, son of Elias, was one of the founders of Lempster, N .H. in 1772. He was a member
ofthe state legislature and served on several important committees . My great-grandfather ,
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Elijah Frink, Jr ., married Eunice Wheelock in Lempster in 1789 . According to the U .S . cen-
sus of 1810, Elijah Frink, Jr ., was at that time a land owner in Randolph, Vt . He later moved
to Braintree, Vt ., where Milo, my grandfather, was born in 1815 . Both Elijah, Jr . and hi s
wife, Eunice, died about 1825 .

My father, Norman W. Frink, was born in West Brookfield in 1843 . He lived as a boy in
Warren, and later worked in Northfield in a general store, where he met my mother, Abbi e
Morse . He served in the Commissary Department in the Civil War . Because of lameness h e
was not accepted as a regular soldier . He married Abbie Morse in 1868 and conducted a
general store and post office in Brookfield until he sold to my grandfather Morse in 1881 ,
and moved to Montpelier, Vt . My brother and I were born in the store building later oc-
cupied by Mr . Charles Davis .

FULLAM
by Muriel Fullam Tabor, Nellie Bolton Fullam and Evelyn Grout Sno w

The first representative of the Fullam family in America was Francis Fulham, who was
born at Fulham's Place near London in 1669 . In 1683 he was sent to America to be educate d
at Harvard, but the man to whom his parents entrusted the money for his education kept it ,
and so Francis never entered Harvard . It was Calvin Fullam, Francis ' great-grandson, wh o
moved his family from Plainfield, N .H. to Vermont . His sons, Calvin Jr ., (born April 13 ,
1827), David (born Dec . 9, 1821), George (born July 30, 1830), and Fredrick (born Augus t
11, 1838) all settled in Brookfield and raised their families there .

Calvin married Mary Ann Reed, daughter of Morton and Lucy (Whitney) Reed, on Dec .
23, 1848 . He enlisted for the Civil War on March 1, 1862 in B Co ., 4th Vermont Volunteer
Infantry ; was mustered in on April 12, 1862 ; was transferred to the V .R .C. November 20 ,
1863 ; and was discharged April 14, 1865 . He had four children, all born in Brookfield .
Calvin died January 6, 1900 .

His eldest child was Charles Wallace Fullam, born March 24, 1849, died May 30, 1890 . He
married Ella Laporte on June 9, 1874 . They had four children, the eldest of whom was Zo e
Fullam, who married Harry Jones and had two children ; Walter Fullam, Charles' secon d
son, married Lillian Farrar, and had eight children—Ella, Earl, Arthur, Muriel, Minnie ,
Mildred, Jessie, and Elbert . In April of 1912 this large family moved to the Eben Bowma n
Farm north of West Brookfield, now the home of the Robinsons . We have a record of this
event written by Muriel Fullam Tabor, who was eight at the time of the move . She writes :

"We arrived on the farm with a double sled, two horses with the baby riding in a larg e
chair on the sled with furniture. Dad always had plenty to eat . Our own meat he pickled and
[we] smoked our own hams and bacon . Also had our own eggs, vegetables, apples, and
strawberries, raspberries, and blackberries . He made maple syrup and milked the cows an d
sold cream for a while until they took milk . The joy of our lives was to go on [a] double sled
with horses to the Christmas tree in [the] West Brookfield Church to speak our pieces and
sing, also to get a nice bag of popcorn and candy made by the Ladies Aid . We had a good
life . "

Charles Fullam's other children were Wallace Charles Fullam, who married Marcia Smit h
and had two children ; and Avis M. Fullam, who married Earl Blanchard and had si x
children .

Calvin Fullam 's second son, Henry Herbert Fullam, was born July 30, 1853, and die d
March 9, 1925 . He married Nellie B . McIntyre on December 25, 1877, and they lived on a
farm near "Silver Towers", now the Grange Center . After Henry's death Nellie Fullam
moved to Brookfield Village and lived across from the Town Hall in a building which is no w
gone. Henry and Nellie had three children, George, Herbert (Bert), and Lucy . Lucy married
Walter Grout on January 25, 1909, and had five children—Maynard, Evelyn, Harold, Ray-
mond, and Marian . The family moved to East Dorset in 1922 . Lucy Grout died on August
23, 1945, and Walter on September 27, 1950 .

Herbert Fullam's wife was named Lily and they had a son, Herbert, and a daughter, Mar-
jorie . Marjorie had Cerebral Palsy and died quite young .

Lucy J . Fullam, Calvin's only daughter, was born June 7, 1855, married Walter Wilber in
October, 1874, and died November 7, 1889, never having had any children .

Clarence Perrin Fullam was born on October 30, 1867, and married Nellie E . Bolton (born
February, 1865) on April 30, 1885 . Nellie B . Fullam wrote many articles for the Herald and
News of Randolph. They had three children: Rex Alvin Fullam, born July 27, 1896, wh o
married Mary Tewksbury of Randolph and had three children, Virginia, Rex Jr ., and
Everett ; Gerald Calvin Fullam, born March 22, 1899, and married Ida Richardson, June 18 ,
1924, and had two children, Dorothy and Marjorie Ann; and Bernice Mary Fullam, who
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married Clarence Blackmer of Dorset and had three children ; Shirley, Allen, and Bernard ,
all of Dorset .

While Calvin Fullam's descendants are the most fully chronicled, his brothers Frederick
Luther Fullam and Levi Nelson Fullam also remained in Brookfield . Frederick (born August
11, 1838) was a fork handler . He married Sarah Foster Smith of Brookfield on October 16 ,
1867. Their first daughter died in infancy and their youngest daughter, May Elmena Fullam ,
was born June 12, 1889 and died October 22, 1898 at the age of nine . Their middle child ,
Jennie Viola Fullam, was born July 24, 1874 and married William Haggett . They had six
children; Earl, Fred, Wilfred, Roy, Clara, and Frank .

The third of the sons of Calvin Fullam to remain in Brookfield was Levi Nelson Fullam ,
who was born in Plainfield, N .H. on October 15, 1819 . He farmed in Brookfield and mar-
ried Julia Ann Edson on September 22, 1841 . They had three children : Emma Jane Fullam
(Raymore), (born Nov . 13, 1842, died Sept . 7, 1905), mother of four children, Bertha R .
Stowell, Eva R . Holden, Flora Raymore, and Alice Raymore Middletown ; Viola Fullam
Copeland, mother of Frank and Hattie ; and Frank Nelson Fullam (born March 26, 1850) ,
who married Frances Blakeborough, Nov . 28, 1876, and had two children, Nellie Fullam
Crane (born Jan . 8, 1878) and James Edson Fullam (born May 9, 1890) . Levi himsel f
enlisted for the Civil War on August 4, 1862, became a Corporal of G Co ., 10th Vermont
Volunteer Infantry, and was killed in the Battle of Orange Grove, November 27, 1863 .

GRISWOLD
The Griswold family established itself in Brookfield just prior to the Civil War . John

,Albert Griswold, who was born in Warren, Vt . in 1830, married Annette Ainsworth Lyman ,
who was born in Brookfield in 1839. John Griswold enlisted in Co . G, 10th Vermont
Regulars on August 8, 1862, and was wounded on November 27, 1863 . He was honorably
discharged from the army in July, 1865 .

John A. and Annette had two children, Ella and Merton, who were both born in
Brookfield: Ella in 1866 and Merton in 1868 . Ella married Lester Abbott of Cabot, Vt . and
they had two children, Harold and Louise. For her second husband she married William T .
Dunn of Peacham, Vt .

Merton married Marcia L . Peck of Brookfield and they had two children also, Stanley an d
Merton, Jr ., both born in Uxbridge, Mass . Stanley married Frances Adams of Haverhill ,
Mass ., and they had one son, John Alan. They live in West Newton, Mass . Merton Jr . mar-
ried Mary V. Stevens of Plainfield, N.J. and they live in that city . They have one daughter ,
Ann Stevens . The offspring of Merton and Marcia (Peck) Griswold are thus descended from
two well-known Brookfield families, the Griswolds and the Pecks, and Dr . Merton Griswold
has maintained his family's interest in and connections with Brookfield .

HALL
by Mrs . George B . J. Hall

The first member of the Hall family in America was John Hall who came from Coventry ,
England, in 1630 to Charlestown, Mass ., probably in the fleet of Governor Winthrop . He i s
#19 on the list of members of the First Church of Charlestown, organized July 30, 1630 .
John and his wife Bethia had twelve sons and two-daughters before he died on July 23 ; 1696 .

It was his direct descendant, Storrs Hall (the line of descent being John, William ,
Theophilus, Nathaniel Sr ., Nathaniel Jr ., Storrs), who came from Royalton, Vt . to Hibbard
Hill in Randolph just south of the Brookfield line, in 1808 . He died four years later (born
Jan. 5, 1770, Lebanon, N .H., died Oct. 16, 1813, Randolph Center) . He and his wife ,
Asenath, had four children, of whom two, Azel Storrs Hall and Silas Hall, settled i n
Brookfield .

Azel Storrs Hall was born on Nov . 27, 1804, in Royalton, Vt . After his father died he live d
with Azel Lyman on West Street in Brookfield, on the site of what is now the Helen Dal y
home. Because Mr . Lyman was also named Azel, the boy was called by his middle name ,
Storrs, for the rest of his life . Storrs grew up in the Lyman home, bringing his bride ,
Katherine, daughter of Solomon Smith of West Street, to live there for a short time after
their marriage. As far as is known, he farmed all of his life, operating and owning severa l
farms. At one time he owned what was later the George Wilbur farm, afterwards the Bailey
farm, now owned by Gerard LaRocque . He then purchased and moved to the Noah Paine
farm in Brookfield Center where he spent the rest of his life . He was of rugged build, had a
jovial nature, and in his youth was fond of the sports of his time, stories of which he wa s
fond of telling . He was seldom without an apple in his pocket to give to some child he migh t
meet . He was fond of horses, and when he was nearly eighty years old it was a common sigh t
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II

11

Silas Hall, 1806-1888.
Ii

11

(Courtesy M. Stone)

to see him riding horseback about his farm or neighborhood . Three children were born to th e
couple : George, who was always in frail health caused by falling from a horse when a child ;
Andrew, who died when a young man ; and Marion who lived at home and cared for her
parents . Marion was for many years Church organist, Treasurer of Sunday School ,
Treasurer of Mite Society, and a faithful member of the Women's Relief Corps . She was
married twice, first to A-- Battles and then to Frank Bullard .

Azel Storrs Hall ' s brother, Silas, was born Sept . 7, 1806, in Royalton, Vermont, and die d
February 3, 1888 in Brookfield . After the death of his father in 1813, he went to live with a n
uncle, Deacon Abel Storrs, in Lebanon, N .H., where he grew up . At age nineteen he came t o
Brookfield as a carpenter's apprentice to work on the two-story part of the house on Wes t
St . at the end of the cross road which was later the home of Henry Colt, Wallace Colt, an d
Dan Chase. In 1831 he bought the . present Hall Homestead from Jeremiah Hall (not related )
who had built the house . Silas lived there and carried on farming as well as pursuing his trad e
as carpenter, working in this and surrounding towns . At one time he taught school ,
presumably in the winter when men teachers were frequently preferred . When the town
voted to build a road around instead of going over Rye Hill, he had charge of the work . In
early life he became connected with the Brookfield Center Church where he served man y
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The Hall farm on West Street, still in the family, owned by Margaret Stone ;
(Courtesy Lorraine Trask)

years as Deacon, Treasurer, and Sunday School teacher . He was a man of strong Christia n
character . A great reader, and of a keen mind, he was much interested in the Town Library .
A gifted letter writer, Silas Hall was a charter member of the Brookfield Masonic Lodge . H e
was married three times ; first to Mary Bigelow, who died on February 15, 1850 at 41 years o f
age, second to Melissa Joiner on Nov . 6, 1850, until she died Sept . 16, 1869 at age 56, an d
thirdly in 1870 to Mary Tilletson of Warren . She survived him and eventually moved to War -
ren .

Silas had five children by his . first marriage, two of whom did not survive infancy (Edwin
Clifton, born Nov . 1833, died 1834, and Cynthia, born 1835) . Lucretia, the eldest, was born
March 22, 1831, married Danford Bean on Feb . 27, 1855, and died November 17, 1857 .
Cyrilla Jane was born Mar . 28, 1842, and died Aug . 1, 1861 . A second Edwin Clifton was
born Jan. 13, 1845, and married twice, first to Mary A . Howe in Holyoke, Mass ., on Nov .
21, 1872 . They had a son, Herbert Clifton, born Oct . 10, 1873 . Mary died Oct . 20, 1878 . On
May 18-, 1879, Edwin married Mary L . Bateman in Philadelphia .

Two children were also born of Silas Hall's second marriage: Mary Elizabeth, born Tun e
17, 1852, died June 4, 1876, and George B . J. Hall, who was born May 10, 1856 . He als o
adopted Grace Greenwood Hall, daughter of Mary Elizabeth Hall . She was born on Feb . 15 ,
1875, married Jim McClafflin, and had a daughter, Eloise, who married Everett Dutton .
The Duttons live in Bethel and have a son John and daughter Judy .

George Burr Joiner Hall, Silas' youngest son, lived his whole life in Brookfield . On
February 21, 1883, he married Abbie Louise Stoughton of Royalton (born Feb . 23, 1865 ,
died Sept . 18, 1947), the daughter of Horace E . and Eliza Stoughton . They had six children .
The eldest was Robert Stoughton, born Mar . 22, 1886, died Sept . 5, 1955 . He married Anna
McDonald of Sharon (born Jan . 11, 1894) on July 30, 1919 . She is still living in Tunbridge in
1986. Robert owned a farm on West St . for a time, worked at Shelburne Farms, and was
manager of Gulf Road Creamery in North Randolph . Their oldest child was Shirley Ann
(born Feb . 6, 1921, died Nov . 18, 1980), who married Charles Cushing of North Randolph ,
and had Gail (Mrs . Alan Wheatley) and Kay (Mrs . Gordon Salls, now divorced) . Their se-
cond daughter Barbara May, was born July 4, 1923, married Mark Howe of Tunbridge, an d
had four children ; Nancy (Rogers), Carol (Lindstrom), Susan, and Robert .

Ruth Anna Hall was born Aug . 14, 1889, and died February 2, 1975 . More informatio n
about her can be found in the Stone family history . Azel Storrs was born Feb . 1, 1892 and
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died Feb . 10, 1956. He married Lillian Carpenter, the daughter of Ira Carpenter of
Brookfield Center and had a daughter, Harriet Elaine, born Nov . 16, 1914. Lillian died an d
Harriet was brought up by Gertrude Hall, Azel ' s sister . Azel then married Gladys Lewis ,
twin sister of Avis Lewis of Brookfield . They were divorced and he then married Georgi a
Brown, by whom he had a son, Azel Storrs, Jr ., on October 22, 1922 . Azel Jr. married Myr-
tle Tilton and had Sharon, Kim, and Kevin . He is now a well known Jeep dealer at School St .
Garage in Randolph . Azel Sr . and Georgia also had another son, Ralph Edwin, who marrie d
Barbara Jean Allen on Sept . 2, 1951 . Lorraine Marjorie Hall was born to Azel Sr . and
Georgia in 1931, married Lloyd Trask, and now lives on the Bethel Rd . from Randolph . Azel
Sr . farmed the Hall place on West St . with his brother Alfred for a time after the death of hi s
father and then lived in Brookfield Center, first in the "Lizzie Beard" house just sold by th e
Lawless' (next to the Marvin Newton House) and then in one south of Julian Hill's hous e
which later burned . He then lived in Randolph and was a telephone lineman, working firs t
for Dr. Ellis ' telephone company and later for New England Telephone .He was a veteran of
World War I .

Gertrude Lillian Hall, the fourth child of George Hall, was born on Aug . 28, 1894 an d
died Feb . 15, 1979 . She was never married but brought up Harriet Elaine whose mother died
when she was an infant . Harriet married Hillard Seaver of Northfield and lived there unti l
retiring to Rhode Island . Their children are Patricia, Beverly (LaValley), and Karen (At-
wood) .

Alvin Eaton Hall (born Apr. 20, 1897, died Aug . 13, 1966) was George's fifth child . He
married Avis Lewis of Brookfield and they had a daughter Eleanor . His second marriage wa s
to Mildred Tabor (Holman) who still lives in Randolph . Alvin was a stone mason and was in
contracting with his brother Alfred, as Hall Bros . Alfred Joiner Hall was born Dec. 10, 1900
and died March 10, 1986 . He married Ida M . Hatch (born Feb. 17, 1899, died July 8, 1982) .
He worked with his brother as a carpenter and contractor and had two children . Ronald
George died at birth and Alfred John (born Mar . 22, 1934) married twice and currently lives
in Florida with his wife Barbara .

Hall family group: Ruth Hall (Stone) and baby Dorothy, Gertrude Hall, George B .J. Hall, his wife
Abbie (Stoughton), Robert and Anna Hall; Alvin holding Eleanor, his wife Avis; Azel Hall Sr. with
wife Georgia and baby Azel Jr. In front, Harriet Hall (Seaver), Margaret Stone, Alfred Hall, Robert
Stone, Earl Stone and Shirley Hall (Cushing) .

(Courtesy Lorraine Trask)
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HAMBLI N
by Ruth Stoddard, 197 4

Oliver Hamblin married Rachel Cleveland,-daughter of Benjamin and Rachel Cleveland ,
sister of Abigail Cleveland Hovey, Tolland, Conn . in 1777. This couple came to Brookfiel d
six or seven years before the Elder Samuel Hovey, who came in 1794 . I do not know where ,
but he and two other men and their families settled in the eastern part of Brookfield Branch .

At the burning of Royalton, Vt . by the Indians in 1780, Mrs . Hamblin and her children
barely escaped with their lives by concealing themselves in the forest nearby . She wa s
separated from her husband for more than three weeks and each supposed the other to hav e
been killed or captured by the savages . Soon after the Royalton Raid, the Hamblins and the
other two men with their families went to Lebanon, N .H. where they lived for two year s
before feeling it was safe to return to Brookfield . A few years after their return the Hamblin s
sold their "Branch" farm and moved to a farm on East Hill where they remained until thei r
death. This couple is buried in the East Brookfield "Branch" Cemetery .

Polly Hamblin, eldest daughter of the above couple, was born in Brookfield in 1778 an d
married Roswell Shepard in 1798 . He was born in Alstead, N .H . in 1777 and died on Eas t
Hill in 1864 .

Joel Hamblin, one of the sons of Rachel and Oliver Hamblin, lived on the home farm car-
ing for his parents and a deaf and dumb sister, Theodocia, until his parents ' death. He mar-
ried Mrs. Phila Dewey of Brookfield and they had two daughters, Orilla and Ellen . After the
death of Mr . Hamblin 's parents, he moved his family to Plainfield, Vt . where he cared for
his sister, Theodocia, until his death .

James Hamblin, fifth child of Oliver and Rachel Hamblin, was born in the Hovey
Neighborhood in 1788 and lived his entire life there. In 1816 he married Louisa Bigelow, wh o
was born in Brookfield. To them eight daughters were born . Only one daughter lived t o
maturity . The others died at an early age, of consumption . The only son, James, was bor n
on East Hill in 1829. Rachel and Oliver settled on what is now known as the "Brook Road "
leading to the "Branch" road between North and East Randolph, building a house and a
barn there . The house still stands today (1974) . Their son James who firstly married Caroline
Annis of Chelsea, lived on the farm until his death . This couple had one son, Walte r
Monroe, who after maturity did not live in Brookfield . James married secondly Calist a
Thayer who was born in Brookfield in 1833 . They had no children .

James Hamblin and his son Walter Monroe were the last descendants of Oliver and Rachel
Cleveland Hamblin bearing the Hamblin name .

Regarding Hamblin

The Wild Manuscript says : . . .Mrs. Oliver Hamblin whose family was one of the first to settle
in town . . .

At the Proprietors Meeting on June 11, 1783, it was voted to allow Shubael Cross to pitch
the lot formerly owned by Mr . Oliver Hamblin as a second hundred acre division on his ow n
right . (John Smith's 1818 map of lots shows Shubal Cross's 2nd Div . as Lot 12 in Range 9 )

. . .first mills . . .near Cross on the Branch . . .Lot 93 in fourth range (this must have been on a
different map of lots, as range 4 on John Smith's map is on the west side of town . )

(1st Div. lots were determined by pitches and 2nd and 3rd by drafting)

HARFORD
John W. Harford was born Sept . 30, 1892, in Trowbridge, Wiltshire, England . His

parents, Frank and Ruth (Willis) Harford, came from England with their family in 1904 to
Woonsocket, RI . John started his education in the public schools of Trowbridge, and com-
pleted his formal education at Woonsocket . He then wanted to work on a farm . His Sunday
School teacher, Miss Bushee, happened to be the daughter of Mr . Bushee, former minister i n
Brookfield. She recommended the Lamson farm in Brookfield, and John came to work ther e
in 1912 . In early 1913 he went to Jeanette, Ontario to work on a large farm . While in Canada
he met his future bride, Mary Waddington (1891-1985), a native of Burnley, Lancashire ,
England . Mary came to Canada with her mother and sister at the age of 21 and was secretar y
to a land company there when she met John .

In the meantime, John's former employer, Arthur Lamson, became ill and asked John to
return to Brookfield to help on the farm . John came back in September, 1913 ; Mary, her
sister Elsie and their mother came in November . John and Mary were married on Christma s
Eve, 1913, the first wedding in the parsonage after Rev . William Taylor arrived in town.
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Old friends: Harold and Clarice Gage, Mary and John Harford, July 4, 1976 .
(Courtesy Deb MacAskill)

After their marriage they set up housekeeping in the house on Stone Road which is now th e
McBean residence .

John's father and mother came to Brookfield on a visit in 1917 and decided to settle here ,
buying the William Perham house (also known as the Cram house) on July 25, 1917 . Accor-
ding to tradition, this house is said to be the first house in the village, having been firs t
located near the brook opposite the McDerment (now Sanders) house, and then moved t o
make room for the McDerment barn . The Harfords closed the house for the winter and mov-
ed in the following spring . John's sister, Grace, and two brothers, Bert and Fred remained in
Rhode Island. Grace later married and moved to Hartford, CT., spending summers in
;3rookfield .

Frank Harford had a couple of cows, some chickens, and peddled milk . He was janitor o f
th4. church and the Town Hall, and cut and trimmed dooryards for the ladies in town . Frank
died in 1931, his wife Ruth in 1937 .

G, ace and her husband Arthur Hansen inherited her parents' home in 1933 . She and her
daug ters and their families have summered there since . Grace ' s oldest daughter, Lois, mar-
ried Sigmund Evankow and had five sons and a daughter (including one set of twins) . Ruth
marrie s̀' John Goodale, and had twins, Jean and Douglas . Fred and Bert Harford both lived
in Broo field for a few years and then returned to Rhode Island . Fred and his wife Violet
(Livesley, had six children ; Bert had three children .

Mary HTford became Town Clerk of Brookfield in 1930, and carried on this work for the
next 38 yea's . One of her accomplishments during this time was the updating of many tow n
records and documents, which serves as a monument to her, as those who use these record s
continue to praise her work . Many remember her beautiful, precise handwriting, and her
gracious and Lelpful manner . John was her assistant for many years in the Town Clerk's of-
fice. He also served as cemetery commissioner, and in other capacities in town government .
He served as Brookfield representative to the State Legislature in 1949 and 1951 .

The Harfords were active members and officers of the First Congregational Church, and
of the Brookfield Grange . He was Past Master and Secretary of Mystic Star Lodge o f
Masons, and recently received his 70-year membership pin . Both were members and forme r
officers of the Eastern Star .

Two daughters were born to John and Mary : Dorothy (Floria) is now deceased. Ruth and
her husband, Vincent Cooke, moved to Brookfield from Connecticut several years ago, an d
he died here in 1984 . Their daughter, Elaine, lives in Brookfield with her husband Michae l
Jennings and their daughter Megan . Ruth, Elaine, and Michael all served with the U .S .
Navy . Dorothy's five children live in Massachusetts .

John has a fine singing voice, as well as being an accomplished drummer . Readers will
summon to mind a picture of John sitting behind his drums on the platform at the Town



Hall, eyes closed, keeping time for the Brookfield orchestra as they played for the Saturda y
night dances . Another fond memory is evoked, of Mary and her tiny feet tripping out a n
Irish jig to entertain friends . John now lives with his daughter, Ruth, in Pond Village, an d
he'll spin you a yarn at the drop of a hat !

For example, about the dances : "We were having dances in the Woodman Hall, but th e
building needed repairs, so we dickered for the Town Hall . The first night we didn't charg e
anything; after that ' twas 25* for the men and the women got in free—idea of that was, if
you get a lot of women you're going to get a lot of men! We played a lot of other places, too ,
besides Saturday nights at Brookfield . Mildred Keyes played piano, Perley Keyes called ,
Harold Luce fiddled and called ; Frankie Holden played trumpet; Bruce Gaylord played
trombone at one time . Band members got $2.50 a night at the beginning, but before we go t
done it was $12 apiece . Tickets went to 50¢ each before we got through ."

About working on a farm : "Ten dollars a month, plus room and board, was the average
pay for farm help in those days . We also cut Christmas trees ; farmers would be paid 15¢ a
bunch. After being cut and bundled in the woods, the trees would then be carted in bundles
to the railroad station in Northfield or Randolph." John said that he would stack the tree s
crossways on the sled . "Took up all the road," he noted.

* * * * * * * * * *

WADDINGTON/SPENCER
Mrs .. Margaret (Chew) Waddington and her daughters Mary and Elsie came to Brookfiel d

in November, 1913, as noted previously . Mary married John Harford and set up housekeep -
ing on the Waddington place . Elsie stayed with John and Mary a short time, and then wen t
to work for Dr . Ellis in the telephone office in the village . From there she went to Ne w
Brunswick to work in the seed laboratory. Elsie was married in 1934 at Brookfield to Dr .
Ernest Spencer, whom she had met at Rutgers University, while he was working for
Rockefeller Institute .

After John and Mary Harford moved to the village, Ernest and Elsie acquired the place o n
Stone Road, which they continued to own until they built their present residence i n
Brookfield Center .

HARRINGTON
John Harrington, referred to as "Dr. John", was the eldest child of Joshua and Betty

(Bent) Harrington of Framingham, Mass . He was born September 2, 1752, the very day on
which, by Act of Parliament, the Julian calendar ended so that the following day became
September 14th under the Gregorian calendar . He moved with his parents from Framingha m
to Fitzwilliam, N.H. in 1774 . In June 1777, he and his brother Joshua went in a compan y
under Capt . John Mellin to reinforce the garrison at Ticonderoga . In this company were 2 4
men from Fitzwilliam and adjacent towns . They arrived too late and little or no actual ser-
vice fell to their lot . In August, 1778, John and Joshua were with Capt. Jas . Lewis' com-
pany, in Col . Enoch Hale 's regiment, for service in Rhode Island ; time of service, 23 days .

John Harrington married, May 18, 1784, at Halifax, Vt . where he practiced medicine ,
Deborah Wakefield .* She was the daughter of William 	 and Dorcas (Hayward) Wakefield
and was born January 12, 1759. Afew years thereafter, perhaps about 1787, they moved t o
Brookfield, Orange County, Vermont, where he is said to have been the first physician of th e
town. He-died October 6, 1802, as a result of a fall from his horse the day before ; he is buried
in the East Brookfield Cemetery beside four of his children who died in infancy or earl y
childhood . As shown by the Probate records of Chelsea, County seat of Orange County, hi s
estate was administered by Josia Bigelow and Nathaniel Wheatley ; it was reported insolvent .
His widow received $163 .14 as dower ; all else was taken by creditors .

It is probable that Deborah (Wakefield) Harrington, surviving her husband, accompanie d
her children who went from Brookfield to Brompton or vicinity in lower Canada soon afte r
Dr. John's death. In 1817 she came with her three sons to Greene township, Trumbull Coun -
ty, Ohio, and remained there until her death on October 24, 1830 . She is buried near her so n
William in the old cemetery at the southwest corner of William's farm .

The children of John and Deborah Harrington were : John (1785-1857), born in Halifax ,
Vt . ; Deborah (1786-1865), married Gardner Stevens ; Ezra (1789-1801), born in Brookfield ;
Sarah (1791-1792) ; Sarah 2nd (1793-1793), lived only five days ; William (1794-1885) ; Anna
(1797-1798; and Ziba (1800-1895) .

*See Wakefield family history .
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HIBBARD
by Ruth Stoddard, 1974

Roger Hibbard and his wife Sarah Davidson Hibbard were pioneer emigrants from Con-
necticut, settling on Brookfield East Hill in the late seventeen hundreds or early eightee n
hundreds :

Three of their sons, Oliver, Gurdon and Alpheus, married Hovey girls and made thei r
homes and raised their families in the Hovey Neighborhood . Oliver Hibbard married
Abigail, daughter of Elder Samuel and Abigail Cleveland Hovey . Of their ten children onl y
Amanda and Sarah lived and died in the Hovey Neighborhood .

Amanda, born on East Hill in 1807, married John Alden Wright in 1829 . John was born in
Chelsea, Vt . in 1804 . This couple lived on the "Brook Road" and had three children of
which only one, Oliver Lewis, lived on East Hill all his life . He married Ester Grant, the
daughter of Edward and Anna Durkee Grant, who was born on East Hill in 1846 . They had
one child, a daughter, Nellie Jane . Oliver Lewis Wright and his wife, and his father and
mother are buried in East Hill Cemetery .

Sarah, the youngest daughter of Oliver and Abigail Hovey Hibbard, was born on East Hil l
in 1826. In 1859 she married Amos Emery, who had married her sister, Almira . Almira died
in 1856 . They lived in Chelsea . Mr. Emery and Sarah lived their married life on East Hill .

Gurdon Hibbard and Elizabeth Hovey were married in Brookfield on Dec . 25, 1808 . He
died in 1864. Before Gurdon Hibbard was married he bought fifty acres of land joining hi s
father's . He built a barn and set out an orchard . Some of those trees were still there in 1923
when Herman and Ruth Trask Stoddard bought the farm . After his marriage he and his wife
lived with his parents until a house could be built . Gurdon Hibbard built the present house ,
which is still in excellent condition, (1974), and two other barns . Elizabeth 's furniture con-
sisted of two tables, two chests, six kitchen chairs, a rocking chair, two bedsteads, a large
wheel, a linen wheel, a quill wheel, reel and swifts, all made by her father, Elder Samuel
Hovey, in his shop . I have and am using a kitchen chair and two rocking chairs made in tha t
shop .

Elizabeth had a fine singing voice equal to her mother's (Abigail Cleveland Hovey) . Mr .
Hibbard was also a fine singer, and some of their grandchildren and great-grandchildren in-
herited this talent.

Gurdon Hibbard bought the first merino sheep in Brookfield paying one hundred dollar s
for two lambs . The flock increased and after a few years as much as two hundred pounds o f
wool was washed, carded, spun and woven into a very fine broadcloth by Mrs . Hibbard and
her daughters . This broadcloth brought a very good price . Thus the Gurdon Hibbards pro-
spered. Their children were as follows : Mary, Gurdon Plummer, Ruth, Eliza, Sarah, Fann y
and Elizabeth (better known as Betsy . )

Gurdon Plummer was called Plummer . He, Sarah, Elizaand Betsy spent most of their liv-
es on East Hill . Plummer married Isabel Hemenway in Chelsea, Vt . in 1839 . She was born "
in Chelsea in 1814. To them five children were born : Edwin, Franklin, Arthur, Isabelle, and
Sarah .

Edwin married Ama Hovey and lived in Montpelier, Vt .
Franklin enlisted in the Union Army and died near Coal Harbor, Virginia, in 1864 .
Arthur married Coralin Sargent . They had one son, Edwin . This couple lived in the Hovey

Neighborhood until Mr. Hibbard ' s death. Coralin Sargent Hibbard then married Joseph Ed-
wards and lived on East Hill for the remainder of her life . She died in 1941 .

Isabelle married Andrew Woodruff . They lived in Barre, Vt . Alpheus was born in 185 0
and married Clara Buck . This couple lived on East Hill until his death in 1902 . They adopted
a girl, Florence Barns, whose mother was cousin to Alpheus . Florence married John
Thurber . The four people mentioned above are buried in East Hill Cemetery .

Sarah, daughter of Gurdon and Elizabeth Hovey Hibbard, was born in 1817 and marrie d
Joseph Newell, who was born in Orford, N.H. in 1811 . For a while this couple lived in Or-
ford but then came back to East Hill to the farm settled by her grandfather Elder Samuel
Hovey in 1794. The Newells had seven children, only one of whom, 'George lived in the
Hovey Neighborhood and died there . George and his wife had no children, but cared for hi s
grandparents, Gurdon and Elizabeth Hovey Hibbard, until their deaths .

Eliza, daughter of Gurdon and Elizabeth, died at an advanced age, having been cared for
by another nephew, Silas Newell, and his daughter Ina .

Elizabeth, or Betsy as she was called, the youngest child of Gurdon and Elizabeth, wa s
born in 1821 and married Solomon Stoddard Jr . in 1847 . She died in 1898 . They had two
sons, Ariel and King, and one daughter, Emma, none of whom settled on East Hill .
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HOLMAN
by Pauline C . Holman

Charles Hayes Holman, son of Leonard C . and Mildred Tabor Holman, is the ninth
generation of Holmans descended from Solomon Holman, who came from England and set-
tled in Braintree, Mass . in the 1960's . His descendents eventually came to Vermont, settling
in Braintree .

Charles Hayes Holman, born in Warren, Mich ., Aug. 1, 1927, returned to Randolph with
his parents in 1932 . He married Pauline May Chase, daughter of Charles Buffalo and Alic e
Irish Chase in 1951 . Charles and Pauline moved to Brookfield in 1956, to the former
Benham farm on West Street . Their seven children are : Patricia Ann (Mrs . John Porter III) ,
Chicago, Ill . ; Cynthia Lee, (Mrs . Gilbert Rose), Randolph, Vt . ; Charles Hayes Jr ., married
to Tea Sim Pak, in Korea; Susan Raye; Patrick Neal, married to Patricia O ' Shea in
Hanover, Mass . ; Robert Demelle, married to Lisa Chase in Brookfield ; Vicki-Jo Ann (Mrs .
Joel Fahnestock), Randolph, Vt.

Charles Harris Holman, grandfather of Charles, was for many years letter and mail car-
rier for the Randolph Postal Service . His route carried him through West Brookfield an d
surrounding areas, which he did with a team of horses, sometimes being en route for thre e
days .

Kate Holman, grandmother of Charles Hayes Holman was sister of Frank Dewey, who
owned and occupied the Dewey farm on West Street Extension, now owned and operated b y
Ray Churchill .

Mildred Tabor Holman, mother of Charles Hayes, was the third child of Rutherfor d
Hayes Tabor, who was at one time Town Representative and lived on the R .H .* Tabor farm
for many years, located on West Street Extension and now owned by David Sanborn .

*See Tabor history .

HOVEY
by Ruth Stoddard, 197 4

Samuel Hovey, known as Elder Hovey, was the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Perkin s
Hovey . He was born in Windham, Conn., on March 7, 1743 and died on Brookfield Eas t
Hill May 12, 1833 .

Abigail Cleveland Hovey, his wife, fourth child of Benjamin and Rachel Cleveland, wa s
born in Canterbury, Conn ., Aug. 13, 1746. She died in Brookfield June 2, 1832. She was a
woman of a most amiable disposition . Her love of music was intense and her voice was
remarkable for its sweetness as well as for its power . It was said that on a clear evening her
singing could be heard a mile away. This remarkable sweetness of voice was noticeable i n
many of her descendants .

Elder Hovey successfully carried on a large farm north of the cemetery on East Hill ,
preaching in that community as well as others . He gave land for the East Hill Cemetery, in-
cluding the Church site .

Thirteen children were born to this couple, some born in Windham, Conn ., some in
Canterbury, Conn ., and the last eight were born in Lyme, N .H. on Grants Island, a thirty
acre island in the Connecticut River between Lyme, N .H. and Thetford, Vt . The Hovey s
erected a house and a barn and dwelt and prospered there until they moved to Brookfiel d
East Hill in 1794 .

In the burying ground on East Hill may be found the graves of this pioneer couple, as wel l
as many ,of their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren .

Five children and one granddaughter of the above couple settled on East Hill and raised
families; thus the north end of East Hill became known as the Hovey Neighborhood . The
five children and granddaughter are as follows : Rufus Cleveland Hovey, Samuel, Alvan ,
Abigail Hovey Hibbard (Mrs . Oliver Hibbard), Elizabeth Hovey Hibbard (Mrs . Gurdon
Hibbard) and Sarah Hovey Hibbard (Mrs . Alpheus Hibbard) .

Rufus Cleveland Hovey was married in N .H.to Grace Billings . They had thirteen children ;
the first, Rufus Billings Hovey, being born in New Hampshire and the other twelve born i n
Brookfield . They lived on the Trask farm, caring for his mother and five or six younge r
brothers and sisters until her death, after which he sold the farm and moved to Albany, Vt .
establishing a Hovey Neighborhood there .

Samuel Hovey, born in Lyme, N.H. in 1774, married Ama Billings, sister of the wife o f
Rufus Hovey . Nine children were born to them, three of whom settled on East Hill, living
there until old age forced them to live elsewhere . These were : Alvan ; James Harvey, wh o
built the Stoddard homestead ; and Permelia, who married Bela Downing . Ama Hovey died
on Feb. 13, 1836 and on Dec . 2, 1836 Samuel married Phyletta Kendall from Williamstown ,
Vt. Two daughters were born to them . Ama Phyletta, born on July 7, 1838, married Edwin
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Hibbard . They spent their lives in Montpelier, Vt ., but are buried on East Hill . Alta Loretta
was born Feb . 17, 1840, and married James Alexander Trask . The Trasks spent their lives on
East Hill, and had one child, James Edgar, who also spent his entire life in the Hovey
Neighborhood .

Samuel and Ama's son, Alvan Hovey, born on Dec . 4, 1804 in Brookfield, married Mary
Dodge Trask in Hartland, Vt . Their second daughter, Maryann, the only one of four
children to spend her life on East Hill, married Urban Bixby .

Permelia Hovey was born in Brookfield in 1809, and married Bela Downing from Chelsea ,
Vt . in 1833 . They raised a family of eight children, none of whom lived in Brookfield afte r
maturity .

James Harvey Hovey, the seventh child of Samuel and Ama Billings Hovey, was born o n
East Hill in 1811 . He married Rachel Downing of Chelsea, in 1832 . They lived on what is
now the Stoddard farm . Mr . Hovey built the house and lived there until his death in 1857 ,
after which Solomon Stoddard Sr . bought the place . It has been occupied by the Stoddards
since that time, Milburn and Cesarine Alexander Stoddard still living there to this da y
(1974) .

Abigail and Elizabeth, daughters, and Sarah, a granddaughter of Elder Samuel an d
Abigail Cleveland Hovey, will be found under the Hibbard sketch .

Alvan Hovey, sixth son of Elder Samuel and Abigail Cleveland Hovey, was born in Lyme ,
N.H. in 1779. He married first in Brookfield in 1803, Nancy Seabury, who was born i n
Washington, Vt . in 1780 and died in 1856. Only one daughter, Emily Ann, lived on East Hill
after maturity . She married David Emery, and lived on the home farm for many years, late r
moving to Chelsea . Alvan Hovey 's second wife was his cousin, Mrs . Nancy (Hamblin) ,
Bean. She was born on East Hill but after her husband's death she went to Enfield, N .H. to
live with a son .

Alvan Hovey invented the first horse-drawn rake on wheels and received a patent for it .
The model is now the property of the Vermont Historical Society and may be seen on displa y
in Montpelier, Vt .

John Lucius Pettengill, great-grandfather of
Alton Howe. John L. was a blacksmith and farmer,
on the place now owned by the Merle Miller's.

(Courtesy of Mrs. G. Howe)



Alton E. Howe with Cub and Chub. (date unknown)

(Courtesy Mrs. Alton Howe)

HOWE/STEELE/PETTENGILL
by Evangeline Howe Parent

Ara Howe (1799-1863), was born in West Boylston, Mass . In 1822 he married Susanna
Goodale (1801-1858) . He was a cabinet maker known for his chairs . He brought his trade t o
Vermont from Sterling, Mass. He was in Brookfield in 1841 . His shops were located on
Ralph Road in Brookfield and then in South Northfield, Vt . where the Old Red Mill is now
located . His Brookfield property included the present Town Library building, the Kore n
house (formerly Benham house, then part of Green Trails) and the Green Trails main house ,
which was Marcus Peck 's then Mrs . Fiske's . Ara and Susanna had eleven children : Arah ,
Lyman, Martha, Susanna, Matilda, Adoniram, Hannah, Asa Edward, Mary, Zarah and
Sarah (twins) .

Asa Edward Howe (1835-1895) was born in Sterling, Mass . In 1859 he married Olive
Dorcas French (1841-1921) in Royalton . He was a cabinet maker like his father Ara . Asa and
Olive had five children : Elizabeth, Lillian, Emmons Edward, Malona and Lorrila .

Emmons Edward Howe (1869-1935) was born in Bethel . In 1893 he married Nellie Rosett e
-s -- Steele (1872-1963) of Brookfield. Emmons was a painter, farmer and horseman. He was

known for his beautiful horses . Emmons and Rosette had three children : Alton Emmons ,
Ara John and Ray Carroll . Ara and Ray died in infancy .

Alton Emmons Howe (1894-1977) was born in East Roxbury, Vt . In 1937 he married Ger-
trude Eliza Rogers (1902- ) of Barre, Vt . Alton was a farmer in Brookfield . They had on e
daughter, Evangeline Marion Howe, born in Barre in 1939, who was married in Northfiel d
in 1965 to Gene Smith Parent, born in Burlington, Vt . in 1938. They had three children : Jon
Howe Parent (1970-1970) ; James Howe Parent, born 1972; and Mary, born in 1975 and died in
infancy . They adopted Suh Myung Soon, born in Seoul, Korea on May 20, 1977 and she wa s
given the name of Sarah Jane Parent .

James Steele (1771-1848) and his wife, Anna Blaisdell (1764-1841), came from Warren ,
Vt. with their family of nine children in the early 1800's . They settled on Steele Hill in
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Brookfield .
Phineas Steele (1802-1880), the seventh child of James and Anna Steele, married in 1823

Lucy Smith (1805- ) of East Roxbury and a daughter of Jedidiah Smith, a Revolutionary
War Veteran . Of their eleven children, four remained in Brookfield .

James J . Steele (1824-1908), oldest child of Phineas and Lucy Steele, married in 1850 Mar-
tha Pike, third child of James Pike and Rhoda Jones . James and Martha had four children ;
Albert, W. Mahlon, J . Jones and Clara . J . Jones married Etta Fletcher and remained o n
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Steele Hill in the house that his father James built . Clara, who died in 1887, married Georg e
Bailey. Their son Elam Bailey lived on the home farm on Mill Hill, Northfield, for many
years .

Joseph Steele (1826-1862), second son of Phineas and Lucy Steele, married in 1950 Seviah
Pike, sister of Martha Pike . Joseph built a house on Steele Hill just south of the house buil t
by his brother James . Joseph and Seviah had four girls : Ella, who married Frank O. Allen in
1868, had Charles, Leon and Bert ; Abbie Ann, who married George Foss, had Jessie (Pope )
and Winifred (Humphrey) ; Isabelle, who married Fred Pope, who died in 1895 leaving on e
son, Fred Pope, Jr ., and a daughter, Ruth (Stevens) . Isabelle later married Marshall Amidon
and lived in Pond Village . The fourth daughter of Joseph and Seviah, Jennie, marrie d
Monroe Wheatley, settled in East Brookfield and raised seven children : George, Ernest ,
Lena, Arthur, Bessie E ., Walter and James . When Joseph Steele died he left Seviah to carr y
on the farm on Steele Hill and bring up four girls ranging in age from one to ten years .

Lewis Nelson Steele (1842-1922), was born in East Roxbury and died in Brookfield an d
was the ninth child of Phineas and Lucy Steele . In 1863 he married Sarah Maria Pettengil l
(1843-1895) of Berlin . Lewis was a farmer and mail carrier . Their only child, Nellie Rosett e
Steele, married Emmons Edward Howe, as previously noted .

Lucy Jane Steele (1845-1931), born in East Roxbury, youngest daughter of Phineas an d
Lucy Steele, married, in 1868, Henry L . Edson (1839-1914), born in Brookfield, only son o f
Henry Edson and Clarissa Lorinda Capron . Henry died in Brookfield and Lucy Jane died i n
Pomona, Calif . They had two children, born in Roxbury, Vt . : Mertele (Myrtle) May was
born in 1868 and died in 1884 in Brookfield . Roselle ("Rose") Augusta was born in 1874 and
in 1898 married 1st William Stone in Greensboro, Vt . He died in 1901 . She married 2nd
Elmer E . Jones (1861-1942), born in Enfield, N .H ., son of Alba Elmer Jones and Hanna
Copeland . Elmer died in Pomona, Calif . and they had no children .

The name of Pettengill is spelled two different ways, and according to the Pettingell
genealogy they all came from the same ancestor, Richard Pettingell, born in England .

John Lucius Pettengill (1817-1886) died in Brookfield . In 1842 he married Mary Lyman
Darling of Berlin (1823-1898) . He was a farmer and blacksmith in Brookfield . They had
three children : Sarah Marie, Rosette D. and John Carleton .

Sarah Maria Pettengill (1843-1895) married Lewis Nelson Steele and their daughter, Nelli e
Rosette Steele married Emmons Edward Howe . (See Howe and Steele histories . )

Pettengill homestead.



HUTCHINSON
William Alonzo Hutchinson, born in 1839, came to Brookfield from Wisconsin . Children

born in Wisconsin were William L . (1860) ; Angela, (1862) ; and Stephen, (1864) . The story
goes that when the mother was unable to persuade her husband to return to Vermont as soon
as she wished, she and the children came without him . He must have followed, and four
more children were born in Vermont : Gertrude, (1868) ; Lorena (1870) ; Luke (1874) ; and
Rufus (1881) .

Luke married Emily Benedict, and their son Lucian Sr . was . born in 1897, in Northfield
Falls . The family lived in Tewksbury, MA for some years, until about 1910, when they pur-
chased the Luke Parish farm on West Street in Brookfield. Lucian carried on this farm until
1945, when he moved to Randolph and worked for the Soil Conservation Service until hi s
retirement in 1965 . He married Ruth Allen of Randolph, and they had two sons : Lucian, Jr . ,
who lives in New York state ; and Duane, of Randolph .

Stephen married Mary French ; their farm was in West Brookfield, near the Roxbury line .
Their children were: Ralph, Lois, and Lynn . Ralph and his family lived in West Brookfiel d
for many years ; a granddaughter, Elinor Gray, lives in Brookfield now . Stephen's grand-
daughter, Emma Poirier of Bennington, writes : "My grandfather was a representative to the
State Legislature, was very active in the church ; my grandmother played the organ in both
East Braintree and West Brookfield churches . He operated a big dairy farm, and his hobbie s
were hunting and snowshoeing . "

HYDE
Henry Hyde's great-grandfather was Uzariah Hyde, who probably came from Connec-

ticut . Uzariah first settled on the Whiting place in East Brookfield . Here he found swamp s
and big pines as well as fogs, and swapped his place for a farm on East Hill .

His son was Jerah (Jeremiah) Hyde . Jerah's son was William Philander Hyde . He was the
father of Henry Hyde, who married Abbie Carpenter . They lived for many years on the far m
adjacent to the Pattersons and sold to Frank Holden . Henry and Abbie moved to th e
William Graves place in Brookfield Village which they purchased from Florence Grave s
Sprague (about 1938) .

KINGSBURY/HERRICK
by Thelma Keyes Hill

The first Kingsbury to settle in Brookfield was Daniel, who married in Norwich, Connec-
ticut, and then came to Brookfield "around 1790 "—the Wild history says 1786 . We are told
that the Kingsburys had a mill on the small stream which runs downhill past the Edson pro -
perties on the western side of Colt's Pond. Andrew, the great-grandson of Daniel, marrie d
Carrie Louise Herrick in Brookfield in 1890 .

Another member of our family to arrive early in Brookfield was David Herrick, who settl-
ed here in 1799, coming from Connecticut at the age of 29, and built a log cabin on Bear Hill .
This was near the present red house north of the old schoolhouse. Farming continued on thi s
tract of land for more than 150 years . David 's grandson, Denslow, was born in 1830, and
married Marianne Ames of Hardwick, Massachusetts Denslow was in the Civil War ,
mustered out on Aug. 5, 1863, because of disability .

The youngest daughter born to this marriage was Carrie Louise . Her mother died when
she was ten months old, and Carrie was brought up by her grandparents, John and Abigai l
Herrick. As noted above, she married Andrew Kingsbury ; their daughter Alice (Keyes, b .
1891) is presently living in Brookfield Village . Andrew Kingsbury died in 1893, two months
before their second daughter, Mabel, was born. Carrie, a young widow with two children t o
raise, married a second time, in 1895, to Merton Chase . Four more children were born to thi s
union . They continued farming on the Herrick homestead throughout most of their . lives .
Merton at one time also ran a livery stable in Northfield . Merton's father, Zolva, served i n
the Union Army and was a prisoner of war . He resided in Brookfield after his release for
several years . Of the four children born to Carrie and Merton, no descendant now lives i n
Brookfield . They were Ellsworth, Alton, Kenneth, and Gertrude. Alton is the only survivor
at this time; he lives in Northfield with his sister Mabel (Holmes), now widowed . Mabel had
no children ; Alton married late in life, and has no children . Ellsworth married Elmina White
of Brookfield ; they had one daughter, Olga (Grenier) now living in Florida . Kenneth married
Anne Savikiti in Philadelphia . Their daughter Ruth (Yacavoni) is now in Montpelier, and
another daughter, Roberta (Beattie) in North Carolina . Gertrude and her first husband ,
Winston Sharrow, had six children . The oldest, Wanda (Chittenden) died in California ;
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