
CHAPTER XI
THE CHURCHES OF BROOKFIELD

For an interesting account of the early years of Brookfield's
churches, see the "Religious History" section in E.P. Wild's
History of Brookfield from 1779-1862 .

BROOKFIELD CENTER - NORTH BROOKFIELD
Seven years passed from the first record of settlement to the first record of preaching . By

1787 there were about forty families in Brookfield . Many of them had come up through th e
settlements along the Connecticut where they had seen the beginnings of churches all along
the way . There had already been a church in Randolph for four years by then . An early
historian states that "there is little question that there was preaching more or less in tow n
every year, barns and private dwellings being used as the places of meeting . "

It was July 11, 1787, that the Reverend Elijah Brainerd of Randolph came up to officiate
at the gathering of the "Church of Christ " in Brookfield. Thirteen people owned the conve-
nant and subscribed to the statement of faith .

The need for a house for worship was however being felt, for in December, 1787, the town
voted to find the geographical center of the town for the purpose of locating a meetin g
house . Noah Paine and a committee of eight men in January reported the center had bee n
found but was unsuitable for a public building, but that a spot forty rods northeast would be
better . This spot is thought to have been near the brick house at the Center (Mayer, 1987), o r
northeast of there . It appears that a building "not to be paid for by the town" was put up fo r
church services while a meeting house was being erected . This building was near the Paine
brooks, and is thought to have been a log house with no windows, and with an earthen floo r
and blocks for seats .

Elijah Lyman, aged 24, having recently graduated from Dartmouth, was called on
September 22, 1788, to be the first minister here . Mr. Lyman's ordination took place April 8 ,
1789, and he continued as pastor until his death in 1828 . In those thirty-nine years, 381 per-
sons were admitted to membership in the church . The town grew from about 400 people in
1791 to about double that in 1800, and it increased by about 400 people in each of the nex t
two decades. The church kept abreast of town growth .

One can imagine Elijah Lyman as he matured here in the Center . He probably built hi s
house south of the Center . "I am not clear, (states Rev . M.S . Crook) whether it was the pre-
sent Brookfield Publishing location, or whether it was about on that site . From that spot he
liked to walk the mile or so to the church and to the tavern, for he came in an era that valued
the pleasures of the body as they did the pleasures of the Spirit . He was a leader in forming
our famous library in 1795. And he was a leader too among the churches in Vermont . He was
the Preacher before the State Convention in 1799 ; that must have been an honor for a man
of 35 in those days, and suggests his power in that field . In 1803 he was Scribe of the State
Convention . In 1810 he was host to the State Convention in his_own house . In 1822, then in
his late fifties, Priest Lyman, as he was called, was chosen Moderator of the State Conven-
tion . He died six years later ."

In 1790 the church voted that a standing committee of three be chosen in the church t o
take notice of matters of difficulty among the members and use their influence for a recon-
ciliation—but if ineffectual, and the affair be actionable, they should bring it before th e
church . The annual appointment of this committee is traced down 37 years . Traveling on the
Sabbath was one of the things folks were accused of .

About the year 1791 the first real meeting house was started . According to records, thi s
house was 26x36 feet with twelve-foot posts, costing 55 pounds or about $275 . It was to be
paid in wheat at five shillings per bushel . Additional expenses of building were paid with
taxes and the sale of space on the floor .

Town records give us the impression that the frame of the building was put up and for
some reason not finished, for on September 6, 1791 the town "voted to accept the frame for
a meeting house as it now stands . " On December 5th of the same year it was voted to pay fo r
what was already done on the meeting house and to see if the town would do any more on it .
They voted to raise a tax to defray the expenses of what was already done which totaled 60
pounds, 14 shillings and 4 pence . A committee was given power to sell the pew ground an d
use the money to finish the building as far as it would go, and to finish the clapboarding o n
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same. Town meetings were held in the meeting house and one thing voted on was to see if the
town would make an offer to Nathaniel Humphrey for the land occupied by the meetin g
house .

Several denominations attended this church, and in the year 1801-1802 several notices are
recorded by people declaring a disbelief in the religious opinions of the majority of the town .
This may have led up to the forming of a Congregational Society in 1802 . Up to this time al l
matters concerning the church were looked after by the town .

With increased population a larger church was needed, and a committee of five was ap-
pointed to decide on a location . A committee of three from out of town was appointed . The
spot finally agreed upon appears to have been near the corner below Weston Martin's (1987 )
farm. According to the original bond this building was 48x60 feet with 20 eight-foot posts . It
had a steeple and belfry, was painted white, with the roof a Spanish brown .

There evolved some strife in the First Congregational Church, now quite prosperous .
Some members left this church and joined the Methodist Society .

As time went on, the need of a new and more modern meeting house was recognized, but
conflicting interests of the Center and North Village led to a difference of opinion as to loca-
tion . At length a committee of disinterested men from out of town was chosen to determine
such location as in their judgment would best serve the interests of the whole parish . Thi s
committee recommended fixing the location one-half mile north of the site then in use . The
Society in 1846 dismantled the old church and erected the new one at the present site of th e
barn on the Edwin Smith farm, just south of the Marvin Newton house . Many still
remember how it looked before it was moved to Lordship, CT in 1949 . Among the specifica-
tions for the new church were : "the inside to be furnished with pulpit and 56 pews made of
first rate butternut . . .each pew furnished with one, and the pulpit with two, flaring spittoon s
made of pine and painted slate color . . .two stoves, the stovepipes to pass over the body pew s
forming into one pipe, elevated eight feet from the floor ." Foot stoves were carried from
homes and used in the pews when it was cold . "Services were held in the forenoon befor e
Sunday School ; they would then eat their lunches and listen to another sermon ." (from
paper by Gertrude Hall) . The cellar of this building was used for Town Meetings for many
years . It is easy to believe the story that it was a station on the underground railroad by
which countless slaves passed from Randolph to Montpelier and on to freedom in Canada .

Meantime, in North Village, a subscription was raised to build a meeting house there .
Then some of the First Church members petitioned for dismission to form the new church
there . Their request was denied and an Ecclesiastical Council was called in 1848 . This Coun-
cil ruled in favor of the Church . The dissidents, five months later, called an ex paste council ,
and as a result fifty-five members moved from the Church in the Center to the new one in
North Village . The Universalists and Baptists joined with these people to erect, in 1847, th e
building that still houses what was then the Second Congregational Church . Parts of the ol d
meeting house that had been built in 1832, perhaps back of where the Lunds now live, were
used in building the new meeting house . Subscriptions totalled $2008, in amounts ranging
from $5 to $200 . The contract signed with Asa Smithwas quite specific and detailed . In addi -
tion to being paid the sum of $1900, Mr . Smith was to have "everything in the Unio n
Meeting House except the stoves and pipes . "

The church and society were without the ownership of a parsonage prior to 1870, or nea r
that time . The first parsonage was completed, ready for occupancy, in 1886, at a large ex-
pense . That building burned on September 26, 1909 . It is said that seven buildings were afire,_
including James Parmenter's store, the Haggett barn, and the Peck house . Water from th e
pond was used to fight the blaze, employing a bucket brigade . The new and present par-
sonage building was built during the summer of 1910 .

As time passed, the population center shifted to the North Village, because of mills and
shops locating there, and in 1920 it was deemed necessary to combine both churches . The
First Congregational Church name was retained, with services held at the Second Congrega -
tional Church for convenience, and one service held at the South Church each summer .

As with most churches, the tireless work of the women is interwoven into the fabric of its
foundation, an invaluable component of its very existence . The steeple and bell in the North
Church were bought by the Ladies Sewing Circle, and the bell was hung on October 5, 186 6
Among other contributions in that era were slate roofing, new hymn books, and aid i n
carpeting the church .

At first the building had box pews with brass catches . About 1883-1884 rebuilding con-
sisted of a new basement, an addition to the east end, new windows, frescoed walls, gothi c
type lines at the front, stained glass window back of the pulpit, new side gallery, new seats ,
carpet, and front steps outside .

In August of 1937 an elaborate sesquicentennial celebration was held at the Village Churc h
and on the lawn of the First Congregational Church in the Center . It was noted at that time
that "the pastorate of the Reverend William Bushee was the longest and one of the mos t

1 40



An early view of the East Brookfield Church .



notable in the history of the Second Congregational Church . It was the custom during Mr.
Bushee's ministry for the parish each year to give the pastor a donation party . On the ap-
pointed evening families made a surprise visit at the parsonage, bringing gifts of provision s
for the winter to supplement the pastor 's none too ample salary. "

Through the years repairs have been made to the building, such as painting, repairing th e
steeple and the roof, redecorating the sanctuary, and also the vestry . The kitchen was
remodeled when an oil furnace was installed. The sanctuary has not been changed, except fo r
painting, in the last hundred years. The seat cushions were covered by an enthusiasti c
Women's Association at one time . New hymnals have been purchased, with memorial gifts .
In 1960 an electric organ replaced the old Estey . This organ, however, fell heir to the infir-
mities of obsolescence, with inability to replace worn and broken parts, so in 1982 anothe r
organ was purchased . Storm windows, downstairs, were purchased in 1969 . Kind benefac-
tors have helped greatly in financing all these projects . An artesian well was drilled in 1979 ,
and flush toilets installed, with accompanying septic system .

By far the most ambitious project undertaken was in the fall of 1983 with a fund drive t o
preserve the decaying understructure . The fund drive was eminently successful because o f
the warm hearts of members and friends of the church, and help from grants received, as
well as a very successful auction . The preservation work was done in the summer and fall o f
1984. Included in the restoration was the installation of two new furnaces, in order to ade-
quately heat both floors simultaneously or separately as need arises . The work also included
other energy-efficient measures such as insulation, and storm windows in the sanctuary .
Because so many "seasonal" residents had been involved in the funding of the project, th e
celebration of its completion was delayed until July, 1985 .

The First Congregational Church was for a time a member of the Tri-Parish Council, 196 5
to 1967, yoked with the Randolph Center and East Bethel churches . In September, 1979, the
church became incorporated under the non-profit corporation law .

In 1949 it was learned that the Lordship Community Church, near Stratford, CT, needed
a building, and the South Church was offered without cost to them . The old building wa s
taken down in sections, and loaded onto fifteen trailer trucks—before interstates simplifie d
the journey . The steeple was lifted from its base and transported intact . In its new home, it
was restored to its original appearance, though with an additional chancel, and eventually a
new portico . In its attractive setting looking toward Long Island Sound, the old church en-
joys a renewed and useful life .

In July of 1987, another milestone will be reached, on the 200th anniversary of the gather-
ing of the First Congregational Church of Brookfield . We must admire the courage and fait h
of those hardy souls, and praise God that their faith in the future has thus far been
perpetuated by the dedication of members and friends of the church through the years .

The First Congregational Church in Brookfield Center, which was moved to Lordship, Connec-
ticut in 1949.
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Pond Village Church, now the First Congregational .

(Photo courtesy D. MacAskill)

Interior, Village Church, date unknown . Note the stenciling.

(Courtesy Edson Bigelow)



MINISTERS IN BROOKFIELD, VERMONT
First Congregational Church-Organized July 11, 1787

1788-1828 Rev . Elijah Lyman
1828-1829 Rev. John F . Stone
1830-1867 Rev. Daniel Wil d
1868-1870 Rev. George H. White
1870-1871 Rev . Joshua S . Gay
1871-1880 Rev . George B. Tolman
1880-1884 Rev. William M . Gay
1885-1886 Rev. John H. Thyng
1887-1889 Rev. Royal D . Metcalf

Second Congregational Church—Organized November 16, 1848
1849-1850 Rev. Samuel J .M. Lord
1850-1855 Rev. Archibald Flemming
1856-1857 Rev . Aurelius S . Swift
1857-1858 Rev . Harvey Webster
1860-1865 Rev. David Perry
1866-1868 Rev. Charles W. Emerson
1868-1879 Rev . William A. Bushee
1880-1881 Rev . John P. DeMerritt
1881-1884 Rev . William M. Gay
1885-1889 Rev. William Carr
1891-1898 Rev. Charles H. Morse

(these ministers served both churches from 1891-1920)
1898-1905 Rev . Ralph C. Abercrombi e
1905-1906 Rev . George C. Howe .
1907-1908 Rev . John E . Sweet

1910 Rev. Hiram Q. Ward
1911-1913 Rev. J . Frank Locke
1913-1918 Rev. William Taylor
1919-1922 Rev . James S. Clark

(Second, Church disbanded May 11, 1920 to unite with the First Church)
1923-1931 Rev . John Q. Angell
1931-1934 Rev. R .W.E . MacKenzi e

1935 Prof. C.V. Woodbury
1939 'Mr . Gordon Newell
1940 Mr . Kenneth Ros s
1942 Mr . Wilfred Meloo n
1943 Mr . Ashley Doan e
1946 Miss Ruth Horsman
1947 Mr . Robert Reitinger
1948 Mr . John Angevin
1949 Mr . George Burton
1950 Mr . Leroy Hastings
1951 Rev . William Sloat

1952-1955 Rev . Robert S. Baker
1955 Mr . Stanley Hol t

1956-1959 Rev . Arthur W . Child s
1959 Rev . Donald Osborn and Mr . Thomas F . Brown
1960 Rev . Donald Osborn and Mr . Robert S . Magee
1961 Rev . Donald Osborn and Mr . Bruce W. Mosher
1962 Mr . Earl H. Anderson
1963 Mr . William Nye
1964 Mr . Harlan W . Beach and Mr. John S . Hawley
1965 Mr . Harlan W. Beach and Mr . Philip S. Durkee
1966 Mr . Stephen V. Doughty and Mr. Edson P . Bigelo w
1967 Mr . David Parrish and Mr . Edson P . Bigelo w
1968 Mr . Gene Laskowski and Mr . George Moore
1969 Mr . George Moore and Rev . Philip Chase
1970 Rev . Philip Chase and Mr . Richard Christensen
1971 Rev . William Nilsen and Mr . John Virgint

1972-1974 Rev . Manuel H. Snow
1975 Mr . Edward Bernald and Mr . Edson P. Bigelow

1976-1979 Mr . Edson P. Bigelow
1980-1986 Rev . Malcolm S . Crook



Julia Peabody's Sunday School class, and visitors, East Brookfield, 1920 's. Front row: Winnie
Sprague, Margaret and Guy Fletcher, Frank and Carrie Richardson, Tenny Wheatley, Julia
Peabody, George Sprague, Rev . John Q. Angell, Ina and Wallace Austin . Back row: Oscar Lamson ,
Volney Farr, Mrs. Tenny Wheatley, Gladys Farr, Frank Wilcox, Eva Grout, Lizzie Wilcox, Stella
and Ed Trask, Clara and Fred Holmes, Eva and Ralph Wilcox, Mrs . John Angell, Louise and Harry
Smith.

(Courtesy Doris Hill)

EAST BROOKFIEL D
On January 13, 1801, a Universalist Society was organized in East Brookfield . This societ y

usually held its meetings on the branch, although occasionally at the North Village o r
Brookfield Center schoolhouse .

In East Brookfield, in 1827 or 1828, the Reverend W . Fisk spent some weeks surveying th e
strength of residents of Methodist background to see if a Methodist Church or class woul d
be feasible . Rev. Fisk was later to be President of Wesleyan University in Middletown, CT ,
where one of the campus buildings is named after him. Quite a number left the Congrega-
tional Church and joined the new society . It flourished for a number of years to become, a t
one time, the largest and most influential religious society in town .

The two societies, Methodist and Universalist, united about 1829 to build a house of wor-
ship on the branch . This house stood where the present church now stands . It seems that this
church slowly dissolved, along with the Freewill Baptist Church on East Hill "leaving n o
centralized plan or place of worship for all the people of East Brookfield ." As an answer to
each of their separate problems, the three societies decided to unite in 1882, and formed wha t
was known as the Union Religious Society . More than one hundred signed its constitution
and by-laws . This society continued to exist until 1955 .

A subscription paper was circulated by the Union Religious Society to raise money t o
repair the old (Methodist) church building ; some subscribers preferred to have the old
building taken down and build anew . This latter plan was carried out and a new building wa s
erected that summer on the old foundation . The dedication took place on December 7, 1882 .

In the fall of 1882 twelve members of the Second Congregational Church in Brookfield re-
quested letters of transfer for the purpose of forming a Congregational Church in Eas t
Brookfield . This met with some opposition, and a Council of Churches was held, together
with the local people . After several meetings a form of confession of faith and convenan t
was adopted and a Congregational Church was formed on January 16, 1883 with twenty-one
members .
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In 1891 the East Brookfield Church began to share a minister with the church i n
Williamstown, and this practice has continued over the years to the present .

During the early years, all social events were held at members' homes, but about 1896
plans were started to enlarge the church building, and in 1902 these plans materialized ; with
the addition of a parlor on the first floor and a kitchen and dining room on the second floor .
A furnace was installed at this time . As the years went by, other improvements were added ,
repairing and redecorating done as it was indicated . The Ladies Society has been an impor-
tant part of the work and the growth of the church, as in many other churches, being respon-
sible for raising money for repairs and improvements to the property .

In 1925 the Baptist Society on the East Hill was dissolved and its remaining funds turned
over to the East Brookfield Church, for preaching expenses . When the East Hill Church was
taken down in 1920, the bell was given to the East Brookfield Church .

The first method of raising money for preaching was by renting the pews each year to th e
highest bidder . Later this was supplemented by subscriptions . The custom of renting pews
was discontinued in 1901 and subscriptions alone were then depended upon . Since there wer e
Congregationalists, Methodists and Baptists in the Union Religious Society, there wa s
preaching by ministers of these three denominations according to the money contributed b y
each .

In 1927 considerable repair work was done on the church, and the next year the Sunday
School installed electric lights in the church building . In 1929 the seat cushions were given a
much-needed recovering, and in 1931 a wet sink was installed in the kitchen .

The matter of the horse sheds was an item of business in 1936 . It was necessary to repair or
dispose of the sheds, so the Society acquired them from the individual owners . The five a t
the north end were taken down ; the remaining six were repaired, and are used for storage ,
mostly for the wood supply .

Extensive repairing and redecorating was done in the spring of 1949 . The foundation was
repaired, the building repainted inside and out, and the church was insulated and partl y
replastered . The platform was extended across the entire east side of the auditorium and th e
new addition at the north end enclosed by an altar rail ., A new altar was built and a velve t
dossal hung above it. A gift of the very lovely chandelier from the Brookfield Center Church
was received in 1949 at the time that the church was moved to Lordship, CT . The chandelier
was refinished and electrified by Ray Perry and Arthur Hill .

East Brookfield Church, as it appeared before the building was enlarged in 1902 .

(Courtesy Pauline Jackson)
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On April 5, 1959 a new electric organ was dedicated . Many people gave memorial con-
tributions for the purchase of the organ . In 1961 the members of each church voted separate-
ly on the question of whether to join the United Church of Christ, and East Brookfield vote d
unanimously to join .

At the annual meeting in 1964 it was voted to discontinue the Old Home Sunday specia l
services .

In 1968 a well was dug on Ruby Tracy's land and water was piped to the church . The toilet
room in the basement was rebuilt and insulated, and a pump, flush toilet, lavatory and ho t
water heater were installed in this room. Upstairs in the kitchen two sinks were installed an d
new dish cupboards were built . The exterior of the church was painted in 1972 by Sherman
Salter, with volunteer labor and donations by many members . In 1974 a new Gilbransen
organ, given in memory of George and Winnifred Sprague, was dedicated .

Construction of a new foundation and basement was undertaken in the summer of 1975 ,
and a Sunday School room finished off downstairs .

In 1978 the south side of the church was re-roofed and the steeple shingled . In 1980 the
sanctuary was redecorated. In 1984 the outside of the church was painted. A special 100th
anniversary celebration was held in 1983 .

It is gratifying to look back over the years and realize the dedication of so many presen t
and former members to the preservation of their church organization and building . It seem s
that the bold spirit of those early Christians has carried through to the present in this, as i n
the other Brookfield churches .

MINISTERS OF EAST BROOKFIELD CHURC H
The first sermon was preached by Rev . E.E. Herrick of Chelsea, VT . Until 189 1

Methodist, Congregational and Baptist ministers came each Sunday from nearby towns .
These included Reverends Thyng, Beard, Blaisdell, Smith, Garr, Gay, Vincent, Sherburne ,
and Schofield . Since 1891 our church has had the same minister as the Williamstown Con-
gregational Church .

1891-94

	

Rev. Perrin
1894-96

	

Rev. Vater
1897-99

	

Rev. Perley Womer
1900-11

	

Rev. David Strong
1911-19

	

Rev. John Iron s
1919-23

	

Rev. Charles Walsh
1923-32

	

Rev. John Kimball
1933-38

	

Rev. Charles Salisbur y
1939-41

	

Rev. David Evans
1941-45

	

Rev. Arthur Gillispie
1945-50

	

Rev. Daniel Hatli e
1950-53

	

Rev. Mathew Porter
1953-57

	

Rev. Robert Catton
1957-58

	

Rev. James Green
1959 (Interim)

	

Rev. Osbom
1959-65

	

Rev. William Beldan
1965-67 (Int .)

	

Rev. John Evans
1967 (Summer)

	

Rev. Hugh Smith
1967-68 (Int .)

	

Rev.-John Evans
1968-74

	

Rev. Hugh Smith
1974-

	

Rev. Jane Bartlett
Methodist ministers from Williamstown who served us once a month for several year s

were Reverends Currier, Angell, Roberts, Abbott, Oldridge, Keeling, and MacKenzie .

EAST HILL
On the East Hill, in July 1817, a small company of people met at Mrs . Hovey's and

"entered into a verbal agreement to consider themselves a Church of Christ and take th e
Scriptures to be their only rule of faith and practice ." Again it was the Elder Nathaniel Kin g
of Randolph who gave the right hand of fellowship, and thus was formed a Freewill Baptist
Church consisting of six members . This church, too, grew and exerted "an extensive in-
fluence for 35 years . or until 1852 (as Hemenway says) since which time no record has bee n
kept, the members uniting in worship with other churches . "

Elder Samuel Hovey, who began to question the usual method of baptism soon after he
moved to Brookfield and became a member of the First Congregational Church there, "join-
ed the Baptist Society in Chelsea in 1796. He soon commenced preaching, and in 1798 wa s
ordained as an Evangelist ." He was a popular and active Freewill Baptist preacher until hi s
extreme old age . He preached in schoolhouses and in dwellings in this and adjoining towns a s
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East Hill meeting house and "burying ground."
(Courtesy Frank Holden)

long as he was able to do so—he died at the age of 90 . A granddaughter has given this picture
of him: "standing behind a table in our schoolhouse, his white hair falling over hi s
shoulders, his ruddy face and full blue eyes, preaching to an assemblage perhaps half o f
whom were his children and grandchildren; his little old lady of a wife sitting near him in th e
only chair the room could boast of, wearing her blue print dress and black bonnet, gentl y
waving a large black fan, the audience seated on long benches around the room ." It was said
of Abigail (Cleveland) Hovey that she possessed a singing voice that was "remarkable for it s
sweetness as well as for its power . It was said that on a clear evening her singing could be
heard a mile away ." Many are the times when she, her children, and her neighbors dressed i n
their clean homespun, the best the times afforded, taking their shoes in their hands, an d
walked many miles through the forests and along crude paths to some neighboring com-
munity to join in the public worship led by the husband, father and neighbor .

In 1838 the members decided that it was a duty and privilege to make every effort to con-
struct a suitable house of worship "near the graveyard in the 12th School District, said house
to be built on reasonable terms . . ." On November 1, 1839, a meeting of the proprietors of the
Brookfield East Ridge Union Meeting House was called to "choose a moderator, set the -day
for dedication and see who they will hire to preach the dedication sermon ." The East Hil l
Freewill Baptist Church building was built in 1838, five years after Elder Hovey's death . It
stood just north of the East Hill Cemetery, the land for which had been given by the Hovey s
to be used as a burying ground .

In 1925 the Baptist Society on East Hill was dissolved, and the funds turned over to th e
East Brookfield Church ; the bell was also moved to that church, when the East Hill Church
building was taken down .
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WEST BROOKFIELD
Much of the following text has been borrowed from Alice Wakefield's book "Wes t

Brookfield and Thereabouts," and the reader may refer to that source for a more detaile d
account .

"In the season of 1816 it pleased God to visit the west part of Brookfield in a wonderfu l
manner by pouring out his convicting Spirit upon the inhabitants and many souls wer e
hopefully converted, old professors were renewed, backsliders returned and it was truly a
day of great joy to many souls ." The Church of Christ in the west part of Brookfield wa s
established when the seven prospective members met under the presiding of Elder Nathaniel
King of Randolph, and after expressing to each other a mutual conviction that it was a dut y
to associate themselves together as a visible Church of Christ, they joined hands and passed a
Bible from one to the other as a token of their fellowship . They held monthly meetings in
members' houses and in the schoolhouse . They prospered for a number of years as a Freewil l
Baptist Church, but because of certain internal troubles it was thought best to disband ,
which was done in 1834 .

In 1835, another church organization was begun with fourteen members under the direc-
tion of Elders O . Shipman, J . Tucker and Eli Clark . Meetings were held at the schoolhous e
and soon included seventy to eighty members . So many families attended church at th e
schoolhouse that Abraham Smith leased land forty feet east of his store to the Schoo l
District Committee "for the purpose of erecting sheds for the accommodation of those wh o
meet for public worship in the schoolhouse near by . "

As the church grew, members wanted a building of their own. The cornerstone of the still-
standing church in West Brookfield was laid in 1839 . The church took two summers to build .
In November of 1840, the church was dedicated as the "Free Church " available to any
denomination. Reverend Jehiel Claflin was the first minister to preach there and lived wher e
the Morrises now live, east of the church, until he moved to East Westmoreland, NH .

As of 1871, West Brookfield had been many years without a resident pastor . So when the
Reverend C .S. Smith, Secretary of the Vermont Domestic Missionary Society, passe d
through town that spring and saw that the churches in East Braintree and West Brookfield
were closed, he wrote a letter offering to send a theological student to preach to them durin g
the coming summer provided the local members would meet certain conditions . The first stu -
dent minister, Arthur T . Reed from Yale Theological Seminary, was asked to stay o n
another year before returning to his studies . One of the conditions of his agreement was that
the two churches organize as one. On October 24, 1871 "The Congregational Church o f
Christ in East Braintree and West Brookfield" was organized with 34 charter members .

Church membership grew steadily, especially during the pastorate of Rev . George E .
Boynton from 1886 to 1892 . By 1918, services were held regularly in both churches excep t
special days such as Easter . In 1921, the 50th anniversary of the constitution of the church
was celebrated . The Rev. Bushnell, once a student pastor here, delivered a stirring sermon to
local residents and other former student ministers who came for the reunion .

In July of 1940, the centennial of the building was celebrated with an Old Home Day Sun -
day service and an historical pageant in the afternoon . Stella Wakefield wrote an account o f
the church's past for the state church annals . Money-was-raised to redecorate thechurch in
honor of the occasion .

Currently, the twin churches have a lay minister, Mr . Larry Roberts of Randolph . He con -
tinues the tradition of holding services in West Brookfield and East Braintree on alternat e
Sundays throughout the summer . A special Christmas Eve service is held in the winter i n
West Brookfield .

The simple but dignified colonial-style exterior of the building has been changed very littl e
since its construction. It is one of the few churches in the area where the horse sheds are stil l
standing .

When the church was built, there was a steeple on top of the belfry with small spires o n
each corner . Some time between 1875 and 1877, the steeple was hit by a great ball of lightn -
ing and fell to the ground in front of the schoolhouse . It is said that George West built
another spire for the church around the turn of the century and brought it up by sled from
his house located just below the falls . Lightning later hit the new steeple and it, too, was
removed due to severe damage and was never replaced .

Extensive repairs were made to the old church in the summer of 1960 . The building re-
mains without electricity and is still heated by the single wood stove in the rear .



PASTORS AND ACTING PASTOR S
OF THE EAST BRAINTREE-WEST BROOKFIELD CHURCH

Arthur T . Reed
Henry C . Howard
Rev. Charles H . Covell
Rev. C.P . Smith
Rev. Clark Simond s
Rev. S. Luman Vincent
Rev. George E . Boynton
William Vater
Rev . E.W. Sturtevant
John W. Goffin
Rev. John T. Urban
Rev. Charles H . Grovenor
Rev. C.N. Krook
Rev . Oswald Ranki n
Rev. George P . Fuller
Miss Estella Dickinson
Rev . Leland G . Chase
Rev . C. Arthur Hazen
Rev. J .Q. Angell, and for other short period s
Rev. J .M. Maxwell, and for other short period s
Rev. M.A. Turner, and for other short periods
Prof . C.V. Woodbury, and for other short
periods
Rev. C. William Sloat
Rev. Robert Baker
Rev. Arthur Childs
Rev. Donald Osborn
Edson P . Bigelow
Kathy Buro w
Larry Roberts

In addition, the following served the church during the summer months : 1875, Henry T .
Sill ; 1876, Samuel C. Bushnell ; 1877, J . Bernard Thrall; 1903, William Erwell ; 1927, Prof.
J .H. Howson; 1929, James K. Morse; 1930, Huber Klemme; 1931, Theodore Hadley ; 1932 ,
Roscoe Metzger ; 1933 and 1934, Maxwell Clough; 1950, Walter Cooley . Also, a fall or
winter ministry: 1872, Rev . Thyng; 1875-76, Rev. Samuel N . Dyke; 1892, J .C. Griffith ,
1915, Rev. George Howe ; 1932, Mrs . Isabella McMinn .

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARIS H
In 1863, in Randolph, Father Zehrin Bruin held the first Mass in these parts and purchase d

the lot where the present church in Randolph stands. During World War II, Brookfield wa s
set up as a mission of the Randolph Parish . Services were held in the farm house that stood
on the property where the St . Edward's Chapel now stands .

For a period, Brookfield was a mission of the Barre Parish, but has since been returned t o
Randolph . Under the leadership of Father Falvella, the church building was erected about
1960 or 1961 . It prospered at first, but after a time services were held only in the summer ,
and eventually discontinued . In 1986, the building was purchased by Earle Newton for th e
purpose of establishing "The Museum of the Americas ." Worshipers of the Roman Catholic
faith now attend services in Randolph, Williamstown or Barre .

May 1871-Aug. 1872
Sept. 1872-Nov. 1874
Nov. 1877-Nov. 1879
May 1880-Feb . 1881
July 1881-July 1882
Nov. 1882-May 188 5
Mar . 1886-Jan. 1892
Dec. 1892-Jan. 1896
May 1896-Apr . 1900
Oct . 1900-Dec . 1902
Aug. 1904-Aug . 1906
Mar. 1907-Oct . 1908
Nov. 1908-Sept . 1909
Nov. 1909-Nov. 1910
July 1912-Apr . 191 5
Dec. 1915-Apr . 1918
Apr . 1918-Jan . 1920
Mar. 1925-Mar : 1927
Sept . 1927-Dec. 1928
Oct . 1931-June 1932
Oct. 1933-June 1934
May 1935-May 193 7

1950-195 1
1952-195 5
1956-195 9
1959-196 1
1973-198 1
1981-1983
1984-

1 50
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