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Events 

Marvin Newton 
House opened 
Sundays in July and 
August from 2:00 – 
5:00 PM. 
 
Ice Cream Social & 
Antique Auto Show, 
July 22, 2007,  
2:00 – 4:00 PM, 
at the Marvin 
Newton House. 
 
Morgan Horse 
Race,  
Sept. 15, 2007, 
starting at 1:00 PM 
along the Morgan 
Mile Road 
(http://www.morgan
mile.com/ ). 
 
Annual Meeting & 
Potluck Supper 
October 14, 2007, 
starting at 4:00 PM, 
in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Pond 
Village Church. 
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On Thursday last, Brookfield 
celebrated the completion of its 
new town hall.  Dedicatory 
exercises, lasting all day, were 
largely attended by Brookfield’s 
own townspeople, and by not a 
few from out of town. 
 
The hall is located on the main 
street, opposite the hotel and very 
convenient to access.  The 
building is a blending of the old 
and the new.  The portion fronting 
the street has been used many 
years for public purposes, having 
within it two good-sized halls, 
occupied by the Masons, Eastern 
Star, Post [Grand Army of the 
Republic], Relief Corps, Good 
Templars and Grange; also 
corridors and cloak room.  This 
old part has been revamped to 
make it harmonize with the new 
addition, which is in the form of a 
large ell part in the rear, access to 
it being had from the street by 
passing through the entrance of 
the old part. 
 
The hall proper is large enough 
for every purpose and modern in 
all its appointments.  Its walls and 
ceilings are of hard pine, natural 
finish.  It has a smooth hard-wood 
floor.  At the rear end is a raised 
platform or stage.  All the chairs, 
tables and furniture are new.  The 
hall is well lighted with windows 
on the three sides, and has a 
handsome chandelier. 
 

Brookfield’s Town Hall  (Sept. 4, 1902, newspaper report) 

  
Downstairs, there is a large dining 
hall, with well-appointed kitchen 
connected.  There is also a room 
devoted to the historic Brookfield 
library, with shelves for the 
volumes.  The building has its 
own spring of cold water. 
 
It is just such a structure as 
Brookfield and every other town 
needs, for library, social and 
literary purposes. 
 
The hall on Thursday was neatly 
trimmed inside, flags and bunting, 
with pots of gold-rod and clematis, 
adding to the freshness.  The 
Grand Army post had a part in the 
decorations. 
 
The exercise began at 11 o’clock, 
at which time the hall was well 
filled.  Miss Jackson rendered an 
organ voluntary, which was 
followed by a chorus selection, in 
which the following took part: R.H. 
Abercrombie, C.H., C.A., L.E. and 
Arthur Biglow, J.M. Angell. Hal 
Dewey, Mrs. N.F. Durkee, Miss 
Ethel Dewey, Mrs. Crossett, Mrs. 
Ruth Angell, Mrs. W.W. Sprague, 
Mrs. Arthur Biglow, Mrs. W.H. 
Sprague, Miss Bessie Panton, 
with Miss Gertrude Jackson at the 
piano.  
 
J.W. Blakebrough, chairman of 
the committee on dedication, gave 
the address of welcome.   
 
(Continued on page 4) 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear Reader, 
      
Madeleen Ellis (1926-2007), a native of Brookfield, 
died last spring and is the subject of a tribute by her 
good friend Elinor Gray (see below). Madaleen had 
a strong attachment to Brookfield, the place where 
she spent her formative years.  Her longstanding 
and generous support of local cultural institutions 
such as the Pond Village Church, the Brookfield 
Historical Society, Brookfield Community 
Partnership and the Brookfield Free Public Library 
was based on her understanding that these 
organizations are key to the vitality and quality of 
community life.  Madaleen’s keen interest in local 
history is reflected in the article she wrote on “The 
History of the Brookfield Library,” published in the 
Vermont Quarterly (January, 1950).     
 
 The strength of community institutions in Brookfield 
is directly dependent on the many volunteers who 
are critical to their operation.  This is certainly true 
for the Brookfield Historical Society.   One area of 
volunteer activity that is perhaps appropriate for 
recognition in this season is the work currently 
being done in connection with improving the 
grounds of the Marvin Newton House.   Bonnie 
Fallon has brought the same remarkable energy 
she lends to Green Up Day and the cemetery board 
of trustees to chairing the landscape committee for 
the Marvin Newton House.  Greg Sauer has 
recently applied his considerable skill as an arborist 
to pruning and removing tree limbs and trees that 
had grown too close to the Marvin Newton House.   
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Other volunteers have offered to improve the 
gardens of the Marvin Newton House.  Three 
Brookfield women, Carol Rogers, Diane Haggett, 
and Anna Ferri, have volunteered to establish 
historic gardens at the Marvin Newton House under 
a partnership arrangement between Brookfield 
Historical Society and the University of Vermont 
Extension Master Gardner Program.  The
Brookfield women, all aspiring to Vermont Master 
Gardner recognition, would work as interns under 
the supervision of project leader Ellen Shepheard.  
The project proposal specifies that they would 
establish low maintenance historic gardens over 
the next several years.  The gardens would follow, 
with certain modifications, a plan created by 
landscape professional Beth Urie of Brookfield in 
1995, but never implemented by the Society.  The 
historic garden concept calls for using plants that 
would have been available in the mid-nineteenth 
century and labeling them with common and 
botanical names. 
 
The garden project promises to be one that will 
have many positive outcomes and is well within the 
educational mission of the Historical Society.  The 
community should enjoy watching this project 
evolve.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gary Lord, President 
 

  

  

Letter from the President 

Madaleen J. Ellis 
(Remembrance by Elinor Gray Published in the Randolph Herald) 

 
Family and friends were saddened by the death 
of Madaleen (Jacobs) Ellis, who was born Oct. 5, 
1926 in Brookfield, Vt., the daughter of Rolfe and 
Zita (Ellis) Jacobs.  She lived with her 
grandparents, Dr. E.E. & Clara Ellis of Brookfield 
and attended local schools, graduating from 
Randolph High School in 1944.  She graduated 
from UVM in 1950, married Charles Ellis and 
moved away from the area, but returned annually 
to visit. 
 
 She continued to support her hometown as a life 
member of the Brookfield Historical Society, 

donating to the chimney restoration, a member of 
the Brookfield Congregational Church donating to 
the kitchen renovation, the Old Brookfield Town 
Hall restoration and the Brookfield library.  She 
donated her Randolph property to the Town of 
Randolph for a conservation area and was 
involved in several scholarships. 
   
The funeral was held in Pa. and burial was on 
May 11th at the Brookfield Cemetery. 
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The tax burdens on the colonies following the 
Revolution had badly affected small 
landowners, of whom Justin Morgan was one.  
His brother had previously gone to Brattleboro 
from western Massachusetts; he enticed Justin 
and his family to join him in Vermont.  Selling 
off most of his possessions, he and his growing 
family journeyed to Randolph in 1788.  A log 
cabin next to Joseph Griswold’s farm on the 
border between Brookfield and Randolph on 
the old Stage Road (now the “Morgan Mile”) 
was made available to him.  The part of Stage 
Road on which his cabin stood is now 
abandoned and part of a private parcel. 
 
Justin Morgan and his father were excellent 
horsemen and had keen eyes for breeding 
strengths.  This book lists all the horses they 
knew about preceding Justin’s young mare, 
newly bred, who had been left behind until he 
could establish himself.  Her foal was Figure.  
His short, muscular stature and bold, alert 
manner, coupled with gentleness gradually 
gained notice, especially after he joined 
Morgan in Randolph.  Leased out a good part 
of Morgan’s adult years, he was his greatest 
legacy. 
 
But Justin Morgan had many attributes, all of 
which were put to good use in the wilderness 
communities of Vermont.  His love of music 
was most welcome in strict Calvinist New 
England.  He enlivened choral offerings as a 
composer and singing master and was much 
sought after.  Berry Bandel wrote of his musical 
improvements in Sing the Lord’s Song in a 
Strange Land (1981).  
 
He served the new Vermont community as 
lister, grand juryman, town clerk and treasurer 
while trying to farm his small acreage.  His wife 
died a few weeks after Vermont was admitted 
to the union in 1791: he traveled far and wide 
teaching music, and he promoted the breeding 

Justin Morgan: the Legend and the Facts (2003) by Kenneth A. Telford 

Reviewed by Bonnie Fallon   

value of his young stallion, who was 
“curious” in the rustic sense meaning 
exquisite or choice.  His constant and 
considerable efforts never afforded him 
financial ease. 
 
Morgan loaned out Figure to several canny 
breeders around Vermont.  His progeny 
consistently displayed his remarkable 
qualities as they do to this day.  At age 52, 
Justin Morgan died of T.B.  At age 32, Figure 
died from a kick by a young horse.  “He is 
the only horse to have founded a breed out 
of his own loins alone.”(p.89) (Meaning, the 
type of mare didn’t seem to matter.)  Civility 
was the standard bearer for Morgan, and for 
Figure and his progeny. 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He sketched the history of the 
building project briefly, and gave 
due credit to J.W. Untiedt, the 
superintendent, and Mr. Sargent, 
the master builder.  His greeting 
of the audience was of a cordial 
nature. 

Hon. Marcus Peck gave a 
historical sketch of the building, 
which proved very interesting.  
Fifty-two years ago, when 
Brookfield was a much larger and 
busier place than now, there was 
a shortage of tenements.  Aaron 
Cleveland, then a prosperous 
trader at the present Parmenter 
stand, started a tenement house 
on this site.  He got the lumber in 
part from buildings then standing 
in East Roxbury and 
Williamstown.  Elmon Morse, who 
was present at this dedication, 
helped lay the foundation for the 
old house.  Before the structure 
was finished, Mr. Cleveland failed.  
His business had been very large.  
People came from towns around 
as far as Moretown to trade with 
him.  Brookfield itself had about 
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         1790 

         419 

          

1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 

988 1,384 1,507 1,677 1,789 1,672 1,521 1,269 1,239 996 

          

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 

996 1008 860 761 808 762 597 606 959 1,089 

          

2000          

1,222          

 

Brookfield Population Statistics 
 
The following table is bases on U.S. Census figures: 

Brookfield Historical 
Society 

PO Box 447 
(1131 Ridge Road) 

Brookfield, VT  05036 
 

Officers and Trustees for 
2006-2007: 

Gary Lord, President 
Linda Runnion, Vice President 

Ellan Cole, Secretary 
Mary Waldo, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Greg Sauer, News Editor 
Elinor Gray, 

Historian/Genealogist 
Judy Bailey, Membership 

Bonnie Fallon 
Michael Dempsey 

Joanna Bodenweber 
 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To research and identify, 

collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
Visit out our new 
Internet presence at 
http://brookfieldhistori
calsociety.wordpress.
com 
 
Please let us know 
what you think of the 
new blog and what 
you would like to see 
or read about 
Brookfield. 

1800 population, almost double 
what it now has.  But things 
changed with the building of the 
railroad, and the town and Mr. 
Cleveland suffered.  At the failure, 
H.R. Stevens took a deed of the 
considerable property, including 
this unfinished tenement, which 
he completed at an expense of 
$500.  He rented it several years, 
but without a profit.  After his 
death, it was sold to Mystic Star 
Lodge, F. and A. M., for $500.  
The lodge altered it making its 
tenements into halls and library 
quarters.  At the last town 
meeting, it was voted to accept a 
proposition from the Masonic 
lodge that if the town would 
appropriate $1,000 for the 
purpose the lodge would build the 
town hall and give its free use for 
the town purposes.  This has 
been done successfully, and 
Brookfield has a hall that is a 
source of pride.  It is not expected 
to be source of profit to anybody, 
but will be one of those public 
utilities that modern times 
demand. 


