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Events 

Civil War Sites in 
Vermont with 
Howard Coffin & 
Pot Luck Supper, 
March 11, 2007 at 
4:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall of 
the Pond Village 
Church. 
 
2007 Sunset Lake 
Ice-Out Contest, 
See enclosed raffle 
ticket sheet. 
 
Ice Cream Social  
& Antique Auto 
Display, 
July 2007 (details to 
be provided in the 
next newsletter). 
 
Annual Meeting, 
August 2007 
(details to be 
provided in the next 
newsletter). 
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Three girls walked down the quiet village 
street one afternoon in May.  Their bright 
heads were close together, and they were 
talking excitedly about something which 
appeared to be quite interesting.  Once in a 
while a low laugh or girlish giggle broke 
through the quiet murmur of their 
conversation; for although they were 
excited, it was a secret, which they were 
careful to keep to themselves. 

Two of the girls were twin sisters, and the 
third was a cousin who had lived with them 
since she was ten years old.  It was when 
her mother had died, leaving her and 
orphan.  All three were so much alike in 
looks and manners, that strangers found it 
almost impossible to tell Minnie from 
Winnie, or Alice from either of her cousins. 

Three days later was Memorial Day, which 
the townspeople were to observe in their 
usual manner.  The ladies would sew and 
talk on their large piazza, while the men 
would flock to the post office or other 
convenient place to consider the political 
questions of the day. 

Not so for the girls, however.  Just now 
they were planning a surprise for their 
fathers, who were expected to return from 
a business trip on the two o’clock train, on 
Memorial Day.  They had purchased yard 
after yard of cheese cloth.  Part of it they 
had colored red, part blue and the rest was 
left in its natural whiteness.  Then they 
turned dress makers, to such good effect 
that on the morning of the thirtieth three 
dresses made exactly alike lay on the bed 
in the spare room. One was plain white, the 
second was bright red, and the third was 
blue with white stars around the sleeves, 
neck and waist.  Beside each lay a sash 
and hair-ribbons to match. 

The girls arose very early the morning of 
the eventful day.  There was much to be 
done before train time.  By eight o’clock 
they had the upstairs rooms and the sitting 
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room as clean and dustless as any one 
could wish.  Then Minnie and Alice made 
and froze some ice cream, while Winnie 
made the cake.  As soon as it was cool she 
iced it with chocolate icing and decorated it 
with tiny flags.  By that time, the ice cream 
was ready to be set down the cellar until 
wanted.  Next the girls swept the dining 
room and kitchen, ate a lunch off the pantry 
shelf and washed up all the dishes. By 
making use of the remnants from their 
dresses, they managed to make the dining 
room gay with our national colors. 

Then with much laughter, they ran upstairs 
to dress.  They arranged their hair and 
were very particular to have each bow of 
ribbon at precisely the same angle. It took 
a long time to make the sashes hang 
exactly the same length, but they had been 
well drilled on certain old maxims, one of 
which was “Patience and perseverance 
accomplisheth all things.”  According they 
worked on and came out victorious. 

At a quarter of two, they were on their way 
down to the station.  They were much 
disappointed to find the train was half an 
hour late, but, determined to enjoy 
themselves while waiting, they walked 
slowly away from the town to a shady spot 
on the top of a bank over looking the 
railroad, and from their position they could 
see when the train was coming half a mile 
away.  As soon as it had passed that 
distant point, they came lower down to find 
a place from which they could see the track 
below.  They saw something else which 
caused them to turn pale as they looked at 
each other.  An evil-looking man was just 
disappearing in the woods a little the other 
side of the track, and a rail and been pried 
up and removed. 

What could they do?  Three girls, alone, 
too far from any house to get help in time. 

(Continued on page 4) 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Historical Society News

Dear Reader, 
      
On Sunday March 11th the Brookfield Historical Society 
will host a presentation by the noted Vermont historian, 
Howard Coffin, in conjunction with a potluck supper.  
Coffin’s talk “Civil War Sites in Vermont” will reveal some 
of the fascinating information he has uncovered about 
the Vermont home front during the Civil War. In 
researching Civil War sites in Vermont for a new book, 
Coffin has discovered a cave where a man lived for
years to avoid conscription, a home where a woman 
sequestered herself after her fiancé’s death, and an 
isolated house where soldiers returning with syphilis 
were quarantined.  Come hear about these places and 
share your stories about Civil War sites in the Brookfield 
area. Howard Coffin’s appearance is underwritten by the 
Vermont Humanities Council and by Jack and Judy 
Bailey. The presentation will begin at 4:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall of the Pond Village Church. The program 
is free, open to the public and accessible to people with 
disabilities.  
 
Following Howard Coffin’s talk a potluck supper will be 
conducted starting at 5:00 p.m.  For information about 
the potluck supper call Bonnie Fallon at 276-3105. 
 
Since the last issue of the News the Society conducted 
the Helen Daly and Margaret Stone Ice Cream Social in 
conjunction with an Antique Auto Display in the yard of 
the Marvin Newton House on August 6th.  Barbara Daly 
baked an extraordinary assortment of cookies for the 
event and antique vehicles were exhibited by Jack 
Bailey, Erwin Eckson, Ted Elsey, John Sprague, Mary 
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Waldo, Greg Wight, and Chris Woodruff to many 
appreciative attendees.  
 
The Annual Meeting of the Society was held on August 
27th at the Pond Village Church. Two new members 
were elected to the Board of Trustees, Michael Dempsey 
and Bonnie Fallon.  The featured program was Ken’s 
Barbershop Quartet from Randolph. The foursome, 
including Dick Drysdale, Charlie McMeekin, Harvie 
Porter, and Tom Schersten, added to their well received 
repertoire a discussion of “barbershop” as a distinctive 
American art form. 
 
The Brookfield Historical Society has continued to carry 
out its mission of collecting and preserving artifacts and 
other materials related to history of Brookfield.  Another 
important aspect part of the Society’s mission is to 
inform the community, and the wider world, about 
Brookfield history by means of exhibits and a variety of 
publications, including digital publications. Recently Greg 
Sauer, editor of the Society’s newsletter, has created a 
“blog” that contains useful information about the Society 
and a digital archive of newsletters.  View on the Internet 
at:  http://brookfieldhistoricalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 
Finally, I ask you to support the Society by participating 
in the 4th Annual Ice-Out Contest.  Entry forms are 
enclosed.  Will the impact of global warming result in an 
even earlier “ice out” this year? 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gary Lord, President 
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The Brookfield Historical Society is fortunate to own 
many fine examples of New England furniture.  Many 
items in the collection were actually made in Brookfield. 

Especially important are the objects made by Ara Howe 
(1797-1863), ancestor of Van Howe Parent, who lives on 
the Northfield Road.  Howe, who come from Sterling, 
MA, had a shop for furniture making located between 
what is now Green Trails Inn and the Library in Pond 
Village. 

We have four side chairs with Gothic-style cutouts and 
floral stenciling on a black-painted background.  These 
chairs have paper labels on the seat bottoms with the 
Howe name.  By great good fortune, these chairs were 
acquired at auction.  In the front hallway is a four-chair-
back settee with a scrolled seat, circa 1840, made by 
Howe. 

In the parlor is a Windsor rocker made at the Goodale 
Furniture Factory, circa 1850.  There is a side chair, 
Hitchcock style, with a note indicating that it belonged to 
Marcus Peck.  Peck was a partner in the Fork Shop 
manufacturing and owned the home which became 
Green Trails Inn.  Also in the parlor is a lyre-based drop 
leaf table, one of the finest examples of Vermont painted 
furniture known.  Originally made to serve communion at 
the First Congregational Church in Brookfield, the form 
and decoration mimic the highly polished mahogany 
veneered surface of the urban production in the “Grecian 
taste.”  This table, the Goodale chair, four Howe chairs 
and settee were featured in The Best the Country 
Affords: Vermont Furniture 1765-1850 by Kenneth Joel 
Zogry, Bennington Museum.   

In the Anna Clark Jones Room, there is a half-round 
dressing table with three legs, probably Brookfield, early 
19th century.  According to Philip Zea, Associate Curator, 
Historical Deerfield, Deerfield, MA, “these crude table 
were intended to be covered with a cloth and are 
relatively rare survivals.” 

A wooden washing machine made by Joseph Newell of 
Brookfield can be found in the Meeting Room.  The 
patent for this Empire washer was applied for November 
20, 1860.  “The purpose of this machine was to stimulate 
‘the motion of human hands, perform the operation of 
rubbing, squeezing, or pounding, and turning the 
garments at the same operation’,” according to The 
History of Brookfield, Vermont. 

Upstairs are more items of note. 

In the Allis Bedroom, there is a “great chair” on later-
attached rockers, painted red.  Again, according to Philip 

Treasures from the Marvin Newton House 
  

Zea, “probably southern New England, late 1700s.  
The chair may have been made in eastern 
Connecticut and is a good example of an eighteenth-
century interpretation if the traditional seventeenth-
century form.” 

A bowfront chest of drawers with turned and carved 
legs, circa 1825, can be found in the Abbott Room.  
From Philip Zea’s comments, “this chest is a very nice 
example of the kind of ‘high-style’ mahogany furniture 
available from the cabinet shops in the larger market 
towns of northern New England.  It survives with a 
high level of originality.” 

Returning to the first floor, in the Post Office Room is 
a green desk and bookcase (secretary), Brookfield 
area, early 1800s.  It is made mostly of basswood and 
served in Brookfield first post office. 

In the dinning room there is a chest inscribed “David 
R’ on the lid of the till, New England, possible 
Vermont, circa 1800.  By Zea’s description, “the chest 
survives with all of its original features in tact.  The 
front partition of the till is fixed in place with a blind 
dovetail, a sophisticated construction feature that 
demanded some time and skill to execute.”  Resting 
on the chest is a slant-top table desk, Brookfield area, 
1820-1840. 

Also in the collection are five arrow-back Windsor side 
chairs, painted yellow, Vermont 1820-1850, inscribed 
“Edson” (pencil) and “Church” (chalk).  These were 
made in central Vermont, 1820-1850.  There is also 
an arrow-back Windsor side chair, painted red, 
Vermont, 1820-1850. 

Take time to visit the Marvin Newton House and enjoy 
the special artifacts along with the rest of our very 
special house museum and tool shed. 

 

Jacalin Wilder 

Special thanks to Ruth Goodale and Ellan Cole for 
their help in setting up the Jessie Fiske exhibit, 
summer 2006.  Also, kudos to Ruth Goodale for her 
weeding skills in the garden. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If only they had something red to wave at 
the train!  Suddenly Winnie determined 
to try a rather desperate deed.  It was 
she who wore the red dress, and quickly 
as though she slid down the bank and 
ran toward the on-coming train.  Soon 
she stopped and began to wave her 
arms wildly to and fro; while she and the 
other girls held their breath, wondering if 
the engineer would stop, or would he 
think it was only a girl trying to play a 
trick, or taking a walk.  At last, just as  
they were giving up hope, the brakes 
were put on and the trained slowed down 
to a stop.  Trainmen and passengers 
came running out to find one girl sobbing 
with relief in the middle of the track and 
two others running swiftly down the bank.  
It was soon explained.  The girls were 
clasped in their father’s arms and thanks 
and praises came pouring in from all 
sides.  Then they walked home with their 
fathers, leaving the rail to be fixed by the 
thankful trainmen. 
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 All of the pictures were taken by Ella 
Colt Benham in “Brookfield” unless 
indicated otherwise.  
  
Inside Front Cover: 
Top left: Ella; Lois & Ralph Hutchinson 
with their dog; Ella’s niece; Benham 
horse 
Bottom: Dewey farm? (Ray Churchill’s at 
present); neighbor at the piano, Ella’s 
brother, Daniel and his bride Maude on 
their wedding day at the Colt farm;       
Benham farm animals 
  
Jan: Winter scene 
  
Feb: “home comfort” 
  
Mar: Ella’ niece & the family dog 
  
Apr: Strawberries 
  
May: Hall family (neighbors), children 

of George & Abbie Hall; Robert, 
Ruth & Azel, (of Randolph) 

June: Local landscape 
 
July: Fishing at the “Floating Bridge” 
 
Aug: Berry picking time 

2007 Historical Photographic Collection and Calendar 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
To research and identify, 

collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 

Brookfield Historical 
Society Blog 

 
Visit out our new 
Internet presence at 
http://brookfieldhistori
calsociety.wordpress.
com 
 
Please let us know 
what you think of the 
new blog and what 
you would like to see 
or read about 
Brookfield. 

The three girls looked like a veritable flag 
as they walked up the street arm in arm 
and many were exclamations elicited 
from their admiring friends and 
neighbors, for they were general 
favorites. 

The goodies they had prepared in the 
morning were duly partaken of with much 
pleasure, as excitement always produces 
a good appetite.  They enjoyed a 
pleasant evening together, and retired to 
dream of the exciting events of the day. 

A few days later they received a 
substantial gift from the railroad company 
for averting a bad wreck.  It was the 
general subject of conversation for the 
regulation nine days and then was 
dropped, but the girls always kept their 
dress in memory of the services 
rendered in them on the memorable 
thirtieth. 

(Source: Sunset Lake Local, Brookfield, 
Vermont, June 12, 1914, page 1.) 

Sept: Secretary at work, (UVM 
library?) 

  
Oct: Colt Homestead 
  
Nov: Meat wagon stops at the Colt 

farm 
  
Dec: Benham animals 
  
Historical Soc. Page:  

Haying time at the Colt farm 
  
Inside Back Cover:  

Horses & Oxen hitched to 
wagons at the Colt farm on 
West St.; local waterfall 
 

The 2007 Photographic Collection & 
Calendar may be purchased at the 
East Brookfield Store, the Town 
Clerk’s office, Floyd’s General Store in 
Randolph Center, Snowsville General 
Store, and Cover to Cover in 
Randolph. Or, you can order by 
sending $7.50 ($6 plus $1.50 S&H) to 
the Brookfield Historical Society, 
ATTN:  Calendar Sales, PO Box 447, 
Brookfield, VT 05036.  

 


