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2006 Events 

VT History Expo, 
June 24-25, in 
Tunbridge. 
 
Antiques Appraisal,  
1:00-4:00 p.m. on  
July 16, at the  
Marvin Newton 
House. 
 
Ice Cream Social, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. on 
August 6, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House. 
 
Annual Meeting, 
starts at 2:00 p.m. on 
August 27, location to 
be announced. 
 
Spirits Night, 
starts at 5:30 p.m. on 
October 31, at the 
Marvin Newton 
House. 
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      The first settlement within the present limits of Brookfield was made in 
1779 by Capt. Shubael Cross…. His family moved into this place in 1779, 
but whether they came before he had begun a clearing, or whether like most 
of the early settlers, he himself had previously provided conveniences for 
house-keeping, or rather hut-keeping, in the shape of a log hut and a slash of 
a few acres, is not known.  This family settled on the Branch [Second Branch 
of the White River] and their log cabin was near where the house of Mr. 
William Wheatley now stands.  Mrs. Cross was the first woman who entered 
the place, and therefore was the recipient of the hundred acres of land so 
chivalrously bestowed by each town according to custom on its fair pioneer 
in settlement.  The incidents attending the residence of Capt. Cross’ family 
for some months after their removal from their former home, are nowhere 
recorded, and in no way handed down to us.  Indeed, their situation might 
perhaps be better imagined than described.  Here they were, a solitary family 
far removed from kindred and acquaintance, literally alone in an almost 
boundless expanse of forest, more than twelve miles from any settlement—
and when we reflect what were the facilities for traveling in those days, 
twelve miles seems no short or easy journey—surrounded by, and exposed 
constantly to the depredations of wild beasts— 
          “Past those settlers’ haunts the eye might roam 
           Where earth’s unliving silence all would seem.” 

[Poem from Gertrude of Wyoming (1809) by Thomas Campbell] 
     And when we add to these discouragements the fact that the era of this 
settlement was in the midst of a war which was exhausting the resources of 
the country, and which rendered the settlers in Vermont peculiarly liable to 
attacks from the Indians, it would seem that a more powerful motive, a more 
effective energy actuated this courageous family than if often felt by 
effeminate epicures at the present day.  It is said that within the first three 
months of their residence here, Mrs. Cross saw no other person of her own 
sex excepting her own daughters.  Well might ascribe to Alexander Selkirk: 
          “Oh! Solitude, where are thy charms, 
           That sages have seen in thy face? 
           Better dwell in the midst of alarms 
           Than reign in this horrible place.” 
 
(This passage was written by Edward P. Wild, “a youth just from college,” 
who was employed in 1861 by the Brookfield Selectmen to write the history 
of the town. The passage is from Chapter IV, pages 18-19, of The History of 
Brookfield, Vermont published in 1987 by the Brookfield Historical Society.) 
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      Readers will be interested to know that the Brookfield Floating Bridge receives attention 
in Robert McCullough’s new book, Crossings: A History of Vermont Bridges published by 
the Vermont Historical Society in 2006.  McCullough’s work relates the story of Vermont 
bridges and bridge builders from the early 19th century to the present.  Several pages, 
including historic photographs, of this handsome and informative book are devoted the 
Brookfield Floating Bridge. 
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Letter from the President 
Dear Reader, 
 
     I have not reported to you since just before the Annual Meeting of the Brookfield Historical Society 
last August.  Our featured speaker on that occasion was Carol Laisson, of South Grafton, Massachusetts, 
and a part-time resident of Brookfield.  Carol presented an illustrated talk on the results of an 
archeological dig conducted by 5th and 6th grade Brookfield Elementary Students at Brookfield’s Old 
Town Hall. Carol, currently pursuing a graduate degree in Museum Studies at Harvard University, 
directed the dig, which was jointly sponsored by the Brookfield Historical Society, the Brookfield 
Elementary School, and a statewide Community History Project.  Brookfield was extremely fortunate to 
have the benefit of Carol’s valuable skills and experience on a pro bono basis. 
     Now you can see the excellent report on the Brookfield project prepared by Carol for the Community 
History Project Web site sponsored by the Vermont Historical Society.  For access to the Brookfield Web 
pages use the following locator:   

http://www.vhscommunityhistory.org/pages/projects/brookfield/index.html 
 
      The Brookfield Historical Society received two gifts for the endowment fund, one in the amount of 
$500 from James Gerard and a $100 anonymous gift, both in memory of Deborah McAskill who died on 
October 3, 2005. Deb faithfully served as a trustee of the Brookfield Historical Society for many years 
and at various times carried out the duties of vice-president and president. She fulfilled her 
responsibilities with grace, good sense, and dedication, thus contributing much to the progress of the 
Society. 
     There are, it appears, some in the community who think that the endowment of the Society is of such 
a magnitude that it can easily provide for all of the needs of the organization.  This is definitely not the 
case.  The current value of the endowment is about $17,000.  The amount of the interest earned from the 
endowment on an annual basis falls far short of what is required to pay for utilities, insurance, and the 
ongoing maintenance of the Marvin Newton House.  Covering this shortfall and the additional costs 
associated with the funding of exhibits, conservation of collections, printing, and other activities must be 
derived from a variety of sources.  This is why membership fees, income from calendar sales, and 
receipts from events such as the Ice-Out Contest are so important.  Your continued support will help 
ensure that the Brookfield Historical Society remains a strong cultural and educational resource in the 
community. 
      
Sincerely, 
 
Gary Lord, President 
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Introduction 
     Jessie Fiske (1895 – 1966) was a busy and talented woman.  She was a botanist, teacher, equestrian, 
researcher, author, and innkeeper.  In a time of limited opportunities for women, Jessie excelled at her 
profession and in her personal endeavors. 
     Jessie was born March 29, 1895 at the home of her parents, Clayton B. and Adele Fiske, on West Street, 
in Brookfield Vermont.  At an early age she learned to ride and drive a horse, a skill that later came in handy 
when her father became the rural mail carrier and she drove him around the route.  Her love of horses lasted 
her entire life. 
Education 
     Jessie’s early years of schooling took place in Brookfield, first in the one room school on West Street and 
then at the big two room school in Pond Village.  Her interest in botany developed while she was still in 
grammar school.  She did not like to cook or sew, and so when the time came to enter handmade items into 
the county fair her father suggested that she make an exhibit about seeds.  Jessie won first prize. 
     Jessie graduated from Randolph High School in 1913 and went to Burlington to study at the University 
of Vermont.  She graduated from UVM with honors in 1917 and entered the graduate program in Botany at 
Rutgers College in New Jersey earning a Master of Science degree in 1920. 
Career 
     In 1920, Jessie was appointed Seed Analyst for the state of New Jersey, a job she held for 29 years.  That 
same year she was appointed Instructor of Botany at Douglass College in Brunswick New Jersey.  It is 
believed that one of the research projects that Jessie worked on early in her career was the first analysis of 
marijuana plants.  In 1930 Jessie was advanced to the position of Professor of Botany.  From 1942 until her 
retirement in 1960, she was chairwoman of the Department of Botany and Zoology. 
     After her retirement Jessie returned full-time to Brookfield.  Her interests in education continued and in 
1962 she was elected to the Brookfield School Board.  She was instrumental in the planning of the 
consolidated Brookfield Elementary School. 
Equestrian 
     Being raised at the turn of the last century, riding and driving horses was Jessie’s first mode of 
transportation and her great love.  Her sister, Olive, and she were known for their skill with horses. 
     Jessie created a riding stable while at Douglass College.  In 1932 she originated Green Trails, a 
Brookfield resort, which included a riding stable, and guest house.  A restaurant was added at a later time.  
Jessie competed in summer horse shows in the driving class and was a judge for shows with the Mid-State 
Riding club. 
     Her string of horses included many show prospects.  She mainly kept Saddlebreds and Morgans.  Later in 
life she added a Canadian National Champion Saddlebred and a matched pair of Suffolk Punch draft horses 
to her stable. 
Epilogue 
     After her retirement Jessie continued to pursue her many interests.  She wrote music and poetry, acted in 
community plays, drew, and worked in leather.  From 1960 to 1966 Jessie lived full-time in Brookfield,  Her 
community involvement included working with the Brookfield School Board, the Randolph Women’s Club, 
Pond Village Church and of course, Green Trails. 
     Jessie passed away in her sleep in 1966 at the age of 71.  She had lived a good life and helped others to 
do likewise. 
 

Notes from the Jessie Fiske Exhibit 
(Exhibited in 2005 at the Vermont History Expo, at the 2005 Annual Meeting of the Brookfield Historical 

Society, and during the upcoming 2006 summer hours at the Marvin Newton House.)  
  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are many, many volunteers with a variety of interests and expertise 
needed to showcase the efforts of the Brookfield Historical Society and to 
preserve and maintain our Marvin Newton House.  Look at the following list 
and consider where you would enjoy helping out, lending your time and skills. 
 
The HOUSE AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE deals with minor repairs to the 
Marvin Newton House and care of the gardens. 
 
The PROGRAM COMMITTEE plans the annual meeting and annual events, 
i.e., the Ice Cream Social in the summer and Meet the Spirits Night to be held 
at Halloween this year. 
 
To help raise funds and seek grants, the DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  is 
critical to our potential to take on ever-needed interior decoration and major 
repair projects. 
 
The annual changing exhibit at the Marvin Newton House is accomplished by 
the EXHIBIT COMMITTEE. 
 
The SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE plans and carries out activities such 
as the Antiques Appraisal and Ice Out Contest. 
 
Being part of the EXPO COMMITTEE involves preparing and setting up an 
exhibit at the Vermont History Expo, held each year at the Tunbridge Fair 
Grounds in June. This event showcases local historical societies within the 
framework of the Vermont Historical Society. 
 
The PUBLICITY COMMITTEE handles getting-the-word-out to advertise 
our many activities. 
 
The HISTORY and GENEALOGY COMMITTEE headed by Elinor Gray 
answers many requests for historical information. A great opportunity to dig 
in and do research. 
 
Your commitment need not be huge, a few hours here and there to help. You 
can see that the needs are varied—idea people, hands-on folks, you who like 
research or writing, you with artistic talents or organizational skills or handy-
man or gardening talents. We need you all. 
 
Benefits to the Brookfield Historical Society will be major, and for you, 
helping to support the Brookfield Historical Society and our most treasured 
asset, the Marvin Newton House, should be a source of satisfaction and 
accomplishment. 
 
Please contact President Gary Lord by e-mail at glord@norwich.edu or 276-
3927 or Jackie Wilder, curator at brkice@aol.com or 276-3959. 
                                               

Jackie Wilder for the Board. 

The Brookfield Historical Society Needs You! 

 

 

Brookfield Historical 
Society 

PO Box 447 
(1131 Ridge Road) 

Brookfield, VT  05036 
 

Officers and Trustees for 
2005-2006: 

Gary Lord, President 
Linda Runnion, Vice Pres.  

Ellan Cole, Secretary 
Mary Waldo, Treasurer 
Jackie Wilder, Curator 

Stuart Edson, Membership 
Greg Sauer, News Editor 

Judy Bailey 
 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
To research and identify, 

collect and preserve, 
exhibit and interpret 
artifacts, and publish 

material which relates to 
and illuminates the 

historical development of 
Brookfield. 

 
 
 

Brookfield 
Historical Society 

Fund Raising Sales 
 

2006 Historical 
Photograph 
Collection & 

Calendar 
$6 per calendar 

plus $1.50 postage 
 

2006 Sunset Lake Ice-
Out Contest 
$5 per ticket 

Deadline: April 1, 
postmark 

 


